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D E D I C A T I - O N  

the little girl wbo would tug 
at my sleeve wbcn I was deep ia thought 

over a complicated unttnce and say: 
"Don't frown like that, Daddy" 

LINNEA - My Daughter 

AND 

to that larger girl of mint 
who was tempted to become impatient 

w h e ~  the dinner nvas growing cold 
and I lingered at my dcsk 

CORA - My Wife 





F O R E W O R D  

A s s ~ m ,  thc  far northcastcrn Province of thc Indian 
Empire,  w i t h  its tca-gardcns. mightv Brahmaputra 
Rivcr, a n d  snow-cappcd Himalayas, w i t h  its many 
tribcs of people of diffrring religions. Iangu~pcs .  a n d  
customs - Hindus.  Mohammedans. Animists: Napas. 
Assamcsc, Garos - is onc of thc most picturcsquc and 
in tc ra t ing  of all the provinces of India. 

Thc story of  Baptist Missions in Assam i s  one of 
adven turc a n d  hcroism, of suffering and stcad fast faith. 
T h c  dcvotcd scrvicc of the missionaries has borne 
abundant  f rui t ,  and today t l~crc  arc 54.000 Chri5tians 
a n d  900 Baptist churcl~cs in Assam. 

Dr .  Sword .  wi th  his widc cspcricncc as a missionary 
in Assam, a n d  his f i rs t - Innd acquain~ancc \rich the 
pcoplcs of tllc Provincc, is a d m i r ~ b l y  fitted to tcll the 
s tory of thcsc hundrcd years. A s  thc Slission cclcbrates 
its Ccntcnary, wc are most fortunate to have his vivid 
a n d  comprehcnsivc account of the t r iumphs of the 
Cross in this interesting corner of Asia. 

Joseph C. Robbins 
Foreign Sccretav. American Baptist 

Foriegn Mission Society 
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P R E F A C E  

Assam is scldom thought of as an  important 
missionary field. In fact, fcw Christian workcrs know 
anything about A s ~ a m .  a l thougi~ the martyr mission- 
ary. Winfrid of Germany, is said to havc praycd in the 
cighth century: 

"0 mcrciful God, who willr~st a11 nprn to bc s u ~ ~ d ,  
And t o  come to the knowltdpc o f  thc rrufh, 
H a w  mcrcy upon thc Assamcsc. 
Hindus and M oharnmcdans, 
And a11 thc inhabitants o f  Asam. , . 

T h c  Amcrican Baptist Forcisn 1,lission Board Jr 

homc H-hich was dirzctly in cont.lct with thc bcgin- 
nings of Christianity in Assam did not look upon it 
vcry hopcfull y . Indccd, scvcral times t hcy considcrud 
seriously the givin: up of the work which h ~ d  becn 
startcd, because of the slow progrcss during the first 
fcw decades of Christian activity. I t  was thought t h ~ t  
the wild head-hunting tribes of Assam ncver would 
submit to the Prince of Peace! In the last fcw years 
this conception has been changed considerably. duc to  
the fact that a great revival has taken place. Thousands 
of people have accepted Christianity as their religion. 
W h o k  tribes have exchanged their weird head-hunting 
chants for the harmony of Christian hymns. T h e  
mountains that formerly echoed with blood-curd!ing 
war cries are novr re-echoing the hymns of fraternal 
love. 
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Christianity in Assam today is comm3ndlng the 
attention of the churches in t l ~  wrcst; and oftcn the 
thought has been cxpresscd by missionaries and church 
historians that there is need for a history of the Baptists 
in Assam. 

From thc beginning of the mission in thc ninctccnth 
century and on through the first two d c c ~ d c s  of the 
prcscnt ccntury, the progress of Christian work was 
slow, since it consisted mainly in thc laying of foun- 
dations. Since 1920, or thcrcabouts, thc growl11 has bccn 
phenomenal. Twcnty ycars ago tbcrc wcrc lcss than 
thrce thousand Christians among thc Lusl~ai ,  a hill 
tribe among whom the Welsh Prcsbytcri.ins l~nvc done 
acceptable work: but today thcrc arc about sixty I ~ I O U -  

sand, or nearly onc-b~lf  of the total population. In  
Manipur Strtc twcnty ycars ago. Christ i . ~ n i t y  was for- 
bidden, and then wcrc only a f ~ w  who d ~ r r d  to own 
thc name of Christ. whilc today thcrc arc ovcr tcn 
thousand Christians. 

In othcr words. during the last tcn ycars the 
Christian community in Assam has incrcascd from 
132,106 to 249.246. or h i  88.7 pcr ccnt. Thcre are 
today eleven Protestant drnominations a t  work in As- 
Sam, namely: 

The Baptist Missionary Society. 
The Church of Scotland Foreign hlission Committee. 
The Lakher Pioneer Mision.  
North East India General Mission. 
The Foreign Mirrion of the Presbyterian Church of Wales. 
Society for h e  Propagation of tbe Gospel. 

Gossncfscbe Missbnsg(~~l1schaf t. 
Tbe Santll Mission of the Northern Churches. 
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American Baptist Forcign Mission Socicty and Woman's 
Amcrican Baptist Forcign hlission Society. 

Church of God hjission Board. 
Seventh-Day Advcn tisr Gcncral Confcrcnce. 

T h c  Wclsh Prcsbytcrians arc the strongest, with a 
constitucncy of about 1 10,000. T h e  Baptists conlc 
second, with about 80,000.  and the balance is divided 
among the othcrs. T h e  R o m ~ n  Catholic Miss i~n .  
which is conductcd bv t l ~ c  Salcsi~n Fathers, has cx- 
p ~ n d c d  considcratly in  tbc lrrst tcn ycars, and a Scm- 
inary for the training oT young mcn for thc priesthood 
has bccn founded i ~ ?  Shillong. Ovcr one-third of thc 
Catl~olics 3rc in tllc Klnsia and Jaintia Hills. T h c  total 
nunlbcr of Catl~olics is approximately 15.000 and is 
included in thc figurc givcn above. 

As n o  prcvious attcmpt to furnish a critic~l account 
of the Baptist mission in Ass~m has bccn madc. the 
writcr has had to rcly almost cntircly upon rcports and 
corrrspondcnccs from thc f icld. T h c  Arneric~n Baptist 
Forcign Mission Socicty has publisllcd from time to  
time a number of pamphlets dealing with certain pcr- 
iods. In 1 9 1 1, Mrs. Ncttie P. Mason, an Amcrican 
Baptist missionary, wrote an a ~ i c l e  entitled "Thcsc 
Scvcnty-five ycars". which was published in con- 
nection with the eleventh biennial report of 1 9 1 1. 
Government rcports have been consulted as ; check 
upon missionary reports. "Journals" and "Letters" 
which appeared in the Missionary Magazine. published 
in America by the Baptist denomination, during the 
years 1828-1 934, have also been read. T h e  originals 
of some of t h s c  letters have been examined. they being 
on file in the American Baptist Forzign Missio;; So- 
cicty's office at 1 5  2 lMadison Avenue. 'Ncw York City. 
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Special mention needs t o  be made of The Whole 
World Kin, a work which is now out of print. but  
which gives a very valuable and detailed account of 
the early ycars in Assam. of Nathan Brown and his 
colleagues. Another book, In A Fur Country, dealing 
with the life of Miles Bronson ana his cxpericnccs in 
thc hills. as well as in the'plains. has been of great aid. 
A number of other books. too numerous to mention 
here, but listed in the Bibliography, dealing with 
Assam, havc becn utilized. T h e  majority of these 
books are written from an individial point of view 
without any prctcntion to  historical criticism. and deal. 
for the most part. with the district in which thc author 
was intcrestcd personally. T h c  purpose of thcsc books 
was to s t imul~tc  missionary giving rather than t o  give 
a critical account of past events. 

Twclve ycars' cxpcricncc of tho writer on the field 
and frequent consultation with a h c r  missionaries have 
becn of incstim~blc aid in preparing this book. Beyond 
this thc urritcr is indcbtcd to his professors. Dr. W. L. 
Fcrguson and Dr. Pcdcr Stianscn. for criticism and 
valuable suggcstions, and much crcdit is due Miss May 
Halstcnrud for her paticnce during long weary hours 
of typing the manuscript several times. 

It 
will 
diffii 

is hoped that the perusal of the following pages 
Icad the reader to  a appreciation of tbe 
ulties that had to be encountered in the develop- 

:;lent of the Baptist mission work in a country such as 
Assam. with its multitude of tribes and languages. 
There is indeed no need for disappointment regarding 
that work. On the contrary, there is encouragement, 
especially to  those who have carried the burden in the 
heat of the day. and to those who have given libenllv 
in support of tbe task. 
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CHAPTER I 

ARVA, FLUMINA, MONTES 

T h e  ordinary tourist travcling north f tom Calcutta 
, is usually attracted by the snow-cappcd mountains of 
the Hima1ayas:and the great summer rcsort of Bcnpal. 
Darjecling. He forgets to look to  his right as hc travcls. 
not realizing that he is passing onc of thc most favored 
portions of this earth and, in many respects, onc of the 
most important regions of the Indian Empirc. Assam 
has been considered one of the backward provinces; but 
since, from a political point of view, it  has not c a m d  
the British government much trouble. its economic im- 
portance has largely been ovsrlooked. This  is very in- 
teresting: but. it may be asked. what has it to do with 
a history of the development of Christianity in .Assam? 
Just this: It serves as ;an introduction to one of the 
most fascinating stories of Christian history to be 
found in the East. 

Assam is located in the northeast corncr of India 
proper, lying between the twenty-third and twenty- 



eighth degrees of latitude. and bctwecn the nincticth 
and ninety-sixth degrccs o f  longitude. It covers an  area 
of 67.334 squarc miles,' which is about the size of 
England. Wales, and one-third of. Scotland. The  pro- 
vince falls naturrll y into three well defined divisions : 
(1 ) the Brahmqxtra Valley t o  the north: ( 2 )  ' the 
Surma Valley to the south of the Assam rmgc of 

mountains: and i 3 )  the hills on either side of the 
Brahmaputra Valley. From an atlas point of view. 
this division is corrcct. but persons living in the Sutrna 
Valley. or in Sylhct. often refer to the Brahmaputra 
Valley as Assam. 

The  rhinoceros which is placed at  the beginning of 
this chapter represents the Coat of Arms of Assam. aI- 
though it is not very well known even to th\.r who 
call themselves inhabitants of the Province. I t  .s a pity 
that there is no motto attached, as a very good one was 
suggatd. namely. Arva, Flumino,  monte^,^ - adti 
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v a t d  plains, rivers. and mountains. This  is a most 
appropriate description of Assam. as tbere is scarccly a 
valley to  be found that is more fertile than Auam. The  
majestic Brahmaputra River, or "Son of Br.ahmaH, bi- 
sects t& entire valley from Sadiya to the Ganges. It  
carries the melting snows of the Himalayas two thou- 
sand miles .to t .h occan, making a channel from one to 
three miles in width. A legend among the inhabitants 
is that the circular basin, called Brahmakund, or 
"Bnhma's well", in thc extrcmc northcast of Assam. is 
its sacred source. It is fcd on thc north by six tribu- 
t a t i u *  getting most of thcir watcr from .the mcltino 
snows of the HimaIayas:.on thc south it is fcd by cight 
rivers** that carry the torrential summcr rains from t b  

hills lying between Burma and Aswm. Thcsc tributary 
rive&, as well u the Brahmaputra itsclf, o rc~s ion~l ly  
overflow thcir banks and deposit in thc vallcy a silt 
which makes the soil cxtrcmcly rich and fruitful. Somc 
one has called this portion of thc Province a "pockct of 
gold". According to  records. Assam ncvcr has known 
a famine. The  current of thc Brahmaputra is rapid. 
Tbc descent for the four hundred and fifty miles from 
Sadiya to Dhubri is over three hundred feet. Its banks 
are unreliable, and people dwelling along-side the river 
often are forced to move back as much as a mile in 
order to avoid .being carried away with the falling 
banks. 

B ~ i d e  the great agricultural wealth in Assam, there 
am also mineral resources of no  mean proportions. Oil 
has k e n  discovered and wells producing petroleum are 
continually being drilled. Large coal mines are also 
.king up: and Assam produces pracrically 
@ I ) r i n l  Dibong, Snbmsiri. Boroli. Bornadi. and tk Manas. 

. -g., k g .  I h i .  Dbanriari, Kallang, Kulri. Krisbni, 
aad dm Jinjina 
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mourh coal to covcr its o w n  usage. T h e  tea industrv* 
has become wor ld  renowned. I t  was this industry tha t  
led the British gorcrnmcnt  to  penetrate the jungles. to 
explore the mounta in  sides of the Himalayas, and  to 
cnter the head-hunters'  territory of the Singphos. 
Mishmics, Abors ,  and  other places. The East India 
Company,  in the  early par t  of the ninctecnth century. 
saw in  the fertile valley of the Brahmaputra great pos- 
sibilities. b u t  d id  not  fully appreciate its rcsource,s 
which arc by n o  m c m s  as yct cxhaustcd. 

T h e  Surrna Vallcy is about one-third the sizc of the 
Brahmaputra Vallcg, and  thc elevation is on ly  f rom 
forty-one to eighty-scvcn fcct. 

T h e  hill tracts, o r  the Assam rangc of mountains  
which divides the two valleys. attains a bright of n c ~ r l y  
tcn thousand fcct in the Japva peak which overhangs 
Kohima. T h f s c  mountain rangcs arc inl~abitcd by var- 
ious Mongolian tribcs which upcrc formerly barbarous 
hcad huntcrs. bu t  who ,  sincc thc occupancy of thc 
British government. chc out  a lirclihood through t i l l -  

, ing the soil o n  the fertile hillsides. 
T h c  principal characteristics of thc climatc of Assam 

are a comparatively l o w  and equable tcmpcrature, and 
a grcat humidity.  T h c  average tcmpcrature found a t  
three cxtrcrnc points o n  the plains were: Sibsagar. 
ycarly average, 7 2.3 : Dubri ,  ycarl y average. 74.2 ; 
1 a r  yearly arcragc. 75.5. 

Thea Assarnica, thc indigenous tca plant of Ass~m is thought 
by  bontanists t o  be thc original parent spccies. from which the 
varieties cultivated elseu-hcre are derived. The English govern - 
ment commenced its cultivation at Jaipur in 1835, and in 
1836, the year of the founding of the mission. the first pound 
of Assam tea was sent t o  London. Later the Asslm T e a  Com- 
pany was organized. and it reported in 1886. an annual ex- 
port of  tea amounting t o  thirty million r u p m .  Assam tea is 
valued fo r  its superior aromatic and medicinal qualities. 
(The Whole World K'n, p. 124.) 
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T h e  story goes that the clirnatc of Assam is so ener- 
vating that when.a dog chars a rabbit they both walk! 

T6e  humidity of the atmosphere. which is closely 
related io temperature. is a marked feature and the fol- 
lowing gives the average mean relative humidity of tbc 
three above mentioned stations: Sibsaga:, yearly aver- 
age, 84.0: Dubri. ycarly avcrage. 78.0; Silchar. yearly 
average. 79.0. 

The  rainfall recorded in Assam is the rrcond highest 
in the world. The  avcrage for the Province during the 
ten ycars from 188 1 to 1891 was one Iaundrcd and 
thirteen incha. Tbe hcavicst rainfall mgistcrcd at 
Chcrra Punji in the Khasia Hills is over four hundred 
and seventy-five inches. 

T h e  dcnsity of population for the entirc Province is 
one hundred thirty-scvcn p r  square mile. Onc hundred 
scvcnty-nine for .,the Asum Valley division. sixtccn for 
the frontier tracts. fifty-two for 'the 'Manipur Statc. 
and onc hundrcd forty for t h  Sorrna Vallcy..including 
the Khasia Hills. This  will be nfrrred to again in a 
later chapter. 

Due to  improvcmcntr in sanitation and to pnvcn- 
tion of v.arious diseases and scourges. such as kala azar. 
malaria. dysentery. cholera. etc.. the mortality ratio has 
been reduced considerabl~ during the last decade w 
two. The  population is increasing constantly. both by 
birth and by immigration. The forty ycars from 189 1 
to 193 1 mark an increase of nearly 4.000.000. show- 
ing that there were 9.247.857 in the province in the 
year 1931.' 

For the major part, tbe people of Assam are agricul- 
turists. The  Census Report says that 97 per cent of tbe 
people in Assam reside in villages and tea gardens, and 
it may be said that in the entire province there is not a 
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city worthy o f  the name. T h e  on:y placcs that ran be 
ca1lr.d cities are Gauhati. Imphal. and Dibruy3rh, and 
thcsc placcs are really nothing morc than largc villages 
inhabited mostly by tillers of the soil. 

T h e  pcople on the plains. for the most part, are 
Aryans. There is no distinct Assamcsc n ~ i c  llality. 
Ahoms. 'or Ahams. who cst~blishcd a strong kingdom. 
and from whom t h ~  pra\*incc rcccivcd its r?.imc, can no 
longer be c~11r.d thc predominating class of pcople. In 
fact. thcre are very few of these people lrfr. and it is 
said that only onc or in thr cntirc provitlcv is able 
to  spcak thc original Ahom. 

T)IC tca gardcns have brought to  A s s ~ m ,  within the 
last fcw dccadn. proplrs from aII parts of the country 
to suc11 an cstcnt that \tpitl)in the next thirty or forty 
years it is by no mcans im~) rohb lc  I hat thc Sibvgar 
district r i l l  bf. thc only part of Assam whcre an As- 
samcsc will find himself 31 i~ornc.' Whilc some sections 
of P.ss.~m arc dcnscly populatcd. yct for India, Assam 
is sparsely inhabited ~ n d  could casily support a much 
larger numbcr of proplc. Those living in the hill 'dis- 
tricts arc of pure Mongoliln stock. each tribe having its 
own particular language. In the Brahmapu tra VaIIe y. 
a large portion of the ~ o p l c  cah still be tracrd to 1 
nonoAryan origin, but most of them speak Assamese. 

In the Census Report for 193 1. it is stateds that 
there are over sixty languages indigenous to  the prov- 
ince. Beside these sixty separate tribes. the immigrants 
bring the number of.languages up t o  well over a hun- 
dred. This  indicates somelr.hat the variety of peoples 
and tribes located t h b  There is an Aryan substratum 
mingled with a Mongolian element from the north. 
With this mixture is a Dravidian'element from :be 
west, another strain fiom the Shan race. and a sprink- 
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ling of Burmese. Many centuries doubtless lvcrc nccded 
for this proccss of corn-ningling. Residc thcsc, thcrc  arc 
also the numerous immigrants, many of urhom arc  
Aryans, who have in the last fcw ccnturics bccomc 
domiciled. Among thc non-Aryans. arc  thc nunlcrous 
tribes of thc mountains who, as mcntioncd abovc, arc 
entirely Mongolian. T h c  chief tribcs arc thc Bhuc~ncsc. 
Akas, Daphlas. Miris, Abors (scvcral tribcs). K~mpt i s .  
Singphos. Mishmis (scvcral tribcs) . Naps (scvcral 
tribes), Mikirs. Kukis. Kacharis, Khasis. Jnintias. and 
Garos. and farther to thc south, the Manipuris and 
Lushais. 

Each onc of these tribcs rcprcscnts a rclipion: thus 
thcrc is hcrc a greater sprinkling of crccds and cults than 
in any othcr provincc in India. About 56 pcr ccnt of 
the pcoplc of the provincc arc Hindus. and 10 pcr ccnt 
are Mohammedans. which is a rathcr large proportion, 
duc to  much propaganda and immigration from Bcngal, 
and of thcsc 30 per ccnt. 83 per ccnt arc in thc Surma 
Valley. About 70pc.r ccnt of thc hill population arc Ani- 
mists. but this number is continuously dccrcasing owing 
t o  the influcncc of Christianity. Buddhism has a very 
small place in Assam: and Jainism has only a nominal 
number of devotees in the province. The Sikhs are on 
the increase because of thc industrial demand for Pun- 
jabi artisans. i t  is .not possible, however, in brief com- 
pass to  discuss the religions of Assam. Moreover.' it does 
not propcrly come within the range of this history. 

A former missionary has put the religious problems 
In the following dramatic words : 

"Come. wdk down the street with mc; thc first man we 
meet is a Hindu. Will you tell me now what his religious 
tenets are? You  know in a general way what Hinduism is;, 
but I venture the assertion that there is just about one chance 
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in 333.000.000 that you will right. . . . That next m m  
we meet is a Mussulman. You know what the Koran 
teaches. so can tell pretty accurately what he believcs, or 
rather ought to bclieve. For cvcn the Mussulmans of Arum 
have not cscapcd the influence of their environment. . . . 
Passing on r e  find a man whose sturdy limbs give proof of 
mountain climbing. His chcck-boncs and slightly 
Mongolian cast of features at once mark him as diffrrrnt 
from the Aswmesc. 1 tcl! you, hz is a Hill man. But can 
you tell me what demon hc worsl~ips?"" 

All these Hill people m demon worshippers. but 
each t r i k  has its own dcmons. They are not so much 
*concerned about tbe .future. but an mostly concerned 
with the present moment. TIwir motto might be said 
to  be "Let us cat, drink. and be merry. for to-morrow 
we die." Thc Kachari is tainted with thc doctrine of the 
Saddorm. He believes in neither resurrection nor spir- 
itual life. The Mikir. howcvtr. who is a l s ~  a Hill man, 
looks forward t o  a grcat beautiful ci ty  into which he 
hopr to gain admittance. Dr. Moore g a s  on: 

"Here now we meet a native Christian. tht chances art 
that he is from a hill t r ik people. or if formerly a Hindu. 
chat he is from the lower rather than the higher classes. Hcre 
at Itart, you think. is a man who klicves and thinks as you 
dc. But do not be too run of tbk . . . The ideas and 
rrw~iations of his childhood ma9 not yet have ken  fully 
ougeown, tbough he is a true klitm in tbe Cbrist of God." 

The enammtion  of various religions does in no 
sense adequately explain tbrm but it g i v e  us some idea 
of the ground in which ChrLtianity in Assam bad its 
inceptioi and where it was to k developed in subs- 
q-t P= 



PRE-BRITISH RULE 

T h c  ancicnt history of Assam. for the grclrter part, 
is shroudcd in darkncss. Prior t o  thc advent of the Me 
h3mmcdans in the fourttxnth ccnturv, the inhabitants 
of the province had n o  i d c ~  of history;* thcrcforc, our  
knowlcdgc of the pcople is limitcd to wha t  can I~bor- 
iously bc piccrd together from old inscriptions.** the 
accounts of forcign invadcrs a n d  t r~vclcrs ,  t and from in- 
cidcntrl refcrcnccs in rcligious \c*ritings.tt The  Ahorns, 
however, w h o  were.  tbe ruling pcople of Assam from 
the scventccnth ccntury until ncar the cnd of thc cight- 
ecn t h ccntur.y. appcar t o  havc posscsscd thc historical 
faculty. Thcy were good historians, and  they Icft 
scvcr~ l  v a l u ~ b l c  manuscripts. which may bc published 
some day. O n c  of the outstanding carly manuscripts. 
was burncd during the reign of Rajcswar Singh in 
1751-1  768. Dur ing  his reign an act of literary icono- 
clasm occurred when many of the old family chronicles 
were destroyed, because of some remarks, adverse to the 
prince, made in a history by  Numali  Bar  Phukon. '  

I t  is said, however, that fragments as early as from the 12th 
Century are in existence. 

+* Several copper plates have recently bren discovered a t  B e n ~ m .  
date 1105, on which was inscribed a deed o r  gift of some land 
in the neighborhood of Gauhati. 

f Hiouen Thoang,  the celebrated Chinese traveler who  passed 
through India during tbe years 629 to 645 A. D., has left a 
few scattered remarks. 

tt In 1894, Sir Charles Lyal. K. C. S. I.. instituted a historical 
restarch. in. the process of which several items of interest were 
dixov:.red, such as an inscription on a rock at Tezpur. 
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Among the legendary accounts of Assam, in Hindu 
mythological writings, there secms to be mention of 
scvfral places and individuals in connection with their 
gods. I t  is evident from these writ ings tha t  Hinduism 
cxisted in Assam at a very early date. Hiouen Thoang .  
in 640, described thc people: and  he commented o n  the 
fact tha t  a prince was on the thronc in Assam a t  that  
rime and that ~ i n d u i s m  was the s t ~ t c  religion: and 
tha t  the Buddhists wcre vcry fcw.'  M a n y  hill rops in 
Assam are crowncd with tcmplcs tha t  s tand o n  foun-  
dations infinitely older than the A h o m  rufc. 

I t  was not until thc rcign of Rudra Sing (1696-  
1 7  1 4 ) .  the grcatcst of all Ahom kings. t ha t  Hinduism 
bccame thc predominating rcligion of rhc Assam Vallcy. 
Rudra  Sing, himsclf, ncvrr compl r~c l  y embraccd th r  
Hindu rcligion but his Hindu prwlivitics incrcascd as 
hc grcw oldrr. Hc found it difficult t o  reconcile 'his 
regal dignity with the humblc act of t ~ k i n g  thc smaran.. 
Hc could not bear thc thought of prostrating himsclf 
bcforc one of his subjects, bc he cvrr so  s ~ i n t l y .  A 
Bcngali pundit.  Kr ishnar~m Bhattac11.1rjya was sum- 
moncd t o  be the king's guru. but  thc king was disap- 
pointed t o  find him an ordinary human bcing and dis- 
missed him soon after his arrival. T h c  pundit  departed 
in  high dudgeon: but just as he left, a grcat earthquake 
took place, which thc king interprctcd t o  mean dis- 
pleasure o n  the part of the gods. and  so  he recalled thc 
priest. T h e  king, however, died from consumption in 
Gallhati - bcfore hc had made an  open confession of  thc 
Hindu  faith, but promised the pundit  tha t  his son Sib 
u*ould becomc a Hindu. 

W h e n  Rudra Sing died, Sib ascended the throne and 
became a disciple of Krishnaram Bhattacharjya, w h o m  

Which conssits of  the ntophvte prostrating himsclf before a 
, I  guru" whc tcaches him the "mantra*'. 
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he made lord of thc temple Kamaikhya. S ib  Sing. with 
the prodigality of a ncw con\lcrt. erected a numbcr of 
temples and  cxcavatcd many  tanks.' the greatest of 
which was "Siva's Sca", or  Sibsagar.** T h r o u g h  him 
Hinduism became the predominating rcligion in the 
province. T h c  Ahoms rcsistcd for a time; but  t h y  f i -  
nally took Hindu pricsts and  a b m d o n c d  thcir old tribal 
customs and ccrcmonics. Gait  ascribcs thc deterioration 
of the Ahoms  to thcir adoption of Hindu  customs 
which brought with thcm rulcs that  wcrc not  condu- 
cive to physical growth  and vigor. 

"The proccss of drtcrioration has gonc o n  stc~dilg, and  
n o  one  loohinj! at an  avcragc Al~orn of rhc prcscnt d ~ y  
uwuld suspccr llim of bcing thc dcsccnd~nt of' a racc of 
conqucrors, who. though small in numbcr, gradually 
cxtcndcd thcir rulc ovcr thc wholc of thc Moguls, cvcn whcn 
the lattcr uFcrc at thc zcnith of thcir powcr."' 

T h e  grcat Mogul  cmpirc had subducd onc provincc 
of India aftcr anothcr and so  camc to bc considcrcd wcll 
nigh unconqucrablc. Assam also h c c ~ m c  thc objccc of 
its dcsirc, and scvcral invasions wcrc at  tcmptcd. I t  was 
the ambition of Mir  Jumla in 1660-1  662 t o  bring t l ~ c  
province in to  subjcction; and  hc wrotc t o  thc cmpcror 
"that the next campaign would carry him to thc con- 
fines of China". Due to a combination of ignorance of 
the country,  inability t o  w i t b s t ~ n d  the climate, want  
of communications, and the impossibility of repairing 

T h c  entirc country around Sibsagar is dotted with artificial 
lakes which wcrc dug by ancient kings in commtmoration of 
one thing o r  another. 

*+  T h e  Sibsagar tank is a half mile squarc. T h c  legcnd has it that 
i t  was dug in one single day. Its surface is considerably high- 

er than the surrounding country. I t  is constructed by throw- 
ing u p  a l ~ r g c  embankment taking carth from nearby fields 
and from thc ccntcr of  thc lake. I t  i q  bclicved to  bc fed by 
springs which m ~ k c  thc watcr clcar and beautiful in compari- 
son t o  orhcr mud holes. 
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lo~scs  by re-cnforccmcnt. thc Mussulrnans wcre 11tcraIly 
wasbed out  of the country. Their  invasion n:vn 
brought thcm any  farther than Gauhati. which place 
thcy held for a comparatively short time. 

'Thus. in 1695.  when Rudra Sing, thc grcatcst of 
the Ahom kings.. asccndcd thc throne. his dominion 
was over all of the Assam Vallcy so f ~ r  as it was in- 
habited. He had cvcn succecdcd in bringing many of 
thc ),ill tribes under his sway. During tllc reign of his 
dncendant. Gaurinath Sing. a formidable uprising took 
place within the Ahom kingdom which t l~ rc~ tened  to 
wreck the country and which finally lcd to its down-  
fall. The Moarmarias.* a religious srct, had made 
several uprisings during previous rcipns. G ~ u r i n s  t h was 
a bitter cncmy of the Moarmarias and lost no opportun- 
iy to opprcu them. HC had. howcvcr, not properly 
estimated thcir strength. and aftcr a number of cnpragc- 
ments wi th  thcm. he was forccd t o  apply to a hlr. 
Rausch, a salt farmer at Goalpara. for help. Mr. Rausch 
sent seven hundred scpogs t o  aid him, but they wcre 
cut t o  pieccs.' T h e  Rajah of Manipur also sent a n  
armed force t o  Gaurinath's assistance, but thc'y also wcre 
defeated. In the meantime, thc King of Darang. Krishna 
Marayan. took advan t~gc  of G ~ u r i n i t h ' s  distress and 
marched on Gauhati whcrc Gaurinath was located at 
tk time. 

(jurinath again applied t o  Mr. Rausch and at the 
same time sent a deputation to Calcutta asking for 
help. At  the close of 1792. the British government 
sent a detachment under the command of Captain 
Welsh to assist Gaurinath. Captain Welsh defeatcd 
Krishna Marayan. put  down the Moarmarias insurrec- 
tion. and reduced the whole valley to obedience. Cap- 
* M- it r kind of fisb, and moro means to kill or catch; 

knce, moarrnariu. a fisherman rocio-rrligio~rs sect or cult. 
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tain Welsh \tv3s rccallcd, howcvcr. in 1794, and a few 
months later Gaurinath dicd. He was succcr.dcd by his 
sori Komalswar Singh. who was a mire puppet in thc 
hands of the minister and dicd in 1809. 

Komalswar was in turn followcd by his brothcr 
Chandra Kanto  Singh. He quarrelled wi th  his prime 
minister., the Bura Gohain.' T h c  young king ~ppl icd to 
the Burmcsc for help on t h e  ground that  bur^ G o h ~ i n  
had usurpcd the king's aethority. T l ~ c  Burmcsc utrrrly 
ovcrwhclmcd the Assamcsc troops led by Bur3 Gohain. 
and tbcn retired. T h e  q u ~ r r e l  was rcncwed. I~owcvcr. 
and the Bura Gohain w ~ s  killcd, or as sornc b:licvc, 
committed suicide by su~allowing diamonds. klis son 
then became Bura Gohain w h o  immcdiatcl y dcthroncd 
C h a d r a  Kanto. and in order t o  disqualify him for the 
throne split his cars and put Purand Singh on the 
throne instead. Chandra Kanto, howevrr, again applied 
to the Burmese for hclp. and P u r a n d ~ r  Singh realizing 
his own  in'fcrior fighting powcr, applicd to 111c British 
government for assistsncc: but 3s it was thc policy of 
the British govcrnmcnt to  intcrfcrc with thc ruling 
tribal kings as little as possiblc. be was rcfuscd aid ~ n d  
conscquently was dcfcatcd. T h e  Burmcsc thcn clme 
into power and placcd Chandra Kanto o n  the throne 
as a nominal ruler. He soon quarreled with thc Bur- 
mese, however, and was cxpclled. 

A t  this juncture mattcrs had come to a crisis be- 
tween Burma and the British govcrnmcnt. and on 
March.' 1824, war was dcclared with Burma? The 
British forces entered Assam via the Brahmaputra. with 
a gunboat flotilla. conquered the valley as fa t  as Kolia- 
bar, and during the ,next cold season completed their 
subjection of the rest. On February 24, 1826. the Bur- 
+ He was the regtnt. as the king \\*as merely a boy: 



mese, by the treaty of Yandabo  agreed a m o n g  othcr 
things t o  abstain f rom all interference in the countries 
n o w  constituting Assam.' Geographically, thcp. in 
1 6 3 3 .  the parts of Assam that  could be said t o  bc 
definitely under British control were thc districts of 
Kamrup.  Nowgong. and  Darrang. * 

In  that  same year. howcver. Ra jah  Purandar  Singh 
signed a trcaty I he would administer the country 
under British rule on  principles of peace and justicc and  
uvould p3y a tribute of Rs. 50.000 yearly. Captain 
Jenkins.  \vho was then the Governor-General's agcn t 
a n d  commissioncr in Assam. writes of this arrangc- 
mcnt  saying tha t  the native territory "was subjrct  t o  
the control  and intcrfcrcnce of the British officcrs i n  

matters and  in cases of complaint of a n y  gross 
mismanaacmcnt o r  i n j u s t i c ~ " . ~  

In 1838.  the trrritory undcr Pur tn t ia r  S ingh  was 
takcn ovcr by  the bccausc hc had fallcn 
hopclcssly bchind in his paymcnt of t l ~ c  tr ihutc and 
W.IS forccd to dcclarc himself unablc t o  carry on  thc 
administration. His portion of the Ass~rn \rallcy was 
then anncxcd t o  B c n g ~ I  and  was t o  bc administcrcd as 
l o ~ v c r  Assam had hccn bcforc, that  is, undcr complctc 
British rulc. 

T h e  story of the southern vallcy is cxtrcmcly ob- 
scurc: and the f r ~ g m c n t s  of history available and  re- 
lating to it arc not reliable. T h e  true history has becn 
lost in the fugitive memory of a barbarous pcople un -  
acquainted with  lcttcrs. In  the nineteenth ccntury. the 
Burmcse had t ~ k e n  possession of lManipur and threat- 
cncd to annex Cachar as wcll. T h e  English, seeing the 
danger of the Burmcse coming in from the south.  de- 
cided to prevent it  and rook up the cause of the Cachar- 

D a r r a n g  cxtcndcd to Gishnot .  Above t h a t  was N o r t h  Lakhirn- 
pur which czme undcr thc rule  of Purandar Singh.  
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is. The Burmese wcre driven out and Gobind C h ~ n d r a  
d a s  placed on the Cachari throne. He paid a spcfificd 
tribute to the British govcrnmcnt from 1524; but in 
1830 he was assas$inated, and since he did not lravr 
any male heir, his kingdom was anncxed by the British. 

Thus it occurred that bcforc the inception oi Cl~r is-  
tianicy in .Assam, most of thc prcscnt arca was undcr 
British ru1c. T h e  borders along thc t w o  m o u n t ~ i n  
ranges were, however, not vcry urc.11 dcfincd as thcsc 
tracts were inhabited by wild hcad hunting tribcs. 
Since these tribcs wcrc not i m p o r t ~ n t  cnough to c.l\lsz 
any significant disruption in t l ~ c  administration of t l ~ e  
plains, they wcrc for the most p j r t  Icft to thcir own 
devices 2nd pcculiar mcthods of social drvclopmcnt. 



BE:ITISH RULE 

At the r i m  of rhc inception of Chr is t ian~ty .  thc 
British govrinrncn t. as mentioned, wr3s for all prac~ical 
purposa in cnr~trol  of the province. In  1836.  whcn thc 
Brahmaputra \'alley carnc under British control, i t  w3s 
in the most d a p o r ~ b l c  condition. Not lcss than 30.000 
Assamcse had bccn clrricd away 3s slavcs. T h c  invaders  
t y  their inhuman and barbarous conduct h . ~ d  destroyed 
more than one-half of t h ~  cntirc p o p u l ~ t i o n  \vi~ich Ind 

I ' .  a i r c ~ d y  bccn thinned considerably by !ntcstinc com- 
motions and civil war\".' Thc suf frrings \ \~hich t hc 
Dlrrmcr inflicted upon thc A s s ~ r n c s c  \rfcrc rgp i c~ l  of 
thc most atrocious dccds of conquering p,ls.lns. 

t l lzn undcr thc povcrnmcnt of BcngaI. I t  u.aq  .~ccording 
to a t r c ~ t y  datcd August 12 .  1765.  with thc Mogul 
rmpcror. ccdcd t o  t i ~ c  E ~ s t  India C o m p ~ n y .  Cachar 
c j n c  undcr British protection by t rcl ty  of .\larch 6 .  
1 6 2-1 : and thi princc Gohind Chandra achnnwlcdgcd 
his zllegiancr to  the E l s t  India Company a n d  agreed to 
pay a y u t l y  t r ibr~t r  of R s .  10 ,000 .  

In 1835, thc whole valley, including Goalpara, was 
placed under the control and  supcrintcndencc of British 
authority, and t w o  years later, ruler for administration 
werc issuud under the sanction of governmcnt. 

T h c  administration of this multi-tribal and multi- 
linguiscial province was n o t  as easy as it may be 
thought. The people on the plains were constantly in 
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terror becausc of the mids madc b y  the barbarous hill 
tribcs o n  b o t h  sides of thc vallcy. T h e  Goalpara district 
was encircled by the Gar0  Hills. which wcrc inhabitcd 
by wild head-hunting C r o s .  urlro, like most of thc 
northeast frontier tribes, lived in constant intcr-tribal 
warfare and  made frequcnt mordcrous raids o n  the 
pcoplc of the plains, sometimes taking captive .evl~olr 
v i l l~gcs  of men. womcn. ~ n d  children. T l ~ c  Nags tribcs 
w l ~ o  lived farther cast were cqually barbarous and 
would occasion~ll  y swcep d o w n  upon thc bordering 
villages and  carry away captives and  hcads with  which 
t o  decorate thcir door  lintcls in thc Hills. + In ordcr to 
kccp marauders from doing too niiicl~ d;lrn~gc. i h c  
chicfs of thc bordcr countries wcrc madc responsible for 
rcstraihing iricursions and in return for  thcir scrviccs 
wcrc allowcd to hold thcir cstatcs at a vcry light rrv- 
c n u ~ .  + 

T h c  Khasis .ef9crc Iikc un to  thc rcst, troublcsc~nic mar-  
andcrs o n  t l ~ c  plains of Svlhct. F o r  ycars. t l ~ c y  llad 
plundcrcd t l ~ c  vicinity without  much intcrfcrcncc and 
i r  was not until 3826. ~ f t c r  tirc conqucst of A s s ~ m .  
that  thcy camc in contact with thc British govcrnmcnt. 

T c n  military cxpctlitions wcrr Icd into [ l ~ c  K J ~ J  Hills bc- 
twccn . I  835 and 186 1 .  the grcJtcr n r~mhcr  to punish r.~ids. 
T h c  burning of villages and thc hill in^ of sc\-cral hundrcd 
tribcsmcn in thcsc "punishing cxpcdirions" Icd thc governor- 
pcncral Dalhousic t o  sugpcst a withdrawal of intcrtcrcncc in 
intcrnal affairs of thc t r i be .  Hc ulrotc in I ~ i s  minutcs. accord- 
ing t o  Dr .  Mason. w h o  evidently got his quotation from Cov- 
crnmcnt Rcpons  dated F c b r u ~ r y  20. 185 1 .  "Hcxaftcr K C  

should confine oursclva t o  ou r  o w n  grounds;  protect it as i t  
can and must bc protected: not meddle in thc fcuds o r  fights 
of thcsc savages; cncouragc tradc with them as long as thcv 
arc peaceful toward us: and rightly cr t ludc them from 311 

communication, cithcr t o  sell what  thcy have got or t o  bug 
what they want,  if the7 should become turbulent or trouble- 
some". 

** Account given by Dr. Mason w h o  for fifty ycars usas a mis- 
sionary zmong the Garos. 



T h e  Khasia Hills scp~ra ted  tnVo plains and M r .  Scott, 
the commissioner of Assam. dccmcd it dcsirablc to unite 
them by building a road across the hills. T h e  K h ~ s i s  
wvcre suspicicus of thc white rulers a n d  fcared their in- 
Lcrvention, which, they thought.  would lcad t o  sub- 
jection. While  the party was surveying the land for  
the purposc o f  building the road, a B c n g ~ l i  scrrTant of 
M r .  Scott, made an  indiscreet threat in a quarrel with 
thc Khasis that  Mr.  Scott would t ~ k e  posscssion of the 
Khasia Hills and make all thc pcople servants. T h i s  
caused a rumor to spread among the cl~icfs that  the 
English had come to s u b d u ~  the l ~ n d .  A surprise attack 
was made upon the surveying party and  L i c u t e n ~ n t s  
Burlton and Bcdingficld. with f i f t y  o r  s ixty othcrs, 
wcre massacred. A long war cnsucd. and  it was not 
until 1 8 3 3  that  a trcaty was sipncd irr which thc K h t s i j  
Hills bccamr a f c u d ~ t o r y  state. 

Space and time forbid dealing wi th  the numcrocs 
other hill tribcs along thr frontitr .  Sufficc it to s ~ y  
that  somc of thc most intcrcsting a n d  primitive people 
inllrrbit thcsc mountains. Wit}] u c h  onc of thcsc tribcs, 
thc British govcrnmcnt is mars or lcss conccrncd, and 

. 
in spite of  colossal blundcrs o n  the part  of individual 
officials, has maintained a high degree of ordcr, i n d  has 
respcctcd, in so far as it was possible. the prejudices and 
peculiarities of the pcopk. I t  bu t  natural, when a 
Christian nation becamc t b  conqueror, tha t  its subjects 
were influenced by its professed religion: b u t  othcr 
foreign rcligions. such as Mohammedanism and  ~ i n d u -  
ism mere also'there and in the ultimate development of 
Christianity among the primitivz people of thp hills. 
the opposition of the Mohammedan and Hindu  has bezn 
greater than that of the animistic religions. 

There  are also certain government officials w h o  
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sinccrcly object to  the p r o p ~ g ~ t i o n  of the Christian 
faith on  the ground that Christ i~rl i ty brings with it a 
westernization that is dct r imcnt~l  to the hcalth and 
wtlfate of the unsophisric~rcd villagc folk, and to  the 
life of the primitive tribes among the bills in Assam.' 
T h e  objectors forget, hotvcl*er. rhat the evil which is 
brought is not from Christianity. but from p ~ g ~ n i s r n  
in Christianity. T h e  rcvrrbcrations of the underworld 
in London.  Paris, Ncw I 'ork,  and  Chicago, cJn hardly 
be charged t o  Cl~ristianity. t:gt r ~ t h c r  t o  the p q a n  cle- 
mcnts in  the West. 



CHAPTER IV 

INTRODUCTION OF Ck!RiS*?'l:I\NITY 

U'hcn William Carey wcnt to i ndL. i n  1 79 3 .  hc sct 
iz motion a Christian influcncc that sprcad much 
f ~ r t I ~ c r  than hc o r  his associates cvcr dared to drcarn. 
Ec ~ ~ 3 5 ,  indirectly at I c l ~ t ,  rcsponsiblc for the intro- 
duction of Christianity in to  3 number of provinces in 
I n d i ~ .  T l ~ r o u g h  Carey's mission, work WJS s t ~ r t r d  in 
Bcrma: and it upas through Scrampore. the hcadquar- 
tcrr of the Carcy mission. tha t  A s s ~ m  rrccircd its first 
Chriarizn imprtus. T l ~ r o u g h  his cfforts of, translating 
I ~ C  Scriptures in to  scrcral langu.~gcs. C ~ r c y  scnt thc 
tc;ihinjis of Christ to J nrlmbcr of tribes tint wcrc not 
to harc any E u r o l ~ c ~ n  missionaries for  sctcr3l dccadcs 
to come. Missionary \ w r k  was carricd on  among thcsc 
v~rirrus  pcoplcs tbrougb Indian p rc~c i~cr s .  I t  thus hap- 

pncd that in his stupendous schcmc of translating the P- 
Bible into all thc languages of India, Dr. Carey includ- 
cd thc Assamcse. T h e  New Tcstamrnt  was complctcd 
in 1819, and the whole Bible was tianslated in 1813.' 
Cafortunatcly this \Gas no t  J good.translation. since it 

pr~ctically unin tc l l i~ ib le  to the o rd ica r r  rlssamcsc. 
I n  making this translation. Dr. Carey had to rcly en- 
tirrlg on an Aswmesc pundit  r h o  had n o  knoWlrdgc 
of Christian thcology or  terms wi th  which to express 
it. The rcsult was that  SO much Sanskrit w a s  incorpo- 
rated as t c  render the book useless for  the purposc fo r  
\~hi ih it was criginally intended. It was only a very 
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small learned group who could comprehend it, and 
then. all theobgical terms were misintcrprctcd as thcy 
were based entirely upon the Hindu religion. 

The English Baptist Mission in Calcutta was located 
on the vcry threshold of Assam; and it wzs bnt x t u -  
ral, thcrcforc, that thcsc c ~ r l y  convcrt5 to C!~ristiar.ity. 
who rcccivcd their training at Scr~mporc, should dcsirc 
to  go beyond the bordcrs of Bengal i n d  pcnctr~tc chc 
fascinating hills at the north as wcll as to  travcrrc thc 
fertile valley of r!,c Brahmaputra. I n  t h i s  conncct ion: 
it is interesting ro note that r first contr:rt. 
Krishna Chandra Pal, wss t l ~ c  first missionrrr\. to r l ~ c  
Khasia Hills. I t  was through his cfforts c l r ~ c  the first 
Khasis wcrc baptized. As far as Assam propcr is con- 
cerned, thcrc is no rccord of any Cllristian convcrts 
coming alonc from Bcngal or otlxr part of India 
to  makc an important contribution to thc spiritual life 
of Assam. 

Rev. John  Mack wrote to his S o c i c t y . b n  Janu-  
ary 4, 1835: prcscnting the commcrci~l possibilities of 
Assam. particularly mentioning thc cultivation of tca. 
He saw how Assam could bccomc a hiplway of com- 
merce bctween China and the East India Company's 
realm. Hc also saw alongside this commcrcial opcning. 
opportunities of trcmcndous importaacc regarding t hc 
development of Christianity in this part of thc \vorld. 
He ~vrotc:  "The barricr against intercourse bctwccn our 
subjects and CHinesc . . . u~ould be broken down . . . 
and an open door afforded into the celestial empire." I t  

is evident from this citation that the early thought was 
to  possns Assam for Christ and then to use it as a 
means to  gretter ends. - namely, as a highway into 
China. After having thoughtfully and carefully con- 
sidered what sacrifices such an opening would demand 



of m y  individual d ~ r i n g  t o  attcn:pt I t ~ s k ,  he con- 
tinucd, "yet can ~ v c  Jclre to scnd out  a brothcr t o  takc 
advantage of these favorable circumstances .Y3 

In  1829. howcvcr. the first dcfinire stzp for mission- 
ary work in Assam was t ~ k e n .  F o r t u n ~ t c l y  fo r  111 
concerned in  the Christian cnrerprise the guvernmcnt 
officials of thc province a t  that  time \rpcrc persons in- 
tsnscly intcrcstcd in the c d u c ~ t i o n  of thcir newly J C -  

quired subjects. Mr .  Scott,  the cl~icf commisrioncr of 
t l ~ c  v ~ l l c y ,  cncouragcd thc establishment of a mission ~t 
G ~ u h a t i  and in p ~ r t i c u l a r  did he urgc that  a school 
sllould br started. hliss Mack, the daugl~tcr  of onc of 
ttw mission;rries at Scramporc, wrotc of h l r .  Scott t I I J ~  
I x  was "a good friend to thc mission. ~ n d  J supporter 
of d l  our institutions and is anxious for 1 1 : ~  instruction 
and cnlightcnrncnt of t11c ~ r o ~ l c  undcr 11ir c~rc". '  GJU- 
h ~ t i  was thcn thc c~pit.11 of thc provincc. i f  a provincr 
it could bc called. It  was considcrcd a ccntrBr. both 
froin an administrative and  a political point of vicw. 

At this timc, thcrc was in t11c I crnpioy J 

young Englishman namcd J ~ m c s  Rac. \\.!lo .;:rvcd for 
scvcral ycars as Supcrin tcndcn t of Public \l.o:.ks. 7'hcrc 
is rcrf  littlc record of Xlr. Rac. csccpt a f c a  notations 
fmm a journal writtcn b y  Min  Mack 3t Scramporr 
Collcgc, where she writes of him that  "11c is 3. n ~ t i v c  of 
Dumfrics. born I think of pious parcnts. a t  a n y  ratc 
having acccss t o  the mcans of grace but  ncver har ing  
felt its power. He camz ou t  here as 3 soldlcr".' He was 
stationed at  Dacca, and while there he cvidcntly had a 
very rcal ch i i s t ian  experience, which led him in sub- 
sequent yczrs to dcvotc his time to missionary service. 
In his political career, he had a n  opportuni ty to study 
the spiritual needs of the people. H e  e\-idently felt, 
however, that he was not properly qualified as a mis- 
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rionary, and  in 1 S27  and 1816,  hc cntcrcd Scranrrorc 
coilcsc to p r c p x c  himsclf for  the scrvitr.." .After J per- 
iod or' prcp3r~r ioh  at  Scrampore. he uric ordainct~ to 
thz Gospel ministry. In Ju ly ,  1829 ,  hc and his wifc and 
littic child urcrc o n  thcir way t o  Gauhati.  

Krishna P Carcp's first convert, had spcnt same 
time in thc K h a s i ~  Hills: and his report regarding his 
succcss. and thc sccming rcadincss of thcsc pcop!: -to 

rcccivc the gpsp:l Icd thc mission~rics  a t  Scrampor;. to 
hope tha t  if R.ic scttlcd a t  G a u h ~ t i .  bc would also bc 
able to rcach the Khasis f rom thcrc. This hopc was 
partialJy rcalizcd, for Rac rcportcd in 1 8 3 0  that hc had 
under his c h ~ r g c  " t \r?clrc in tcrcsting youths, t hrcc 
Khasis a n d  ninc Garos. committed to his a r c  by hl r .  . * -  D ~ v i d  Scott, commissioncr of Assam. I I t  tvas t t~crc- 
forc hopcd that M r .  Rac would bc ~ b l c  t o  continuc and 
cnlarpc w o n  thc work \vhich Krisi~n:, Pal had startcd 
in 18 1 3. In ordcr to bc ablc t o  do  morc cffcctive uporh. 
hc was associated u ~ i t h  J nativc i~clpcr n ~ m c d  Ram- 
chundra Nat11 : hut  cridcn t ly this fellowship w a y  not 
of a long duration. as in onc sf his lcttcrs to the homc 
officc he urrotc tha t  his hclprr soon rcturncd to Scr.lm- 
porc bccausc "hc was not prcparcd t o  suffsr hardsl~ips  
and t o  labor cffcctivcly".Yn a lzttcr from ano t i~c r  mis- 
sionary (Lisk)  , thc trials and  difficulties of this pio- 
nccr Rac arc cnumcratcd, showing that  aftcr illncsscs of 
various kinds. thc climax was rcached urhcn he \{?as 
"brrcarcd of his cxcmplary urifc".!' T h u s .  it sccms .that 
this young missionary met w i t h  obstacles from the vcry 
inception of his work  in Assam, and i t  is possible that  
these impediments were thc reason for his withdrawal 
f rom the field 'in a comparatively short  time. 

There were, howcvcr, othcr sides to tbe situation: 
and letters record cncooragcment, as far as the progress 

1373 



of thc work was concerned. A ylacc v . - ~ s  o p n e d  for 
prcakhing where clVc.ry one could 11car: 2nd r n m y  were 
\trilling to accept Christianity: bu t  thcy madc no  dcfin- 
itc profcsion of it i s  they fcarcd religious pcrsccuti-on 
and social ruin. R a e ,  howcvcr, was  visitcd by mzny 
inquirers w l ~ o  wcrc intcrcstcd in the nc\r  rclipion, and 
h e  distributed many Ncw Tcstamcnts.  poor though 
t t ~ c y  lvcrc. in the Ars3mesc l~nguapc:  and 3 nulnbcr of 
B:ng,li t r x t s  wcrc sc~t te rcd   broad. I t  \ r ~ s  I .  Rac's 
qrczt anbi t ion  to place a h'cw Tcstanwnt in every 
hc.1t11r.n tsmple. Hc rcpor~cd from G a i i h ~ t i  t h ~ t  tbe 
p20plc wcr: fricndly : t11:lt sclrools 1 1 ~ d  hccn oprnzd by 
ctrt>i;l  E~:ropcans: and  r ? n t  t l ~ c  work \tP.ls qui tc  aucccss- 
ful. '" F r c ~ n ~  1hc salc of litcraturc and from don31 ions rc- 
c t i ~ v ~ d  . s able to s:nd to tllc Prcss at Scr.11nporc 

goodly sum of Rs. 7 1 3." 
I n  1 6 i 6 .  R ~ c  was cncouragrd by t l ~ c  ! ~ ~ ~ ~ i s n i  of six 

i n d i v i d u ~ 1 ~  and by t l ~ c  iorma~iol!  of t!,c first Cl~ris t ian 
c!lurcI, in  itx Assam \ ' ~ l l c y .  I n  conncccion i r . i ! I j  : h i 5  

!,royrczs. !.irk wrotc:  "A c1~1prl 1 1 ~ s  bccti i.rc;?.~r,d ~ n d  
.-t3 :Jcii~icl:~i missioi:.iry is n , r r ~ t l y  rc..cl:cI"." T l ~ c  
c!?iircI~ \v:s formcd of tlrvclvc individu.11~. i n c i u d i n g  t l ~ c  
nisionarics: and hc \\-rote tint for SOI:IC t imc much 
prosp:rfty li*ss cnjoycd by it. 

T h i s  cl~urch 'had not  bccn in existcnc:. for more 
than a scar when its progr:ss was p ~ r t l y  chcckcd 
2nd the outlook d i m n ~ c d .  T w o  of thc sm311 numbgr 
co-stitut ing the ncrnbcrship wcrr suspcndcd from 
communion because of immoral living.'; T h c  p:ople 
w h o  formerly had listcncd attentively to thc prcacl~ing 
had become accustomed to the white preachcr : and Rae 
was discouraged and disgusted because. as he said. "they 
make sport of the whole and  declare thcy care not  for 
hell or God's wrath". 
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In response to various pleas, a scco~d  missionary, 
Mr. Robinson, was scnt  to G ~ u h ~ t i ;  and ~ f t t r  his a r -  
rival scveral schools wcrc opened. Rac now had time to 
make a numbcr of cxtcndcd missionary tours in the 
province at(which timo hc distributed r n m y  tracts a n d  
gorpcls. hlr: Robinson ~ l s o  m ~ d c  a t o u r  o i  Nowgong. 
the main villase of 3 grcat district in  1::: i>rorincc. 
about scvcnty- five milcs from Gaul~ati. u*i~src he urg- 
ently so1iclt:d funds to zst~blish a n  Enplit.l~ scl~ool and 
to open up a new mission station." Thiq ~ l n d ~ t . t , ~ l r i n ~  
howc\;cr, upas of comp~rativcly s l~ort  dur.lrion: and 
cvidmtly. dtic to the discvuragcmcnt at G~lil: .~ti  or ! . ~ c k  
of rc-rnforccmcnt. thc work tl~rrc also can:; i>i ~:.ric;rll  y 
to a stsndstill. 

When in 1837. hlr. l'homas and . !3ronznn. 
ncwly appointed mission.~rics of thc h r n c r l a n  hp t i s t  
hlissionary Union, camc by Ga~ul~3ti o n  t!?:ir w.~y to 
S~diya .  r work had bci*n st:i.~rd b:. P;~th.-.n 
Brown. Mr. Tllomas \\.rot< tint t l ~ c  \ ~ * c b r . ! .  - n  Gauh.:ti 
\ r * ~ s  not in  a flourishing condition. :-:d I:ts q21d smong  
othcr t!~ings t h ~ t  thc English scrvicc bilil i ~ r  t : ! c  L r ~ r o -  
p a n s  w a s  \*cry poorly attcndcd. Mt* cc.nill?:?::c~I on t ! ~  

word "for". bccausc. hc said. tbcrc w.1~ nobody in t l ~ c  
church to preach to. Tha t  Sunday whcn Bronson and 
Thomas attcndcd. there \rpcrc only six prcsc- t. Thol;lzs 
further bewailed the fact that Rac had acc:pted t11c 
poiition of tcacher in a povcrnmcnt schoo! mhcrc hr 

10 
would not k allowcd to tcach anythin; bct thc 
sciences. 'and non-religious sub jccts. 

Soon,after the advent of the ~ m e r i c a n  Baptist Mis- 
sion, Rae retired from missionary service and went into 
tducational work. Latcr Robinson also left the prov- 
ince for work in Bhutan. On hlarch 7, 1833. intelli- 
ghxe irr m d v d  Crrm Gptain Jenkins and the Rev 
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M r .  Robinson tha t  the Scramporc mission stations were 
to be given u p  by the parent society: ~ n d  that  ' i t  was . 
agrcrd tha t  the  Assam and Arracan regions wcrc to be 
relinquished to thc Amcrican Bap~ists ."~ This  lcft  Assam 
entircly in thc charge of the American' Baptists: and 
strenuous efforts lvcrc madc to pcrsuadc t h a n  to man 
thc cntire Bx~llrnaputra  Valley, which WJS undcr Brit- 
ish control: a n d  wkcrc missionarics could work  witla- 
out fcar of molestation. T l ~ c  studznt of missionary 
mevemcnts is imprcsscd with tlrc f ~ c t  thae had the 
Arf~erican Baptists scnt a misrion~ry as s ~ ~ g g c s t c d  in 
1838" to ccntinuc thc work, which Krisllna Pal had 
bcgun in rhc Khasia Hills. and at  a timc whcn t l ~ c  Lon-  
don Missionary Socicty was unable to supply men for 
that field. the story of Christianity in Assam might 
havr b c ~ n  altogether different and  Assam might havc 
rankcd as thc outstanding Baptist mission . in  thc world 
today. 



CHAPTER V 

UP T H E  BRAHIZIIAPUTRA 

Paradoxical as it mJy sccm. Christianity has oftcn 
invaded ncw tcrritory hand-in-hand with military 
forccs. T h i s  was thc c ~ s c  in Ass~m. T h c  E n g l i \ l ~  Ihp-  
tists occupird Gau ln t i  f rom 1 8 2 9  a n d  for scvcn suc- 
cccding years,  b u t  it uva~s lcft for the Amrr icm U~ptists  
to accompany thc British military forces to t l ~ r  tlrrcs11- 
old of the "Cclcstial Empirc" in 1836. 

Ir had long bccn thc dcsire of thr missionari:~ in 
Burma t o  "introducc thc gospcl among thc S h ~ n s  - 
an intcrcsting family of tribcs inhabiting uncsplorcd 
rcgions to thc nor th  and cast - a n d  tl~rough thcm 
it was cxpcctcd by inland routc to rcach to China", 
whosc seaports wcrc a: t11c timc scalcd against forcign- 
crs.' Dr. Judson  had dreamcd of th: posibility of cs- 
tablishinp scvcral mission stat ions in thc tcrritory north 
of Burma and  south  of China.  and  whcn th: for 
opening the work in S ~ d i y a  wcrc proposcd. hc cxprcsscd 
his great dclight in a lcttcr home: 

"hly heart lcaps for joy and glows with gratitude and 
praise to God,  whcn I think of brothcr Joncs at Bangkok. 
in the southcrn extremity of the contincnt. and brother 
Brown at Sadiya in Auam,  o n  the frontiers of China - 
immensely distant points, - and of all the intervening 
stations, Ava, Rangoon, Kyouk-Phyoo, Maulmcin, and 
Tavoy,  and thc churches and schools that are springing up in  
Every station and throughout the Karcn wilderness. Happy 
lot. to live in these days:": 

T h e  invitation cam, from the British 
through the English Baptists a t  Calcutta. Captain Jen- 
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kins, Gor*crnor -Gcn~r~ l ' s  agent and commissioner i n  
Assam, wrote to Mr. Trcvclyan, a civil service man in 
Bcngal, inviting t l ~  B ~ p t i s t s  to d o  Christian work "in 
thc northeast district of Assam occupicd b y  t w o  triber 
of the great Shan family. the Khamcis and the Singh- 
pas".= Hc further points ou t  that  I Xlissions ivould 
be undcr "the protcction of our  govcrnmcnt and would 
not bc liablc to those checks \vhlc11 t l ~ c  R ~ n g o o n  mis- 
sion has c o n s t ~ n t l y  suffcrcd from the j c ~ l o u s y  and bar- 
h ~ r i t y  of thc Arr  govcrnmcnt".' 1Mr. P ~ J ~ c c .  the Sccrc- 
tJry of the English Daptists. ~ r o t c  to ~ I l i  rniss ion~rir .~ 
in itangoon saying. "It  a p p c x s  c\.idcnr l h ~ t  an C ~ ~ C C -  

t u ~ l  door is o;xmcd for thc r s t . ~ b l i s ~ ~ n ~ ~ ~ n t  of a b tanc l~  
VI your ~nission to tlw north:ast of A s s ~ n i .  1 must con- 
C,~SS I shall feel truly happy i f  you fccl inclincd t o  cntcr 
. Its pcogr.~pl~icaI situation wi th  rcl.~tion t o  your 
mission seems to rcndsr i t  p a r t i c t ~ l ~ r l y  d~~sir6illc."~' 

7 . 1 ~  B o ~ r d  sccms t o  l ~ ~ v c  b r rn  movcd by t l ~ r  cn- 
ti~uciaxm a n  t l ~ c  pzrt of t l ~ c  Burma mis~;ionarirs ~ n d  
zlqo b y  tl)r inrit~t inn c3S Captain .Icnhin.;. c.110 is rcprc- 
rt-.r~t::! .Is J *'m.~n of ; i t  i?-it  y, intL*lligcncc . t i ~ ~ l  hrnc+olcnt 
r 9 .  

,\.:,111);. ~ 1 1 0 5 :  cb~r.?ct:r and  cxcrtions s l ~ n d  rcry higlr 
in tljc r s t in l~ t ion  of t !~c  jiovcrnm~.nt" :', a n d  furthcr by 
t!;,. rcry gcnerous offer of Captain .Jcnl,ins m ~ d c  in 
connection with thc opcning of a s ta t ion a t  Sldiya.  

"KO attention of minc." he wProt.c, "should of coursc be 
wanting to makc the ~ I J C C  comfortable to any missionaries 
and 1 i l l  be u*illing to contribute my mite to t11cir 
establishment. l'ou may mcn tion that I \vi!l subscribe 2 ,000 
rupcl. if a family is scttlrd n s a  mission at Sadiya: and 
u~heneoer they bare bad a press at work for six months I 
will k happy to double that sum, i f  I remain in charge of 
the province.": 

Nathan Brown. one of the missionarizs in Burma, 
uphen approached as to his willingness to make the 
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attempt "embraced the proposal wi th  i n s t ~ n t  cnthus- 
i a ~ r n " . ~  O n  Dcccmber 1 6. 1 83  5. t l w  Board wrotc to 
Captain Jenkins over the signaturc of Lucius Bo1lr.s. 
corresponding sccrctary, accepting tllc invitation and 
inforncd him of thcir action regarding the appoIn t mcnt 
of Brown for the task. "It is probable you will h a w  
bccn appniscd bcforc this lcttcr s l ~ ~ l l  IIJVC rcaclxd you 
of the mcaslircs wc havc adoprcd for t l ~ c  immcdiatc lo- 
cation o f  a mission at  S;ldiy;t. tllc place rccommc~~dcd 
in your lctter to M r .  Trcvclyan."" T l ~ c  Board for t l~zr  
commends Mr.  Brown to Captain .Jsnkins 3s bring 1 
man of "strict integrity, cnlargcd views and truly 
Christian kindness. and  \ rp i l l  prore i ~ i n ~ s c l f  dcscrring 
of your  frlt 'or~blc rcgard". 

Thus the vcnturc ~ v a s  1.lunclrcd. Sadiya was  to b: 
thc frontier station and thc doorway i n t o  t l ~ c  cclccti~l 
cmpirc. I t  w ~ s  hopcd that Joncs. Jr Bangkok. and  thc 
othcr Sizm missions \vould t l ~ u s  bc of c a ~ y .  acccss. l l r .  

I I Brown ufrotc, Y o u  will casily scc. b y  inspcctir~g th; 
map. that  brothcr Joncs can ~ s c c n d  t l ~ c  Si;lm riv\-r 
about  two-thirds  of t l ~ c  d i s t ~ n c c  to S ~ ( l i y ~ . @ '  i\l.1\ .l TIN 
m a p  did not  rcvcal thc impassablc mountain n~c! , ,  nor 
did it mark in modcrn fasl-lion, with rccl and blue 3ins. 
the location of the wi!d and barbarous trihcs in t::osc 
hills.  hat was kno~vl:dpc ~v!~ich  B r c u ~ n  .was latc: to  
acquire through somc of the most p l infu l  inisslonarr 
experiences rccorded in human h i ~ t o r y .  

Pcople cvcrywhcre were i i ~ r f i l ~  in;rr:stcd in thc p:o- 
ject; a n d  friends, both  in India and Amcric3, scnt in 
funds to launch it. * From a commercial, as well as from 
a religious point  of view. Sadiya g w e  promis: of be- 

* Major White 2001-: Mr. Bruce, a tea planter. and Lt.  Chad- 
tcn 1001- cach; Mr. Bird from Allhabad 250i-: Captain 
Jenkins 30001-. Missior?ary hIagazine, 18 3 5 .  Vol. 1 6; p. 1 95. 
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coming a great ccntcr through which intcrnational in- 
tercourse between China and lndia \vould take place. 

Captain Jenkins had promised to  double his pledic 
in the event a printing prcss would be scr up. All con- 
cerned realized the ncccssity of schools: and the need 
for rcading material was only too obvious. T h e  nearest 
printing press was scvcral months' journey away, and 
the h o p  of producing any litcraturc outsidc of Sadiya 
sccmcd futile; hcncc, the ncccssity of a printing prcss and 
a man to  run it. Mr. 0. B. Cuttcr was appointed to be 
Mr. Brown's associate and to head up this department. 

In ordcr to  visualize thc rcmotcncss of thc station, 
a bricf recital of the long and tedious journry up thc 
Brahmaputra River may bc helpful. T o  trarcl overland 
was inconceivable, as thcrc were no  roads connecting 
Calcutta with Assam: a n d  the roads in Assjm itself 
wcrc impassable and dangerous. T o  br sure. t l ~ c  Brahm- 
aputra was no speedway. In thc "cold scason". thcn as 
nc w. its channcls wcrc nrrrrow and difficult to find, 
oftcn causing the craft to ground on somc unsuspcctcd 
sandbar. In  the "rains" its strcam was cxtrcrncly swift 
and turbulent with shifting bcds and full of snags torn 
from the banks, making any sort of navigation e r -  

-trcmely dangerous. Its course uras through dcnsc and 
tcrrible jungles where r o ~ m c d  wild clcphan ts, tigers. 
rhinocercs, and buffalocs. T h c  dangcr of falling trees 
while journeying by day, and of jungle fcrcrs and 
bcasts while mooring b y  night, was the lot of those 
early pioneers. 

O n  the twentieth of November, 1835. thc little 
company consisting of the two missiondry families. the 
Cutters and the Browns, started their long and tedious 
journey up the Brahmaputra.. Just when they would 
be "due" at Sadiya was a subject concerning which the 
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boatmen were i g n o r ~ n t ,  not  to say indifferent. Thcy 
had procured threc Bcngali boats, one  for each family 
and  one as a floating kitchen and storchousc. each v~ssc1 
being "some five or sin feet in width .  and twrn ty  or 
thir ty  feet in length".'" A canopy of split bamboos and 
palm leaves, built ovcr the ccntcr affordcd the 

* 
travelers shcltcr a t  night and  during thc day profiction ..- f rom the burning tropical sun.  ~ I I C S C '  boats wcrc 

,manned by a manj i  o: captain. wit11 six or  cight rncn 
under h im,  w h o  w3lL1.d in 3 foo t -p l [h  along tlw bank a 

of the  river. pulling thz boot aftcr r l~crn by m c m s  of 
ropcs."" Whcrc thcrc upas n o  patl). t11csz rncn would 
push thc  boats by mc.ins of poles.+ Somstimcs t1::ir 
craft would bc whirlcd about  by t l ~ r  currcnt a n d  hcadcd 
d o w n  strcam: iga in  i t  would bc das l~cd  and  torn by 
wind a n d  rain. Somctimcs thc t r ~ v c l c r s  wcrc forccd to 
halt. duc  t o  shal low \cJrcr, and  wcrc compcllcd to trans- 
fer all thcir goods into s m d l  dugouts. On h n u a r y  18. 
1836. o r  ncarly two  r;:onths Iatcr. Brown I\-rotc from 
bclow Gaulmti, "U'c should h a w  bccn up much f ~ r t h c r .  
h ~ d  it n o t  bccn for s ! ~ ~ l l o w  watcr in passing from 
the Hoogly to the G ~ n g : s  . . . - 1: 

For  seventeen long \vccks thcy \r.crc pushcd and 
pullcd throbgh dense jungles and  u n k n o w n  country,  
isolated cn tirely f rom 111 civilization and European 
contact. A t  the bcginning of the journcy thcy were 
occasionally visited b;. Dritish officials.'"ai as th:y 
procccdcd u p  the vallcy thcse visits ccascd. T h e  hard- 
ships of such a journey must be left to the imagination 
of thc reader. Suffice it t o  sap. thnt 'had the missionaries 
turned 'from the prospects bcfore thcm a n d  sought some 
less exposed and  more promising field, the act might 

The  boatman securing the lower md of his pole in thc river 
bhtom propelled t)# bc:. forw~rd  by holding the polc and 
walking toward the rejr of the boat. 
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havc becn considcrcd the natural dictate of prudence. 
"But there is a martyr  spirit which transcends mere 
sclf-seeking prudencc; its laws a n d  allcgiancc bcing 
those of another kingdom. m # 

O n  March 23, 1836, thc Browns arrivzd i n  Sjdiya. 
T h c  station was morc o r  lcss in turmoil .  ?'hc K l ~ ~ m t i s  
had made scvcral raids; but  thc missionclrics wcrc \vcl- 
comcd by the officials in thc s ta t ion:  and thc bungalow 
of Captain Charl ton,  w h o  had gonc to C ~ l c u t t a  for 
trcatmcnt of urounds he had rcccivcd in one of the cn- 
countcrs with tbc Kl>;lmtis, was pu t  at  L I I C  dispos~l of 
t hc mission~rics." 



CHAPTER VI  

UNFOLDING REALITIES 

T h c  purpose in occupying Sadiya was: as has ~ l r c a d y  
bccn s t a t ~ d ,  to connect t11c Cl~incsc fronticr \vith Burma 
in t l ~ c  hopc tha t  thc tribcs bctwccn Sadiya a n d  A r a  
would bc cvangclized and that an  cntrancc in to  China 
might also be cffcctcd. T h c  undertaking was supposcd 
to +? bc c o m p ~ r a t i v c l y  simple' both  by M r .  P c ~ r c c  and 
Mr .  Drown.  I t  was also thought that  thc S h ~ n  I ~ n p u ~ p r  
was so  much like thc Burmcsc tha t  thcrc might hc a 
possibilty of mcrging thusc two and  thus  producing 
litcraturc on a large scalc. I t  did not takc long. howcvcr. 
to rcalizc that  this was morc or lcss of a delusion. hlr. 
Brown,  having procurcd a S l n n  teacher, wrotc from 
somcu~hcrc below Gaullati saying. "We find it [ thc  
Shan Language] cntircly diffcrcnt f rom thc Burmcsc."' 

T h e y  wcre also to cxperie6ce another  disappoint - 
mcnt in tha t  thc Shan tribc among w h o m  they cxpcctcd 
to work  a t  Sadiya was not  thcrc! T h e  peopIc among 
w h o m  they cxpcctcd to labor livcd bcyond thc moun-  
tains: T h e  high hopc that  had been placed in the S h ~ n  
language as a means of communication was radcly 
shakcn. T h e  encouraging words of M r .  Trcre lyan .  
" T h e  Shan language furnishes a ready means of inter- 
courzc with pcrhaps a greater number of pcoplc than 
any other language in the world. except Chincsc i t -  
self."2 lost their power. Mr. Brown,  however, scttling 
down to csld facis writes. "This region providentially 
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opens before us; and  after long a n d  tcdious journtys. 
we have a t  length arrived upon the ground whcrc we 
shall n o  doub t  spend the remainder of o u r  days."' His 
fai th  in the missions in Assam remaincd unshaken, and  
hc spoke of them as "the most impor tant  and cncour- 
aging ficlds in  all the c ~ s t . " ~  

T h e  pcoplc roundabout Sadiya wcre Assamcr, and 
thcy spoke "a dialect of thc Brngali l a n g u ~ g e . " T l ~ c y  
uscd Bengali characters; and within a shor t  timc the 
missionaries were fcvcrishly studying the Assamcsc. 

T h e  c r c ~ t i o n  of a mission compound a n d  thc crcc- 
tion of thc ncccssary buildings, both  for thc housing of 
thc mission~rics a n d  the schools, was J long a n d  tedious 
task. Building m ~ t c r i a l  was all in thc raw. Boards, 
mils ,  and ordinary building material were u n k n o w n :  
but o n  J ~ n u a r y  6. a school was opcnrd, which, within 
a \vcck. had twenty  boys. with fivc lcarning English, . . .I 

2s thcy said. wi th  :q:rncss truly astonishing. 1m- 
mcdiatcly aftcr J u n r  12.  a sitc for thc hlission Com- 
pound was procured o n  thc north bank d the Kuril 
Rircr. one milc f rom thc cantonmcnt&ut- t w o  milcs 
f rom the old villagc of Sadiya. O n  6ccfmber-16, tllry 
cntcrcd thcir o w n  home and the routine wdrk  of 
p rc~ch ing  and teaching was begun. Whi le  M r .  Brown 
saw the opportunity for work  anlong the ~ s s a r n c s c ,  he 
was, nev~rtheless, keenly intcrcsted in thc Khamtis and 
the Singphos. T h e  Abors, a warlike tribe near Sadiya. 
appealed to him t r e r n ~ n d o u s l y . ~  He wrote to the Board 
put t ing before i t  the need for  more missionaries* 

Mr. Brown gave himself over to the production of 
books. He soon found tha t  the translation of the  Bible 
produced by Carey, through interpreters, x i s  so full  of 
Bengali and Sanskrit ~ v o r d s  t h ~ t  it was practically use- 
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less. T h e  ordinary Indian could not rcad it, and its re- 
vision was prxtically impossiblc; but hlr.  Brown 
 rote, "We concluded not to  make any alterations 
which could possibly be avoidcd. as we had not ob- 
tained that prrfcct acquaintance with the l ~ n g u ~ p c .  
which would hc ncccssary in ordcr to cnablc us to m ~ k c  
a thorough revision."' Hcncc. in J a n u ~ r y .  1838. he bc- 
gan to makr a ncw translation. 3 s  thc corrcctions wcrc 
too numeraus. In  the Sermon on t11c Mount. he h ~ d  
madc no lcss than t w o  hundrcd and thirty alterations." 
About twcnry-scvcn months aftcr 111s arrivcl, two hun- 
dred ~ n d  thirty pagcs I~ad  bccn prcp~rcd and 4.850 
copies. or  a total of 1 35.850 p3gc.s printed. beside thir- 
teen chnptcrs of hlat thaw.'' 

Tbcse wcrc in Assamcsc. T i .  and English. and 3 

Khamti Catcchism of onc t11ous;lnd copirs soon follow- 
cd. T h i s  is a formidable amount \\.l~cn onc  takcs into 
account tllc mcdicval mcthod of pri~itirlg and  thc 05- 
strrclcs which wcrc in tbc way. Mr. Cuttci h ~ d  bccn 
obligcd to modify considerably thc typc by "p~r inp .  . . 
by the introduction of Burmese ch~ractcrs. and by 
providing about twcnty matrices for ncw charactcrs. 

One of the problems confronting them was thc type 
of character to  be uscd. Practically none of the natives 
could read or write, and Brown \vrotc, "We arc thcre- 
fore obliged t o  give them an alphabet of some sort. and 
the only question is whcther it shall be the expensive 
and difficult Bengali characters or the English."" He 
goes on and says, "We have been induced to  choose the 
latter," the reason for which he bases on the fact that 
"from present appearances, it seems ncarly certain that 
the Bengali character will, in a few years, be abandoned 
-out India,"" and also because he felt that in the' 
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of the Roman charactcrs, certain lcttcrs could bc rm- 
ploycd to;xprcss the same sounds whether it wcrr in Ar- 
umcre. Khamti. Abor, or Singpho. "So." he conclcdcs, 
a "scholar w h o  has lcarncd to rcad one. can rcad thc 
whole. Further. 'the natives thcmsclrcs havc madc no  
objection to the English charactcrs, but rathcr prcfcr 
them. No one has asked for the B c n g ~ l i  c h ~ r ~ c t c r ~ . " ' ~  
andthcrc  wcre n o  prcjudiccs against English charactcrs 
as the people had no particular char~ctcrs indigenous to 
t hcmselves. 

~ c s i d c  the work of Mr.  Brown and Mr. Cuttrr. thc 
t \c*o missionary ladirs wcre also busy. Scvcral schools 
r c r c  started in thC nearby sillagcs two or thrcc miles 
away, and wcre rnan~ged by Mr. Cu t~c r .  Z a p t s m  wcrc 
also built a t  diffcrcnt places whcrc t l ~ c  pcoplc could 
come and hcar thc Gospel preached and inquirc into thc 
mystcria of the ncur faith. The boys of thr community 
cridcnccd special intcrcst and in an incredibly short 
timc rcad English astonishingly 1 1 .  hlr.  Brown 
wrote. "Thcy can now read in thcir own l ~ n g u ~ g c  with 
casc. and thc class in English havc madc such advancc 
as to be able to rcad simple sentences with gcncral cor- 
r~ctncss."'~ A young priest asked for cntrancc. He laid 
aside his saffrpn robc. became a student of the xhool ,  
and received the Christian name. Eli jah Hutchinson. * 
This  was the beginning, in Assam a t  lcast, of givirig 
the converts new namcs. Mr. Brown's rcasons for this 
policy were: 

"The native children thcmsclves are not anly p!cascd with 
i f ,  boi it gives them a spur t o  greater cscrtion than thcir 
bcsotted opium smoking and bigotted compani0r.s caa crer 
b4 induced to make. By adopting this course, wc ~ h ~ u l d  
not only do away with the vulgar associarions connecqad 
with- sucb namts as cat, rat, dog, etc., and still .FMU 

Little preaching booths. 

1501 



exceptional namcs of thrir hcathcn gods, but should graduali 
be introducing the use of ~ u r n a r n a . " ~ ~  

Thc girls also werc taught i n  tho art of handicraft 
and in lcttcrs. Mrs. Cutter gained their confidcncc and 
a largc numbcr of thcm attended hcr classes, with r l c  
rcsult that Christian Iitcraturc fo~rnd cntr;rrlcc into 
many n c ~ r b g  lrorncs. 

T l ~ c  schools I V ~ ~ C  to t l~crn their c l~icf  mcans sf izrr- 
parting k n o ~ l e d p c  and of gaining the confidence of t!ic 
pcople. as upell as thc mcans of propap~t inp  the Gospel. 
Thus i t  is worthp of spcci~l attention to notc that at !be 
very inccprion of Cl~ristianity, cduc.li ion was crnpha- 
sired. I t  WPI thc convic~ion  of thcsc carly pionccrr that 
the schools wrrc of the greatest importance in thcir cf- 
fort to cvanpclizc thc sivogc tribes of t I s .  Judson 
wrote to Brown thr  following words of cncouiagcmmt 
soon after Brown's. landing in Sadiya : 

"I am glad to lacar tlmt you arc bcpintiing to print tkc 
languagc in t l ~ c  Roman Icttcrs. Th i s  i s  wtnt I should do in 
such s country as yorlrs. hawpc\*cr injudicious 1 think it to 

.attempt to do so in such a country as R u r m ~ .  . . . ! am glad 
to hcar also that yo11 arc gctting up schools. In your 
situation, schools and clcmcntsry works, ought. I think, to 
cngross almost your whoPc attcntioa. I hopc that you will 
soon see schools flourishing around you in every dir~ction."~" 

While gctting sctt led, the missionaries had studied 
thcir surroundings and  tho vastness. of the ficld. The 
possibilities of the dcvclopmcnt of industry wcrc not 
overlooked. The tea plants that had been in the country 
for many years had, attracted the at tentionof thc gov- 
ernment. Thousands of them were sent to Saikhowa.** 

As far as w c  know hc never made an opcn confession of  thc 
Christian faith. but hc did become a tcachet in one of the 
hllission Schools according to tbe Treasurer's report to tb: 
Board. j, 

** A placc six milcs from Sadiya. mutb of the Bmhmaputra. 



where they prospcrcd and  bid fair  to bring great wcalth 
t o  tho province. Brown prophcsicd, 

i "Thcrc is no  doubt that in a fcw ycars the tea tradc will 
be carried on hcre extcnsivcly. This  will produce a grcat 
ch&t in the country, will 611 it with a dcnsc population. 
and will convert thcsc now almost impcnctrablc junglcs into 
the happy abodes -of industry. If t l ~ c  meLns of gnce  are 
employed, may we not also hope that it wil l  bccomc the 
garden of the Lord!"It 

Bro\r*n also saw the possibility of t l x  drvclopmcnt 
of industrial training among the natives. T h i s  wr3s p j r -  
titularly true regarding farming. O n  the suggestion of 
Captain Jcnkins, Brown and Cut tcr  wrote to thc Board 
and sugpcstcd the possibility of opcning a n  crperimcnt- 
a1 farm which would serve a two-fold purpose. n ~ m c l y .  
to rclicvc thc missionarics from embarrassment in pro- 
viding t l ~ c  common ncccssitics of lifc: and  also improve 
thc tcmporal condition of thc nativcs, by  tcaching thcrr. 
the ~scful Jr t s  and introducing forcipn plants.'* Thc 
Board s ~ n c t i o n r d  thc undcrt.~hing ayd desired to m ~ k c  
it a cornponcnt part of thr ~ ' r ~ a n i z a t i o n  by scnding turo 
or  mo:c pious and intclligcnt f ~ m i l i c s  of suitablc q u ~ l -  
ifications ivhcncvcr such f ~ m i l i c s  could bc found.  T h i s  
undertaking, ho\r~crcr,  ncvcr matcrializcd duc to thc 
insurrcction of t l ~ c  K!nnltis up!~ich v ~ i l l  bc notcd in sub- 
sequent paragraphs. 



TRYING EXPERIENCES 

Thc nccd for morc missionnri~s was rcrgakd. and 
lcttcrs setting forth thr appalling ri turtim v m  smt to 
thc Board. Captain Jenkins wrote to tbtm in man- 
bcr. 1 638, in regard to thr work donc by thc minion- 
arics in Sadiya, rpcalinp \*cry hopclully of t l r  r l d  
eswblislrd. and commentin8 on thc minioarria5 ir 
highest tcrms. tk u& the h r d  to gm 8 a* 
at North L a k h i m p :  and ragpacd that not kn than 
two familics should k mt. "It is r pmmising land". 
hr dcclarcd: and in phdpiw pmr*ia f a  tk mission- 
a t i n  hc pointd oat that km, A m m  war undrr a 
"native Prim. Rajah Putadat Sia.~h. r h o  p i d  tti- 
butc to thc &irLb Cinmncncnt and w u  abject to the 
control and inm(macc of thc Btitish offims in Miti- 
cal matters. and in urr of complaint of my p r o s  mis- 
management oc injpnio".' 

In rcsponsc to thc rrriouc urgent mum*. thc flyrn 
and Mrs. Jakob Thomas and thr Rcv. and bln. Mila 
Bronson were mt out ra u*wirta to Bmwa a d  
Cutter. These two familia unfortunately btgan thnr 
long and tedious journey up the Brabmrputd V a l l ~  
at the beginning of thr "trim", at r time r L n  the cur- 
rent of the river rwld conv in turbulent whirlpooh 
carrying with it tncr md debris from falling bank#. 
endangering my kind of native m f t  coming up tk 
rivet. The fim of their journey was. on thr 
whole. successful a d  it brought them to Gauhati in 
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th t  b a t  of humor and hcalth. Th latter portion of the 
journey was fraught with illneu and untold bardships. 
Bronson. being too ill to navigrtc, was forccd to moor 
in a low and unhcalthful jungle r little bclow the 
mouth of the Dibruh Rivcr. h'lr. Thomas was scnt 
ahead in a small canoe to S a d i y ~  to g ~ t  hclp and to 
bring intrlligcncc of thcir condition. 

Whcn Thomas was only three l~ours  from S a d i y ~  
and within sight of t11c town, ttrfo large trccs fcII on 
11is boat and killed him. He was pinnrd t o  t l ~ c  c;lnoc 5 0  

that {hc mtn could not c r t r i c~ tc  him. T h r  sadness ~ n d  
discour~gcmcnt which fcll upon [ h c  hoprful mis\ion - 
aries when thcy rcccivcd t 1 1 ~  ncws of t l ~ c  rragcdy is 

c~si ly  undrrstand~blc. Mr. Cutter wrotc. "I a m  now in  
a small boat. on my way to S ~ d i y a ,  with o u r  d i ~ r  
brother il'l~omas. lying bcforr rnr, u cold und l i i ~ l i ~ s t  . body . . . His fcclings took cxprcssion in a poctn: 

" Dcarh. like an or*~*rfloutinp strram, 
Su?c'*ps us .away: our lif r'r drrum. 
An cmpty talc, u n~orning flowcr, 
Cur down and u-irhcrcd in an hour: ": 

T h e  accidcnt is furthcr dcscribcd in  M r .  Cuttcr's 3 i -  

count as he r:cci\*cd it from thc natives who wcrc \vith 
Thomas at thc time of his dca:h. 

'7%~ men who werc in the front and back of the boat. 
my t w  gained their footing on the ground, and sprang to 
tbr nluf of brother Thomas, at the same time calling thc 
other men. who were soon on the spot. They said thcy 
.rsd ever). endeavor to get birn out - two taking hold of 
acb arm, two bold of each shoulder, and one hold of his 
brb bat h y  codd not move him. as he was pressed so 
c b l y  against tbe boat, and the trunk of the largest tree lay 

bis bowels. They stated they had neither knife r.or 
.n witb which they could cut away the trees and  with their 
united tflorts they could move neither that nor the boat: 
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could they t a k  hbr kJ r b e  thr rater. He n i r d  
one or both of hi8 baa& a h  tkr rurfur fos a moment. 
bat they ncvee b a r d  a g m r  oc -ired any further 
nruggIc. Finding. they yik cffom to m u e  bim. vain. 
one k t  immrdirtdy prwebd to Sldiya. to bring US the 
distressing intctliynee. 0. what r chock it was to us all! 
m a t  gloom instantly spnad oWr our fond anticipations 
md bright prosprcts! Broth* Bowen was unable to go out 
td;ry. having r slight fcvrr: but u quLLIy u possiblt. I 
got r boat md men provided with s p r k  hoes.. axes, 
b l ~ n k ~ t ~ .  ctc., and went with all spced. to the fatal tpot. 
Out fricnb. as well u myulf. f m d  1 rhould k unable to 
trcovcr rhc body: but. kfon I amivtd. the strong cuncnc 
had movcd thc position of h , h  the r r r r  and k t .  and 1 WJT 

soon rnablcd to mist rlw body of my lifzlrrr: brother from 
its wVatcry g r a v ~ . * * ~  

Mt. Brown. sick thougb hc was. w e d  down the 
rivcr to the aid of Bronsoa and the comfort of Mrs. 
Thomas. H c  found thcm m o o d  in an un- 
healthful junplc just bclow Dibru. Tk coming of 
Brown was an cncoutagcmcnt to tth Bronsons. but it 
was a difficult t ~ s k  for Brown to bring the sad news 
of Thomas' dcath. Hc wrote: "Brothcr Bronson i s  in 
a very low state. and we fcar the journcy 'will be more 
than he is able to bcar. especially since we can procure 
no,faod suiablc for a sick pnsoa."' 

On July 5. 1837. thc party finally landed at Sadiya 
at the very height of tht rains. 

T h o  following two ycan rm fdl of incidents thi 
proved to be.of g m t  importance to the development of 
the mhionary enrnprirt in d. 'h struggle which 
tbeae mirsioharks t r p r i d  in orda to sumin life 
W ~ U  not small, and si&nm and dmtb w m  thir ever- 
neat .companions., They were in constant dangur of 
hostile nids by tk Khmth and Singbpor Tbeir m i -  
rioauy d k i t i a  wen checked by continoous tribal 
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warfare; and thcir hopes to enter among the hill tribcs 
were shattcrcd. Sadncss. occasioned by the death of 
thcir daughter. Sophia. had come to thc Brown family. 
Mrs. Brown and thrir only remaining child wcrc oftcn 
ill with f ~ a  ~t d r t ~ ~ l t t q :  and to add to  thcir sorrows 
an incident twk p k r  that cruelly jarred thcir pcacc of 
mind. After a long week of hard work of translating 
and preaching and can  of the sick family .  Xlr. Brown, 
onc Sunday evening. just in thc slndcs of night, dc- 
cided to walk ovcr to  scc the gravc of thcir d~ughtcr .  
Upon arrival, he found to  his horror that thc g r ~ r c  had 
bccn opencd and thc coffin cxposcd to fu l l  vicu*. I t  was 
with great difficulty that hc could pcrsu~dc somc of 
his coolia to  hclp him cover thc gravc bcforc nightfall. 

T h e  pcriod of 1836 to 1840 was c h ~ r ~ c t c r i z c d  by 
wars and rumors of wars. Thc Jorhal R . I ~ J  was dc- 
poffd by the English Gorcrnmcnt on account of his 
oppression and his failurc in paying t l ~ c  govrrnmcnt 
rcvcnuc. T h c  hill tribcs r c r c  warring bcttvccn thcm- 
sclvcs and roaming thc country, robbing and burning 
cities and vill~gcs. T l ~ c r c  lvcrc suspicion ~ n d  dcfi~ncc 
among the hill tribcs: and panic among thc plains 
m l c .  In Sadiya thc Khamtis resisted thc English by 
attacks and massacrcs: and thc mission~rics wcrc  in con- 
stant peril. 

In the early morning of January 28. 1839. the 
Khmt i s  made a surprise attack upon Sadiyp, firing the 
houses and murdering indiscriminately all whom they 
met. Colonel White. the comrhanding officer, when 
first hearing the alarm. rushed out of his house making 
his way to  the magazine: but he was met and surround- 

- ed by the enemy, who killed him on the spot.' It was a 
tonible night for the missionaries. whsse houses were 
about one mile away. This  circumstance. however, 
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proved to  be their ufcty. Whp the mission houscs w:rc 
not plundercd is not k m n  unlcn. as Brown said: "It 
might have been through pcrsonal friendship on the 
part of the chiefs", but it ir more probablc that "thcy 
intended to rcscrve the ~ O U S C S  of thc missionaries for 
plunder afteru~ards."~ Their rctrcat from Sadiya, how- 
ever, was so suddcn that the mission houscs wcrc for- 
gotten. 

There was no chancc for thc missionaries to rush 
over to the cantonmznts as the= wcrc too far au-3s; 

' hence, thcy slipped into a little canoc, taking a few bis- 
cuits ;long for food. and pushed o u t  into thc strmm. 
Thus thcy spcnt thc night "cvcry momcnt cspccting a n  
atack from thc sav~pcs who might bc lying in w ~ i t  to 

* # rush upon and massacre them. or t akc  thcm as slavcs. 
Mr. Brown wrotc.: "We thcrcforc kcpt off fpon 111c 
rivcr till daybreak wbcn the wclcomc sound. of t11c 
buglc met our cars, and wc immcdiatcly cJmc in.  Thc 
sight around us upas truly horrible. T h r  d c ~ d  ~ n d  dying  . . 
wcrc scattered in cvcry direction. Vi'hilc I am writing. 
hc obscrvcd, "thc trccs arc cloudcd with flocks of vul- 
tuns, which hove collcctcd from all quartcrs to f c ~ s t  
cpon thc slain."' The  m~nglcd bodies of thc dcad. thc 
groans of the dying who were weltering in pools of 
blood, were sccnes and sounds which would makc even 
the less squeamish soldiers turn away: and which 
haunted Mrs. Brown for months. Mr. Brown wrote. 
"I cannot think that when I lie down and take my two 
littlc ones by my sidc. that I am acting contrary to thc 
Gospel. by putting my sword and double-barrelled gun 
under my pillow: nor could I in conscience hesitate to 
use them, if pushed to the last e~ t remi ty . "~  

Mr. and Mrs. Bronson had already gone to Jaipur, 
another military, outpost. to try out the possibility of 
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o p n i n g  work t h e  for the Nagas. iMr. and Mrs. Cut- 
rcr were in Calcuna during the process. but nturned on 
April 5. that same year (. 1 8 3 9 ) . Thf Browns urcre 
compelled to live within thc cantonment. Sadiy~ be- 
canle less and ICS desirable as 3 r u t i o n  from which t a  
j, work. Sickness in the crorded canton- 
ments. wrhcrc thc missionarics wcrc now located, in-  
i r ~ ~ s ~ d .  A psrsiaent. drcadiul odor of thc virulent 
rm~l;-por m ~ d e  it a dcldj)' pl~cc. In the mcantirnc fhe 
population of Sadiya and vicinity was d ~ i l l  flaing. 
Fteids a d  v i l ! ~ g ~  were dcscrtcd. "Khmtis. S i n g l ~ ~ ~ o s .  
and Mishmin cornbincd." wrotc hlr.  Brown, "have 
been plundering and carrying off the pcacc~blc in habi- 
unts." To thr wary  missionarics. it seemcd that tbcir 
work had bcsn taken out of thrir 11;lnds: and r h c  ,pros- 
pccu for thc time were quitc blasted. Many of th 
Mamtis ,  among whom they r c r c  pqrlicularly dcsirous 
of laboring. uTcrc cn tirely dispcrscd. 

The h e ~ d q u ~ r t r n  of thc porrrnmcnt had bren rc- 
a , .  morrd to S i b s ~ g ~ r :  and. wrotc hlr.  Brown, tl~crc 1s 

no prospcct t h ~ t  S d i y a  will rccovcr . . . for many pears 
to comc: and wVc have at last concluded to relinquish 
that port at prrscnt and to locatc oursclvcs at the more 
rrntral situation a t  Jaipur." Hence, after a little ovcr 
thrm years at Sadi~a,  after a11 its experiences. having 
gatherd no conrcrts. they lcft homes. zayats. and 
school houses: and with a11 their goods. including 
p'rinting prgws. they pushed off from Sadiya on the 
twelfth of May. 1839. with Jaipur as the object and 
h c p  for further k i o n a r y  activities. 



CHAPTER tr lII  

T H E  CALL OF T H E  FILLS 

S ~ d i y a ,  i\*ith its S J ~  cspcricnccs, H'JZ Icft bd~ind .  It 
twa~.J out to be a b~rrcd door rather than J n  opcn 
p ~ t c \ r * ~ ) ~  lo Ci~Trn lr \\.as 11ot a central p l ~ i r  from 
which to rc;rcI~ thc influtbnti.il S h n  tribc, but rat11c.r a n  
outpost I'or thc British .irniy. 7'hc wild K l ~ ~ n ~ l i s  rc- 
fuscd to submit to the govrrnmcnt. and t )wy wire bc- 
yond thr r c~ch  of the gospel. Instcad of bcing 3 mission 
haven. Sadiya had turncd I mission~rics into fugi- 
tives. ~ n d  t l ~ c y  had b~rc ly  csc.iprd with thrir lircs. Sa- 
diya'r import3ncc mcltrd a\v.iy \vith thc rcninc~l of t l ~ c  
army. Its glory. likc that of ancient ~ a d y l o n .  hec~rnc 
shroudcd in  infamy. Its strccts bccamc overgrown with 
junglc and its inhabitants werr scattcrcd in J I I  dircc- 
tions. T h c  uncxcupicd huts of thc natives bccamc the 
abodc of jackals and wild bcasts who filled the air at 
night with piercing yelps and - threatening roars as they 
fought for the bleaching bones of peasants. soldiers. 
and prospectors. All in all. Sadipa was a dis~ppoint- 
ment. and the hope the missionaries had placcd in it 
was shattcrrd. Brown wcnt to Sadiya a couplc of years 
later to view, as he rays. "the desolations of the place 
and visit the graves of brother Thomas a'nd our little 
Sophia."' He found the graves dug open and thc. bones 
of the dead scattered over the ground. These he gath- 
ered up and brought in a basket to Jaipur for interment. 
He spoke of Sadiya as a melancholy spot - a place 
which he 11aJ no desire or wish ever to visit again. 
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Prior to the rvacu~tion of Sadiya, Jaipur had for 
some time bccn considered as l a  sccond station: and 
Bronson had moved thcrc in 1838. But whcn the Bri- 
tish army located a dctachmcnt in h a t  place. it  became 
more than ever a center from which t o  do missionary 
work. Everything sccmed to be in its favor: and thc 
missionaries embraced the hardships conncctcd with the 
moving and re-loc3:ing as a God-smt opportunity. 
They looked upon tbc new placc of sc:ricc with grcatcr 
cnthusiism than thcy had looked upon Sadiya. Its 
proximity to  the Nap Hills and Burma rcrcmphasizcd 
thc old plan of connecting Burma with Assam. T h e  
task of Christianizing the hill pcoplc sccmrd to LC of 
paramount importancc. I t  is true that in moving to 
Jaipurthcy moved away from the Abors and Mishmis; 
but that fact did not sccm to havc disturbed thcm 
prcrtly bccaux thcy a r ~ u c d ,  " t b t  whcn books in Abor 
and Mishmi wcrc r c ~ d y  for the press rhc inconrcnicncc 
of printing thcm at J ~ i p u r  would br no grcatcr than i t  
was t o  print Singpho and Naga books at &diya."= 
Hcncc, they had a strong conviction t h ~ t  "the cause 
would bc adranccd by :hc rcmoval to  J~ ipur" .  

Economic reasons also led thcm t o  Jaipur as it was 
a district where tea operations had bccn started in a big 
ray .  It is interesting to note the alcrtncss of these early 
missionaries t o  sense the importancc of commerce. 
B r o r n  comments on the possibilities of coal near Jai- 
pur. H c  wrote, 

'Saw several very bne beds of coal which will prove of 
great service in navigating the steamers which the tea 
company an intending to put on tbc Brahmaputn. Assam, 
from present appeanrlces. is likely to prove the richest 
country in India. Besides tea, iron, and coal in immense 
quantities, the country abounds %I sum, mulberry, and other 
tm, whicb feed three of -four species pf silkworm, - 
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THE CALL OF THE HILLS 

cjoutchouc trces. - r,cvcr~I of thc most i m p a r t ~ n t  w a ~ d  
oils, - earth oi l  springs, and what is pcrhaps mast important 
of aI1,' salt springs, which arc ~ l r c ~ d y  worked by thc N s ~ ~ s  
to considenble  extent and undcr European sppzrin tcndcn;~. 
would  prove of great value."' 

Bronson also wrote that "as a station J ~ i p u r  bids 
fair t o  become one of the first in importance." 

Thus at the beginning of 1840, three missionary 
families - Bronson, Cuttcr and Brown, - wcrc lo- 
cated at Jaipur. It is evident that they now lookcd 
upon Jaipur as a permanent abodc 2nd as a p l~cc  whcrc 
they would bc able to accomplid~ things which t h c y  
had not bwn able t o  accomplish bcforc. They dividcd 
thcir work roughly rr  follows: Cutter continucd with 
his printing and cduc~tional work: Brown pavc nrost 
of his attcntion to  ptcaching and literary activities: 
while Bronson gave his cntire attcntion to thc Nagas. 

T o  establish a mission station among thi  Napas IIXI 
long bccn Bronson's dcsirc. This  undcrtakinp hc found 
morc difficult than he had first cxpcctcd. T h c  inacccs- 
sibility of thc hills soon bxarnc cvidrnt. Thcrc wcrc no 
roads. The paths used by thc natircs ~vcrc not made for 
foreigners. but led up  and down thc precipitous moun- 
tain sides, a thing which rcndercd it almost impossible 
for the missionary to make any extended tours among 
the villages. Further, the Nagas wcm suspicious of thc 
white man and did not look with f ~ v o r  upon his in- 
trusion. In the spring of 1840, howc\rcr, Bronson s ~ -  
ceeded in moving to Namsang, a little village in the 
hills, about two days journey from Jaipur. Here he h i d  
built a house for his family; but tbe loneliness of the 
mountains evidently affected them all, for he wrate, 
"We have never been quite so much done as just now, 



having always had some brother missionary or at least 
some English person tvith whom t o  as~ocia tc ."~ 

Thcrc rere  a numbcr of obstacles to prcrcnt thc CS- 

tablishmtnt of S C ~ O O ~ S :  among thcm the imprcssion that 
only  young mcn and relatives of tL chief wcrc capable 
of learning to read. The  common pcoplc. it was 
thought. could not be bcncfitcd by books. Further. the 
l tborzn could not be s p ~ r e d  from the work - the 
manufacture of salt. TO have girls in scl~ool was un- 
I x ~ r d  of. "YOU cannot teach our fcmalcs." they said, 
"they are trained to bear burdcns. to bring troood and 
m t c r ,  and to makc thc salt by which we makc our sub- 
sistcnc~." Thus the missionary had to bc g r ~ t c f u l  for 
rhc opportunity of tcacl~ing a favored fcw who  wcrc 
considcrcd able t o  assimil~rc the mystcrics of t l ~ c  a l p l ) ~ -  
b ~ t .  I [  was difficult indccd t o  maintain a scl~ool jniong 
such wild p ~ o p l c  ~ C C J U S C  the pupils rcfuscd to gat hcr at 
a pivcn hour: and thcir untamed habits wcrc not easily 
subjcctcd to school rulcs and routine. For instance. 
\r-))iIc pupils wcrc busily cmploycd in reading. if  thc 
sound of a barking dzcr was h c ~ r d .  cacl, onc would  
scizc. I~is  s p a r  and ~ U W *  and rush to thc chav tvitbout 
czrcmony. T h e  progrcss of education was slow; but  
mc.1. young and old. finally camc to  thc missivn~ry and 
\vcrc soon made acquainted with the rudiments of 
Icsrning. Evening schools wcrc hcld for thosc \vho 
workcd and could not attcnd during thc day: and bc- 
fore long the pupils looked forward in anticipation to  
thc study period. Bronson wrote: "Not an indiridual 
is abscnt and they appcar to have applicd thcmsclves to  
thcir books with zeaI."" 

Bronson scmed to have becomc keenly intcrestcd in 
thc Nagas and he pleadcd for a missionary to come and 
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THE CALL OF THE HILLS 

Jive a m o n g  them. H c  wanted one man fo2 the Nagas 
and one  for the Singphos. T h a t  thcrc was n o  onc to 
take over thc work among thosc p:opIc. distrcsscd him. 
H e  exclaimed, aftcr hc had put  bcforc t l ~ c  Board thc 
grcat nccd, "O God, pit). these pcrishing tribes and dis- 
pose the Board of Missions ro rcnd th rm help." T h c  
nerd for more mission~rics war cmphasizcd, and it is 
important  i n  vicw of prcscnt d ~ y  criticism to note thc 
caIibre of thc rncn dcsircd. Bronson wrotc:  

"\Vr want rht choictsr rht> church Aus ro conwcrotr; rncn 
wcll disciplinrd in mind - well vcncd in the study of 
human naturc -o f  unfailing prtitncr - posrcving r zed 
that diffi~u,ltics . o n l y  wilt rnhindlc; mcn who can.  prcsq 
onward to thc accomplisl~mcnt of an t , l r j t~r  lot ycam amid 
cvcry sacrifice, and not faint; not wlf-willcd. not high- 
minded, but rcady 10 iakc any place appoinlcd to tlrrm in 
thr providcncc of Cod: - a k v c  all, mken of Jrrp pirty."' 

U n f o r t u n ~ t c l y ,  Dronron and his family wrrc ill 
much of thc timc. h4cc)icaI aid was nor avai l~blc:  and 
it  soon bccamc cvidcnt that  to rcm.rin among thc i ~ i l l r  
would cndangcr not  on!\ h i s  health, I ~ u t  iris cntirc fu- 
turc uscfulncss 3s J missionary. I t  o m c .  thcrcforc. as 3 

p i c ~ t  b low to Bronson whcn. aftzr a short sojourn of 
cight months  among t h r  hills, hc 1nd to pull up s t~h:s  
and  l c ~ v e .  He uprotc: "We could not  but wccp as we 
turncd f rom thc spot  - bcrcft of hcalth - and leaving 
behind us n o  one to carry o n  thc labors of lorc  among 
this perishing people." 

O n  the plains Cut ter  upas found busily engaged in cd- 
ucational work.  Hc complained, hou*ct.er, about thc lack 
of progress in the school: a n d  i t  is evident f r o m  his 
correspondence tha t  the work  did not flourish as well 
as he had hoped. Jaipur ,  while locavd in a strategic 
center, was not  laige in itself, nor  wcre there large vil- 
lages in the immediate vicinity. Most  of the inhib i tan ts  
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wcre transients, consisting of laborers scnt for the put- 
rose of sinking wclls for pctrolcum. and digging for 
salt in thc hills. Cuttcr, thcrcfore, remarked that "Jai- 
pur is . . . a good station for prcaching, but not so fa- 
vorable for schools as many othcr parts of the coun- 
try."' T h c  Rev. Joseph Paul wrote ih I899  that thcre 
was once a flourishing school at Jaiput which had as 
many as three hundred p u p i l s . V h a t  statcmcnt seems 
to bc a bit optimistic. as lettcrs from Cuttcr. Bronson. 
and Barkcr indicate that it was only with difficulty 
that they \rrcrc able to maintain a school. Services were 
held evidtntly both in English and in tln vernacular. 
All the Europca~s in the station attcndcd t1x Enslish 
gatherings. T h e  native asscmblics must -hove hm r t -  
tcnded by r crowd of a11 kinds of people. A group of 
Chintsc Catholics. who had hccn i m p o r t 4  in conncc- 
tion with the tea industry, scemcd to have iakm gnat  
intcrrrt in thc scrviccs. ~ h r ) .  had bccn taught in r 
Roman Catholic scl~ool bcforc t l~cy arrivcd in Assam: 
and. swing no othcr morc appropriate imqc in thc 
housc to bow down to. thcy turncd towpard a picturc 
h ~ n p i n g  on thc wall and bo\rvr-d bcforc it. l'hcx Chi- 
ncsc coolies intcrm~rricd with thc Christians and be- 
came an important f ~ c t o r  in latcr years in th: church in 
Sibsagar. 

Brown's time was taken up in prcaching among the 
Assamese: and in doing literary work. Thc need of 
evangelizing thc plains people pressed itsclf upon him: 
and it is eridcnt from the corrcspondcnce that his mind 
was being drawn more and morc toward the Aswmese. 
He continually asked for missionaries to work' among 
the plains people: and he seemed to  be of the opinion 
that the work among the hills could well afford to pait. 
He wrote: 
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THE CALL OF THE HILLS 

"I have long been in doubt whether. in the prescnt circum- 
Stjnccs of the mission, and while there are so many invit~ng 
fields among the Assamcsc, it is the duty of any brother to 
devotc his life to the study of a language. and to  the transla- 
tion of the Scriptures into it. which is spoken only by a few 
thousand people. T h e  h'agas, who spcak the Nnmwng 
languagc. according to thc nearest estimate brothcr Bronson 
can make, amount to  no more than about 6,300 and of 
these, a I portion can already spcak the A~wmcse 
languagc with care. Whcthcr wc ought to  mahc 3 srprrrate 
languagc for so small a tribr', sr'cms to be a serious c\uCs:ion."' 

In response to  the misisonaries* plcadings thc Rev. 
Mr. and Mrs. Barkcr and hlliss Rhoda Bronson wcre 
sent toelabor among thc NJSW but upon arrival on the 
field a change cvidcntly \ r .~s  suggcstcd to B~rhcr .  for 
the work among the Nagas ncvcr rnatcrializcd and his 
trip t o  thc Hills was of 1 rather cursory naturr. M i s s  
Bronson dicd soon aftcr hcr arrival on the ficld and she 
was buricd a t  Jaipur bcsidc the b o n e  of Thomas. T h e  
bltachcd bones of little Sophia Brown wcrc put in a 
box and whcn Mrs. Brown Iatcr rcturncd to rlmcrica 
shc brought this along and thry urerc dcPositcd in the 
family burial plot a t  East Clr~rlcmont. Vcrmont. Thc 
isolation of the Nomsanp st~tioi' among thc hills. JS 

wcll as the sparsity of thc population, combincd wi th  
thv opportunities of the vallcy to  make Mr. Barkcr de- 
cide in favor of the plains. Hc made sever~l tours to  Sib- 
sagar and Joihat. T h c c  places imprcsrrd him bcc~usc 
of the dcnr population and thc easy accessibility of the 
stations. .After ccrnsultation with the brethren at Jaipur, 
Barker was designated to p l~ ins '  work. 
The little missionary group were more or less be- 

wildered by the circumstances in which they found 
thnnrlves. Bronson bad to relinquish his h o p  of mis- 
m o n a q  rotk among tbe Naga Hills: and one day in 
May. 1840. whcn be was weak and shivering with 
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fever chills. he was sccn tuckcd away in a iirtlc canoe 
floating down the Dihing Rivcr, on his way to Sibsagat 
for mcdical aid. Barkcr. fillcd with Amcrican cnthus- 
iasm and ovcrwhclmed by the great crowds and dcnsc- 
ly populatcd territory which hc had seen near Sibsagar 
and ;lorhat. was e ~ g c r  to have a mission in cit her onc 
of thcsc two placcs. Brown also had suffcrcd muih L C -  
cause of illness in his family: and conditions at Jaipur 
had only addcd to his burden. His wifc and sick child 
had to spcnd much time in Calcutta. and his own poor 
hcalth impcdcd .progress. Cutter had strugplcd. in a 
shifting population. to maintain a school. Jaipur, thcy 
discovcrcd. was not the paradip thcy had hoprd it 
would bc. Brown wrote: 

"We have becn disappointed in our cxpcctation regarding 
Jaipur - instead of increasing in population it has mther 
diminished . . . owing in great part to the unhcalthineu of 
thc place. and the sparseness of r k  population in tkt 
immediate neighborhood makes i t  a very discouraging situa- 
tion for missionary labor.''10 



CHAPTER 1X 

T H E  DEh4AXD OF THE PLAINS 

A ncw chaptcr in thc lifc of thc . 4 s s ~ m  missior: is 
rcachcd - a sort of rcvcrsal of plans. WE~ilc no 
visible fruit h ~ d  been sccn as the result of rhr iabor put 
forth in Jaipur, subscqucnt p a r s  provcd that t l ~ c  r f f ~ r t  
had not been madc in vain. Nidhirarn Far\vcll. usu.tlly 
refcrrcd to as Nidhi, an  Ass~mcsc youth cmp1c)yrd in 
thc printing press, brcamc intcrrstcd in  Christi~fiity 
through the reading of a short prlycr in English which 
lac found in onc olehis littlc books. On May 13. 1841.  
hc was baptized by Bronson at  Jaipur,  amidst much  
rcjoicinp on thc pJrt  of thc Europeans, and rcal r:lr- 

iosity among the nativcs w l ~ o  ind gatlrcrcd to' u~irr.c.cs 
thc baptismal ~ c t .  

Thus ,  aftcr ncarly six pcars. amid most t ry ing  cir-  
cumstanccs, thc labors of thc missionarics wcrc reward- 
c4. It is  significant to notc that this flrst convcrt to  
Christianity was an Assamcx. This  fact. pcrhaps. more 
than any other, lcd the missionaries to  turn ihcir 
attention to thc Assamcsc rather than to  the hill pcoplc. 
an attention which was to  charactcrizc the missionary 
effort for many decades to come. 

Mr. Barker, as already statcd. madc a numbcr of 
trips throughout the districts of Sibsagar and Jorhat;  
and during these trips he became more and morc mn- 
vinced that either Sibsagar or Jorhat was the nlost, 
advantageous place from which to  carry on missionary 
work, He thus brought before his fellow missionaries' 
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thc following reasons why he bclicvcd Sibsagar was the 
place in which to establish the futurr. mission. First, 
Sibsagar had every advan tagc over J ~ i p u r  in reference 
to location. as it was only a few hours drive from the 
Brahmaputra Rivcr which scrvcd as thc main thorough- 
fare and was a two days ride over a comparatively good 
road from Dibrugarh. The road to J o r h ~ t  was also o p n  
and brought it within onc day's journey of Sibs~gar. 
Jorhat was the most dcnrcly populated district of the 
province. and the capital of the Ass~mcsc Rajah. Set- 
ond, the populous pJrt of North L~hhimpur .  a district 
on the opposite bank of the B r a h m . ~ ~ u t r a .  could be 
visited from Sibtagar bcttcr than horn Jng otlwr place. 
Third. Sibsagar h ~ d  a physician. - J n  i~ern .  of i m -  
portance. as past cxpcrirnccs had prorrd. and this phy- 
sician was friendly to thc rnission.irit-r and pavc 311 

nccdcd medical attention f r ~ .  Fourth. h r k e r  felt that 
hc could more safely l c ~ v c  his family in  Sibsagar. \r*hilc 
hc \vas about distributing tracts in v.~riclus communi- 
tics. than hc could in any othcr placc. Fifth, tlx prin- 
cipal government of thc district was lodged in  t l ~ c  court 
of Sibsagar. which brought togcthcr t l ~ c  most active. 
lcarncd. and intclligrnt pcoplc and affordcd an im- 
portant c h n n e l  of communic~tion u p i t 1 1  t l ~ c  wl~olc dis- 
trict. Sixth. the headquarters of the army was there; 
and because of that a monthly expcndirurc of Rs. lp .  
000 to Rs. 12.000 WJS bcing made. This  gave a strong 
impulse to trade and contributed to  thc permanency of 
thc population. Thcrc wcre also a hospi t~l .  a jail. and 
a number of brick edifices in process of construction. 
A government school wai to be established. similar to 
the one at  Gauhati, in which English and Bengali were 
to be taught. Further. Captain Jenkins was of the 
opinion that there was no likelihood of the headquar- 



tcrs cvcs bcing c1mngc.d from Sibsrrgar. at lcast not for 
many )'cars to comc. 

O n  h I ~ y  24.  1841. at about twclvc o'clock noon. 3 

l i t t lecanoc ,  contzining many strJngc boxcs indic~t ivc  
of European o u ~ n c r s l ~ i ~ ,  moorcd o n  t1:c muddy  b ~ n k s  
of D i k b o  Ri\vcr, in tlx villagc of S i b s a p .  h l r .  ~ n d  
Alrs. Barher, t l ~ c  nc \ r  missionarics. h ~ d  arrive-d to m ~ L c  
this p1.1~~8 tll~bir Ixrrn.lncnt rcsidcncc. 1 2  f.w w c ~ h s  l ~ t r r  
ano t l~c r  canoc b r o u ~ h t  tIw Brown f~rn i lg  tl~irlicr ior 
mcdical ~ t t c n t i o n .  ~ n d  as it turncd o:lt. for r c ~ s i d c ~ ~ c ~ ,  
for in a c o n s u l t ~ t i o n  wit11 t h c  orhi-r br..tIlrcn thc 
Rrolvns wcrc adviscd to rcnnin i : ~  S . i r .  Bronson. 
slr11ouj:b rcluct;~nr ro Icavc r l ~ c  N.l;:.i H i l l % ,  .~lso II.XI 
bccn imprcsscud by S i b s ~ g a r :  and I)c was quick to scc 

that his usc fu ln t~s  as a missionary cc~uld bc cnl~anccd 
i f  t l ~ i s  station w.~s made 11c~dqu.irtcrs: ~ n d  u*l)ilc he 
t l ~ u s  rc1inc~uisi)rd tllc work anlong t l ~  Nagas hc did so 
\vitl, t l ~ c  l ~ o p c  t l ~ ~ t  11s winning t l ~ i  Ass.rmcsr t l ~ r  N a p s  
\\-oi~ld also cenlc to t 1 ) t s  Lno\\.I:dgc of (:l~rist.  7-lr his- 
torical sisnificancr* of Sihs.i!:;lr is of it!tc*r~.st: And m u i l ~  
could bc mid in rcg:.rd to its r c l ~ t i o n  to thc province. 
Sufficc it to s:ly t11.it i t  ]lad been t l ~ c  h:~dquarlcrs of 
n ~ t i v c  rulc for  s c v c r ~ l  ccnturics: ~ n d  in 1839. when 
thc British took ovcr thc govcrnmcnt from thc Ahom 
rajah. they also morcd hcadquartcrs to S i b s a p ~ r .  I t  
thus  kame the capital of upper and  ccntral Assam: 
a n d  B r o w n  wrote  in 1841 : "It is n o w  probably thc 
largcst village this  sidc of Gauh~t i . " '  

Thc mission bungalow was locatcd o n  thc banks of 
the beautiful artificial Siva's Sca - a shcct of watcr 
covering a n  area of onc hundrcd twenty acres a n d  from 
which the village got its name. Lcgcnd has it tha t  it 
was dug in 1733 by Siva Singh, one of the  A h o m  
rajahs, to commemorate his conversion to Hinduism. 
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3" (See footnot: o n  pagc - 3  1 .  Hcrc thc mission~rics set- 
tlcd down in p c x c  to ~ r c s n p l i s ! ~  somc of r l x  things 
thcy had longcd to d o  cvcr since their ~ r r i i . a l  in Sadiya 
in 1836. At last thcir hopc sccrncd t o  bc fu l i i l l cd ;  and 
Barker wrote jubilant1 y : 

"No thundering cdicrs arc promulg.ltcd r rg~ ins t  ou r  
cntcr ing this  i n ~ c r c s t i n g  ficsld; b u t  thrr door s  arc  rl:ro\vn wide  
o p t n .  T h c  ptoplc a r c  in pcacc, a n d  nonc  molcsr o r  m ~ k e  
afraid.  A beginning h ~ d  bt.t.n madr.. Book5 ;1rc circulatc'd, 
a n d  thr pcoplc arc  bccanling intcrcstcd to k n o w  whrrt thcy  
cc~ntlrin. i\ grcJt m a n y  w!,u c;rn rcad, and a grc;lt m J n y  by 
hearing thcm rcad, h;lvc bt*comc acqu ~ i n t c d  \{*it h t hc contcnts, 
and \cis11 t o  know m o r c  .~ l rout  rhc rcligion of C t ~ r i s t . " ~  

\'isitors from t11c h i g l ~ r r  r ~ n k s  of socict y c ~ l l c d  upon 
t1)c mission~ries daily for inquiry J I I ~  discussion. 
Brocr.n gave himsclf over to t r ans l~ t ions  and prrach- 
inp. and D ~ r k c r  to lcarninp thc language. A school for 
girls soon f1ourisl)c.d under the direction of Mrs. Barkcr, 
by thc aid of R ~ r n s a g ~ r .  3 r,;ltivc ~ss i s t~ i r i t .  

In thc m c ~ n t i m c ,  h l r .  Cuttcr m.idc arrmlpnlcnts for 
thc "5ccurity of t l ~ c  mitsion propcrty" Icft at Jaipur:  
and Qn Sovcmbcr 30, hc ~ n d  hlrs. Cuttcr.  u-ith thcir 
t\vo converts, h lontan  ~ n d  N i d l ~ i .  :eft for S ibs~par .  
which place thcy rinchrd on  Dcccmbcr 8. 1841. The  
following Sunday. Dccsmbcr 1 1. was long to bc re- 
mcmbcrcd in Sibsagar. for on that  day thc sacrcd \rTaters 
of Siva's Sca wcre for  thc first, time consccratcd to 
Christianity in that  Mr. Brown baptizcd hlontan.* 
\vbilc a numbcr of Europ,xns  and Indians stood on thc 
b ~ n k s  2nd wcre intercstcd on-lookers. Brown wrote of 
this occasion : / 

Xlontan. the second convcrt. h ~ d  come undcr missionary in- 
fluence \\*bile he upas a studcnt at  S a d i y ~ .  Hc did not prove 
t o  be of much comfort t o  the missionaries as according to  
old church records. he was suspended from thc icllowshiv of 
the church a few months I::cr became of irr.mo:~l conduci. 
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THE DEMAND OF THE PLAINS 

"Thc sccnc w a s  solcmn and ~ d c c l i n g .  sound of sscrcd 
music. rising above t i ~ c  calm and ~ C J C C ~ U ~  waters. brought 
vividly to m i n d  thc rcmcmbrancc of s imi!~r  scents in our 
native l and .  hlay this beautiful cxpansc of tvalcr, long since 
dedicatcd to thc  hc.lthcn dcity but now consccratcd to the 
service oi C11:ist bc oltcn thus honorcd by thc footsteps of 
willing c o n ~ c r t s . " ~  

In  1835. [hi\ \ip.ltcrs of Siva's Slra trvcrc s ~ i r r c d  thrc'c 
timcs; first, by tllc baptism of an  Ass.tmcsc convcrt 
n ~ m c d  Batiram, o n  klarch 9 :  again, o n  J u l y  13. when 
Csrlibor, a dhobi, or wasl~crnian. u41o had bccn con- 
ridcrinp Chris1 i.lnit y for scivcral ycars. was baptizcd: 
and third,  o n  Dcccrnbrr 20. w l ~ m  Ramsing, a cousin,  
of B~t i r r rm,  w l m  l l ~ d  s l~owcd  n iuc l~  cnniiry toward 
Christianity, f i n ~ l l g  drcidcd to follow his cousin's 
cxamplc. 

Thc missionaries n o  longcr tl~ougllr of thc work in 
tcrms of a tribc or of a particular d~s t r i c t :  but thcy 
viewcd t l ~ c i r  task in tcrnls of thc u-llolc province. 
Asscm~ for  Chris/!  hccarnc thrir slogati. . ~ n d  wi th  that 
slogan in  mind t h s y  prrsscd forward in all lincs of 
missionary activity. O n  Novcmbcr 15. 1843. hlr.  and 
Mrs. Cutter brought to S i b s ~ g ~ r  thc printing prcss 
es t~bl i shmcnt  from Jaipur .  Books and tracts wcn soon 
turned ou t  by the thousands, whilc Mr .  Brown Iaborcd 
feverishly to kccp the press going with his t r~ns la t ions .  
revisions and compositions of Assamcsc literature. I n  
1845, thcy rcportcd that 3.740.1 00 pages had bccn 
printed. Much of thc cxpcnsc of thc prcss was dcfraycd 
by the proceeds of "job" work  and gcacrous gifts f rom 
friends. It is significant to note tha t  thc government 
servants and the tea planters of tha t  early d a y  were 
keenly interested in the missionary activities a n d  aided 
the mission b o t h  wi th  financial and  moral support. 
Captain S. F. H a n n a y  gave the mission his v~luable 
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I .  prcmisa contaiaing a brick bungalow \vlth a go- 
down" or store-house. while Major Jenkins prcscntcd 
tbe mission with a font of Bengali type for the printing 
prm. Mr. Bruce had formerly helped at  Jaipur and 
W i y r  and when the business house in Calcutta. lvhcrc 
tbe mission had its funds banked, failed he Icnt the 
mission Rs. 1000 without interest. 
The ~ p n l o u s  neighboring villages wcrc fertile firlds 

for thc educational program launchcd by hlr. and  ,Mrs. 
Cutter. soon after their arrival in Sibsagar thcy re- 
ported tbe atabliihment of six schools: and the people 
were constantly asking for more. The number grew 
undl in 1845, they icportcd fourtccn, with an avcrJgc 
attendance of 38 1 .' Many of the villages supported thcir 
own teachers and built their own school houscs. 

While Brown and Barker wcrc planning thc work 
at Sibsagar. Bronson, by general consent of thc mis- 
sionaries,. was contemplating work ~t Notvgong: hence. 
on September 22, 1841, he and his wifc loadcd all thcir 
little belongings on a raft made of small nativc canocs 
in preparation for their long journey of about two 
hundred miles down. the Brahmaputra. On Octobcr 2. 
a t  three o'clock in the afternoon. thcy rcachcd thcir 
dcnination a i d  the raft was moored on the Kullung 
R h u  at Nowgong. The  tecminp multitudcs appealed 
to Bronson: and the heartaches connectcd with the 
leaving of the Nagas were soon forgotten in getting 
settled and making ready for preaching and touring 
among the numerous villages round and about Now- 
gong. On November 10, he purchased a bungalow and 
premk which he procured with funds obtained from 
the n l e  of tbe mission property at Jaipur. 

Tbe multitudes at Nowgong. he soon found, r e r e  
not easily to be won to Christianity. T w o  years afm 



THE DEMAND OF THE PLAINS 

his arrival he wrote: "1 am not yct pcrmittcd to rcport 
to you the conversion and baptism of multitudes."' On 
the contrary, he complained of thc callousness of the 
hearts of thc Hindus and of thc po~vcr which the Hindu 
priests had over their subjects. 

It was this seemingly impcnctrable uv~I1 t h ~ t  lcd 
Bronson to change his mode of missionary ~ r ~ o r k .  I n -  
stcad of preaching he turncd his attention toward t l ~ c  
education of the youth. Hc wrote i n  a irttcr. "if we do 
anything for this people we must rcscuc thc youth and 
childrcn" ; hmce, he procccded to establish a school in -  
to which hc invited the cl~ildrcn of thc community and 
in particular did he inritr the poor and l~omcless t l~ i l -  
drm, hoping that by rc~c l~ ing  t1)r.m he w ~ u l d  crr.ltc a 
new society that would 1,avc as its basis Christi~nity 
rather t ban pqmisrn. Hc wrotr : 

"My mind has bccn led to thc cstablishmcnt of the 
proposcd orph~nagc institukon whrrc 1 may collrrc dl1 the 
frirndlcss and dcstitutc. but promising orphan cl~i lc l rcn . . . 
into onc Iargc boarding school u*hcrc they may constantly bc 
kept undcr thc influcncc of Christianity for rcn o r  ~ u ~ c l v c  
ycarr. In gcncral, I 'propox to confinc mysclf to cl~ildrcn 
bctwccn thc agcs of threc and cight years.' Whcn tl?cy cntcr. 
castc is brokcn: for thcy livc and cat in common. I p r o b  
receiving boys and girls, and thcrcby introducc thc education 
of thc fcmalc scx. which is wholly ncglccted in this cm~ntry."" 

He fclt that the cstablishmcnt of common schools 
had not the beneficial effects dcsired, owing to the in- 
ability of getting the childrcn wholly under the in- 
fluence of Christianity. This new method, hc fclt, 
would assure the mission the opportunity to give con- 
stant instruction and to permit the students to livc on 
a Christian compound and in a Christian atmosphcm: 
thus they would absorb the Christian philosophy of 
life and would soon forget the old training of non- 
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Christian fathcrs and mothers. 
T h e  work of the orphanage proved cffectivc in more 

r a y s  than one. T h e  children bccame very proficient in 
the rudiments of learning and after five years it yielded 
a spiritual harvest that exceeded Bronson's expectation. 
A revival broke our among the pupils a n d  it was re- 
p2rred that Inany of them confessed thcir sins with 
t. clrr; while the intcrest become so grcat that the school 
~ 3 5  suspended: and morning: noon. a n d  night the pu- 
pils assembled for conversation on religious topics. Mr.  
Bronson wrote concerning this time, 

"Day and night. whichever way I turned, I could hear the 
voicc of pnytr  ar the song of praise. Thc  wondrous love 
of God in dying for sinful mcn seemed to bc thc theme wbich 
filled rvrq heart. Almost every member of the most 
aQ\*anctd class has k e n  rcccived into the church, and a 
number express their drsin to grcach thc Gospel to thcir 
countrymen."' 

This  revival marked another milestone in thc prog- 
rcss of the faith in Assam in that the first womcn were 
baptizcd, one of them bcing betrothed to Nidhi Far- 
wcll. the first Christian convert. 

Gauhati, the most important city of Assam. located 
at the entrance of the Brahmaputra Vallcy, had from 
tho very beginning been looked upon as a strategic 
missionary center. It was hoped by Brown that the 
b a r d  would take over Mr. Robinson who was sta- 
tioned there in government educational service and rvho 
had. for some time served under tbe English Baptists: 
but such a transfer never materialized. Mr. Bronson also 
expressed his conviction "of the importance of the 
b r d ' s  possesing themsulves of Gauhati without dc- 
by". Gauhati appeared to him "to bear the same n- 
lationr to o h '  stations in Assam that Maulmein does 
to other stations in Burma".' 
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When Bronson left the hills for Nowgong and the 
Cutters moved to Sibsagar, the entire so-called upper 
Assm was evacuated and the policy of the mission 
war almost wholly reversed. Just before Cutter's ar- 
rival at  Sibsagar, Barker relinquishtd his bungalow 
with the expectation of establishing a 'new station at 
Tezfiur. a little town on the banks of the Brahmaputra 
located between Sibwgar and Gauhati. He remained 
thm, however, for only two months. In the latter 
part of 1843 be was located a t  Gauhati alone. after 
having spnt  one year in Assam. his efforts scattcrcd 
among Jaipur, Sibugar. Tezpur. and Gauhati. Upon 
h u  removal from upper Aswm Mr. Brown wrote: 

''This movement' will leave all of upper Assam, our 
original fit!& without a single prtuching missionary and 
thb, aft- the mission has been etablished sevcn ycars, so 
that brothet Cutter and myself art now quite as solitary as 
when we first came to Burma. . . . Could wc havc foresccn 
when we left  Burma, thc mission would not havc bccn more 
cfficiurtly susuincd, we should, undoubicdly, ncvcr have lcft 
that country for Assjrn. But sinct wc arc hcn, and in a 
field far more inviting. in 'itself considcrcd. than wc could 
have found among Burmans . . . we feel it our duty to stand 
by our post so long as life is spared us . . . - D 

T h i  scattering of the missionary forces over the 
whole valley; with the idea of attempting to  reach all 
tbr plains people. may seem to havc been a rather prc- 
samptuobs program. It marked tbe beginning, never- 
thclcrr. of a missionary work which was to be contin- 
d for tnany decades to come. Sibugar. Nowgong, 
and Gauhati buame the three central stations and re- 
mained as such for the twenty subsequent years. The 
nock accomplished was noteworthy. -Thousands and 
rboppads of trace and Scripture portions were pre- 
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pared and scattered abroad, converts were gathered, and 
those reccivd were of the stronger and more uscful 
character. Most of them sccmed to hare been pupils 
who had been in mission schools or people who had 
long been connected with tbc missionaries. M a n y  pro- 
fesscd to believe but could not break family and caste 
ties. and it may wcll be supposed that not a few were 
secret disciples. 



CHAPTER X 

ORGANIZATIONS 

A new day dawned, and the outlook seemed favor- 
able save for the fecblcness of t h  working force. Four 
men, at thret widely separated stations, wcrc struggling 
along while antagonistic clemcnts among the pagans 
were increasing rather than decreasing. 

T h e  Christian community in Ass~m grew. ncvcrthe- 
less. and in 1 845. the organization of the first three 
Baptist churches was rcportcd. On ,January 25.  Mcssn. 
Brown, Bronson, and Barker, with a few native Chris- 
tians. gathered at  Gauhati for tbe purpose of organis- 
ing the first Baptist Church of Asom. This  church was 
compostd of thrce brancl~cs: Sibsagar. Nowgong. and 
Gauhati - Sadiya and J ~ i p u r  having been abandoncd. 
The articles of formation wcrc drawn up. and the Bap- 
tist covenant was rdoptcd. Mr. Barker was appointed 
pastor. T h e  Lord's Supper was cclcbratcd iq the 
evening, and all present rcjoiccd that the truc light had 
at  last indeed dawned upon dark Assam! Stcadily it 
grew brighter. Before the end of that year twcnty more 
baptisms of hopeful converts were reported. 

On February 8, the same year, the branch church at 
Nowgong was recognized as a part of the new Baptist 
church. Regular services were established and Mr. Bron- 
son was elected as the leader. 
On March 9, tbe little group at Sibsagar also organ- 

ized themselves into a church. Thus the first three in- 
digenous Baptist churches were orgmized into branch 
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churches. and the missionaries n o  longer had to carry 
the burdm of Christianization alone. A new dawn 
appeared. T h e  failure and disappointrncnts which had 
dogged tbem during the first nine years were changed 
into victary and encouragement. 

The  thm branch churches continued to grow, "and 
the Lord added t o  the church daily such as should be 
slved". It soon became evident to the missionaries. as 
well as t o  the native workers, that if thc work which 
t h y  had commenced was to be made pcrmancnt. it 
needcd .to be organized on an  indigenous basis. A com- 
mittee was appointed to propose suggestions as to pro- 
cdure. Tk first conference for the p v q h c  of taking 
into consideration the expediency of rcrosn&ing the 
t h m  btarh churches as separate and indepcndcnt 
churches, aad also of organizing them into, a regular 
Baptist uaciat ion.  was held a t  Sibsagar.  he A-ia- 
tion gathmd o n  Friday evening, October 30, 185 1, 
and was cafled to order by Mr. Brown. The mcmbcrs 
p r m n t  at this first association wcre as follows: 

Gauhati: Brethrcn Danforth, Ward and Apinta. 
Nowgong: Brrthren Bronson, Stoddard. James Tripp. 

Lucian D. lbyden. Monroc B. Wood, and Ebcnczer Carrow. 
Sibugar: Brethren Brown. Whiting, Cuttcr, Batiram D. 

Psk. and M i  L. Farwell. 
Mr. Bmrm was elected the moderator, 0. T. Cuttcr, 

clnk in Erqlish, and Batiram D.-Peck, clerk in Asurn- 
e. A conaitution was prepared and adopted. I t  was 

both ia English and Assamese. It is interesting to 
note the mate up of this first constitution: 

"1. Tbt Association shall be called the Baptist Associa- 
tion d A m  

-2. officers sball be a moderator, two clerks, for t l ~  
p n r p  of k p i n g  the records in Assamese and English. and 
a mmtff. - to be eIected at the commencement of crcb 

1781 



ngular meeting, and t o  continue in ofice until another 
appointment shall be made. 

"3. The Association shall be he16 annually at s t ~ c h  time 
and place as shall be voted. Each church shall be entitled to 
send six delegates. 

"4. Each church shall send witb their delegates a letter, 
giving an account of their condition, their joys and thcir 
sorrows. 

" 5 .  The object of the Association is t o  promote the 
cause of Christ, and to counsel and assist each other. 

"6. This Assoc~ation disclaims any right to control o r  
infiuencc the action of the churches in their individual 
capacity. 

"7. Any church of like f a ~ t h  and order may be admitted 
into the Association on application by letter at any regular 
mccting. 

"8.  The Association shall appoint two  prcachcn, onc t o  
preach in English, the other in Assamest, a t  each regular 
mccting, for the next meeting of the Association. 

"9.  This constitution can be altered at  any meeting of 
the Association."' 

Considcrablc business was transacted, and it is notc- 
worthy that the native brethrcn and the missionaries 
considcrcd this as thcir common task. Oftcn a motion 
was made by one of the native delegates. then seconded 
by a missionary, and vice versa. The  problems that 
confronted thcm were many and varied. One of the 
first things done was the ordination of Mr. G. Dauble, 
formerly connected with the German Lutheran Mission 
at Tezpur. He had changed his views on baptism and 
had been appointed by the Baptist Board as an Amcri- 
can Baptist missionary. 

Their agenda of business contained, among many 
other thin'gs, the problem of evangelism. T h e  Executive 
Committee of the Board had submitted instructions 
with "reference to the work of directly preaching the 
gospel to  the heathen", which stated that the "leading 
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work of a missionary was the preaching of the Word".' 
T h e n  was full concurrence to this request and actions 
were taken indicating that five out of seven missionaries 
were exclusively engaged in preaching the gospel. It  was 
voted that the cold season should be *mainly' devoted fo. 
traveling and that instead of passing rapidly through 
the country, several days should be spent at each im- 
portant place. The  necesrity of traveling as simple as 
health would permit, .when going on preaching tours. 
was urged. They emphasized, however, that tbc appro- 
priation of the Executive Committee for the depart- 
ment of evangelizing was entirely inadequate.' 

Actions outlining the work of the native assistants 
were taken and seven were appointcd, namely J a m a  
Tripp, Lucien D. Hayden, Charles S. Thomas, and 
Monroe B. Wed for Nowgong: Nidhi L. Farwell and 
Biporu for Sibsagar: and Apinm for Gauhati. It war 
further voted that the native assistants be divided into 
two classes; assistant pnachcrs and colportcun - in- 
cluding the duties of exhorters and tract distributors. 
The rules that were laid down for the, assistants indi- 

-catc, to  a certain extent, the. sincerity with which these 
early missionaries looked bion their task. No assistant 
was to receivc'wlary as a preacber or colporteur for per- 
iods when not actually engaged in missioary work. It 
was also expected that every native assistant s h ~ u l d  
preunt monthly a full report in writing. to the mis- 
sionary under whom his labors were directed. namely. 
tours,0 places visited. kind and number of tracts and 
Scripture distributed. and conversations held. 

Government schools under their supervision ,ad 
missionary scbools which they themselves had sitab- 
liskd were discussed. I t  is evident from records ~ h h t  
schools were considmd d great importance in ths evm- 
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gelizing program. T h e  cxpcricnce of a11 missions, they 
claimed. favored the plan of educating both sexes. Girls' 
schools were established in Sibsagar and Gauhati. T h e  
orphanage at Nowgong was a co-educational institution 
and was considered of common interest to the whole 
mission. They, therefore. plcdged to the principal of 
the ~ r p h a n h ~ e  "their united co-oprrarion. sympathy, 
and prayers." 

T h e  consideration of advance took up much of their 
time., and it was earnestly recommended to the Execu- 
tive Committee that Golaghat and Mongoldai be im- 
mediately occupied. This, thzy felt, was indispensable 
to the efficiency of the mission. Golaghat was the con- 
necting link between Sibsagar and Nowgong: and the 
occupancy of Golag hat would enable the -missionarks 
to reach one another's fields of operation most advm- 
tagtously. Further, it was a door to all the Naga tribes 
on thc southern frontier: and it was in important civil 
and military station. Mongoldai was desired bccausc of 
its dense population and its location. It  was not far 
from Gauhati, easy of access. and in a vicinity where 
the Cachari tribe was abounding. The  Cacharis were 
free from the shackles of Hinduism and were in many 
respects superior to the Assamese. The  mission was 
unanimous in the opinion that no time should be lost 
in thr occupying of these two stations. 

Although this first Conference lasted for throe weeks. 
the reader is impressed with the amount of work they 
accomplished. T h e  missionaries were in no burry t o  
pet back to their stations until they had completed their 
task. At that Conference the various forms of work 
were systematized and uniform methods adopted. 
Foundations of church order were laid and provision 
mado for more extended and p e n a n k t  evangelistic Ia- 
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bors in the outlying districts. Seven native brethren 
w e n  icarefully eqrnined and formally appointed to 
missionary service. They took time to discuss with 
these brethren the common task of evangelizing Assam. 
They formulated rules for the publication of books, 
erection of buildings. &raining of tcachcrs and prr~:hers, 
and establishment of schools. In  fact, all rnJcters c c p  
corning the missionary program, ran ping from inc lo-  
sures of burial grounds and forms of burial of nat ive 
Christian8 to  making of plans for the formation of 
churches, were settlcd. I t  was of grcat importance bc- 
cause it gave the isolatcd missionary a basis upon which 
to  formulate a working plan. 
The economic cstablishmcnt of the Christians was 

not neglected. A suggestion was made by the Commir- 
sioner that the Sibs~gar  missionaries should found a 
native Christian village, but this plan was not adoptcd. 
Later Messrs. Brown and Whiting took up grants of 
land for the nativc Christians to culrivate. I t  was fclt 
that in order, t o  establish an indeptndcnt and strong 
Christian community, it would be necessary for the 
Christians to  settle upon farms at thcir own discretion 
and to live entirely upon thcir own resources rather 
than to depend upon the missionaries. 
The following few years were characterized by a 

slow but sure increase in the membership of the various 
churches. T h e  majority of the converts came from the 
schools, and the effectiveness of the institutions as 
evangelizing agencies impressed the missionaries. New 
missicnaries re-enforced the staff and the little mission 
that had struggled so earnestly for its existence for so 
many years began to sense a feeling of security. 



CHAPTER X I  

CRISES 

With the churches fairly wcll organized, it seemed 
thhc "prosperity was just around the corner." as fu 
as the little mission was concerncd. T h e  corner, how- 
ever, proved to be farther awJy than they had cxpcctcd; 
and it was wcll that thiy did not know what the fu- 
ture had in store. To be sure. Christianity had made 
considerable advance and the churchcs i n  the variow 
stations exerted their influcnce to ncrrby villages. Just 
whcn things sccmcd most hopeful. howcvcr. thrcatcn- 
ing clouds arose on the missionary horizon: and the 
little mission was plungcd intb trials that almost anni- 
hilated all formcr gains. A combinaticn of circumstan- 
ces and evrnts took place that scvcrcly depleted the mis- 
sionary brce and shook thh whole missionary struc- 
ture to i t 5  very foundation. 

Mr. Barker. after a brief pcriod of service. had to 
return to America because of ill health.+ M r .  Daubk, 
whp ha? come from the German Lutheran Mission 
and promised to be of help in the work at Nowgong 
and in the work among the Mikirs. died i t  Now- 
gong, from cholera. Mr. Cutter, who had m o d  well 
and faithfully for almost twenty-years. bwarne in-' 
volved in questionable personal relations and was dir-' 
missed from the mission. It is difficult at  this d i s t a ~ ~ a  
t o  appreciate the full impact such a;blow must ban 
had upon the morale of the native Christians. 

He died at sea on his way home in 1850. 
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T h e  unfortunate crpcrience in  connection with the 
closing of the orphanage at Nowgong has been e~npha- 
sized considerably by other writers. T h e  Deputation 
srnt out by the Board in America to consult with the 
missionaries urged the closing, or rather a change of 
program for the orphanage. I t  was but natural that 
the missionaries should resent any action, on the part 
of the Executive Committee, which would close an in- 
stitution that was cf province-wide importance. To 
the missionaries it  was like throwing away the labors 
of many years and shutting a door of usefulness. They 
pointed out that to  close the institution would mean 
a humiliation which would be diff icul t  to overcome. 
Sudden abandonment or subversion would appear to 
the natives like religious bankruptcy. 

The missionaries argued that the scl~ools enabled 
the people to  read the printed word and religious tracts. 
They hc lpd  to  impart correct mom1 and religious 
idcals: and to facilitate the right apprchcnsion of re- 
ligious terms used by the preachers. This  w ~ s  particu- 
larly important as Hindu terminology often misrcprc- 
sented great Christian doctrines, ~ n d  necdcd special 
explanations. Education further cxposcd f ~ l s c  usages, 
inwrought with idolatry. The schools g ~ v c  opportun- 
ity for the first inculcation of the gospel, o r  i n  o'ther 
words, for preaching to  the pupils and others associ- 
ated with them. 

The missionaries maintained that thcy needed at 
Ieast one high school for the whole mission; that a 
fiimary or  village school be e s t a b l i s y  in every place 
where the missionary wa+Jr to-'est~blish a\ perma- 
nent preaching post: t h t  Scriptures and religious 
books be the principal studies; and that the schools be 
in charge of Christian teachers. 
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The  tone of the deputation from home tcndud tr 
discourage the educational efforts and to '  cmphasizc 
direct preaching. Dr. Solomon Peck, the chicf mcmbrr 
of the deputation, felt that secular education shoula 
be cared for by the government; and in his closing re- 
marks in his report on the educational policy of th i  
mission. q id .  "With rcspcct to Assam, the demand far 
common schools will be met at no distant day. thcre is 
reason to  hope, by the civil govcrnmmt, to whom I (  

appertains. And there is also encouragcmcnt to hopc 
that the languagc in  thesc govcrnmcnt schools will bc 
the vernacular, so soon as suitable text books can he 
obtained; a result to which it is bclicvcd thc influcncc 
of the mission has not a little contr ib~tcd."~ 

The missionaries. aftcr a tong confcrencc. rcluctanr- 
ly rcquicsced to the following compromise for ri.- 
organiution submitted by Dr. Peck. It was suggested: 
first, that thc Nowgong orphans institution bc changed 
with a vicw to its becoming as soon as p r ~ c t i c ~ b l r .  a 
central normal school for the prcpar~tory training ~f 

'native tcnchcrs and prcachrrs: second, that tho instit ii- 
tion be divided into two dcp~rtmcnts: primary arid 
normal. and that the period of study in cithcr dcpari- 
ment sbould not exceed three years; third, that the 
n u m b s  of pupils be limited to forty; that none be ad- 
mitted under ten years of age; that preference bc given 
to Christians and'to tbose regarded as inquirers; and 
that fie normal department be reserved entirely for 
tburch members in good standing; fourth, that all in- 
struction be given in the vernacular and that no English 
be allowed after. the following October first; fifth, 
that the superintendent travel and preach in the cold 

when practicable; and sixth, that the girls' de- 
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panmcnt belonging to the institution be separated 
from it. 

These modifications were suggested with the inten- 
tion of making the school more strictly missionary and 
more consonant with the design of the Missionary 
Union. The object, it was argued, was not to  take 
ore of orphans or othcrwise destitute children: but to 
r a k  up missionary laborers. Financial considerations 
undoubtedly also entered- in because. comparatively 
speaking, these schools were a h c ~ v y  financial drain 
and their continuation at the rime secmcd' impossible. 

The result was that the young institution dicd 
within a few years. T h e  conditions wcre not yet ripe 
for so radical a change, even though the policy sug- 
gated may be considered as more sound than the pol- 
icy which missionaries hid followed. It is compara- 
tively easy to  appreciate the deputation's paint of vicw. 
They feared that the school would produce lazy pro- 
teges, and a community of Christians who would be 
cntirely dcpendcnt on thc mission. On the other hand. 
the missionaries argued that the surest and safest u*ay 
to win Assam for Christ was by winning the young 
through teaching. T h e  Assam missionaries wcre a unit 
in their conviction t h ~ t  the late orphanage was a wise 
and Scriptural agency for propagating Christianity 
among the heathen people. as well as an indispensable 
means of training converts to be missionaries to  their 
own countrymen.' They felt that preaching among 
heathen was emphatically and pre-eminently teaching 

L . - t o  make wise unto salvation." W h o  was right and 
who was wrong is difficult t o  say: but the equilibrium 
of the mission was shaken considerably. 

Tbe psychological reaction upon t be misiionaria 
was greater than they themselves or  the deputation 

1863 



realized at  the timt. T h e  goal which seemed t~ be just 
within reach was snatched away and the missionaries, 
ovcrburdcned with a multitude of duties and brokcn 
in health, were discouragcd. Mr. Bronson speaks of 
considerable. cmbarrassrnent in connection with his 
resuming the charge of the institution upon his return 
from America? 

Another calamity that befell the mission was the 
leaving and subsequent resignation from the mission of 
its founder, Nathan Brown. T h e  twcnty-two ycars 
which he had spcnt in the oricnt without vacation h ~ d  
takcn thcir toll. His robust constitution began to  
crumble and it bccame evident that the only rclicf was 
a journey home. It  was not hard work and exposure 
alone, nor wholly malarial climatc that had sappcd his 
iron strength. Mcntal anguish had donc its part. Re- 
pcatcd discour~gcmcnt and hope oftcn defcrrcd had not 
bccn without their physical cffccts: and now the timt 
had come whcn he could do  no more. It was unfor- 
tunate that his dcparturc should corn? at a timc whcn 
thc mission nccdcd him more thrrn cvcr. His Icaving 
was a shock. not only to thc undcrm~nncd missionary 
staff but also to  thc Christian natives l o  lookcd 
upon him as a spiritual fathcr. hlrs. Brown wrote of 
thc frrrcwcll at Sibsagar and told how thc Christians 
began to collect around the bungalow at early dawn on 
the thirteenth of Fcbruary. 1855. T h c  whole Chris- 
tian community was soon on the veranda. Gray- 
haired. decently attired matrons. quiet mannered young 
mothers with wondering childrcn clinging to thcir 
skirts, and wide-eyed infants in thcir arms; converts. 
preachers, and office hands had all gathered to  bid 
their pastor and friend good-bye. "It was one of the 
hardest partings (and I have had many) ," wiote Mrs. 



Brown, "I cver experienced . . . we prayed and 
sang, and lingered from early dawn till near eleven 
o'clock before we spoke the final good-bye."' 

In 1857. another disturbance of an entirely differ- 
ent: nature came upon the mission - the Indian muti- 
ny. "Wars and rumors of war" characterized the whole 
of India. For a long time it was hoped that Assam 
would cscapc the flame of insurrection which ragcd 
wildly in Bmgal, since it was so rcmotc from the ccn- 
ter and since the pop le  of the province L-- on the whole 
wcre of a rather pcacefcl nature; but thc spark of re- 
bellion was soon f ~ n n c d  into a flame which also cn- 
vcloped Assam. Secret messages had bccn sent to  the 
province notifying the natives of the day and date 
when a general uprising was to take place. A plan was 
made to massacre ,cvcry white person in Assam. T h e  
former Rajah had bccn chosen as the one who  would 
lead the rebellion; but the English officcr in ccmmand, 
Major Holeroyd, discovered the plot in time and nip- 
pcd it in the bud by capturing the king and  taking him 
to Calcutta as a prisoner. 

I t  was a time of awful suspense for the rnissionarics. 
Threats were made on their lives. T h c  Mohammedans 
threatened the nativc Christians that as soon as the 
missionaries were killed they would be the next objctts 
of their rengeancc. and Islam would be re-instated. 
T h e  most atrocious deeds were reported. There was 
not a single European soldier in Assam except the of- 
ficers in charge of native troops: hence, the protection 
of European life against a general insurrection was very 
meagre. Plans had been made for the Europeans to  
gather a t  Gaohati: but Gauhati was many miles from 
Sibsagar and Nowgong where the missionaries w e n  
located. Much could happen to them if they should 
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venture to undertake the long tedious journey doivn 
the Brahmaputra. Bronsoa finally decided to avail 
himself of the protection at Gauhati; and under cover - 
of night he, ~ i t h  his family, slipped quietly out of 
Nowgong in a native canoc, down the Kullung River 
to tbe  Brahmaputra, and on to Gauhati. Bronson 
wrote from his !ittle craft on the river. 

"A gencnl fccling of ihsccurity is eread a11 o v a  the 
country. All feel that it is emphatically true now that we 
know not what 'a day or an hour may bring forth.' It 
would be utterly impossible for me to tell you the horrors 
of this mutiny, or the 'refinement of cruclty' practiced upon 
all, even unoffcnding and helpless womcn and childrcn, chat 
ful l  into the hands of thc mcrcilcss savagc~."~ 

Upon arrival at Guhat i ,  Mr. Dr6nson found 
"Brother Danfcrth in a soldier's garb. drilling morn- 
ing and evening, resolved to dcfcnd his family and the 
mission property" if callcd upon to do so. "For morc 
than six weeks," wrote Danforth. "I have donc mili- 
tary duty daily, and  that, too, dircc~ly in front of a 
large company of scpoys many of whom wcrc known 
to be m u : i n u o s . " ~ t  many times thc least occasion 
would have caused an outbreak. Later 1Mr. Danforth 
wrote that aftcr six months of incessant anxicty they 
felt comparatively safe. 

At Sibsagar, the Whitings were alone. Thcy had 
been advised to leave the village. and a comfortable 
little boat was put at their disposal so that they could 
move out on the river and thus be out of the rcach of 
the cantonemcnt at Sibugar. Whiting contemplated 
going up the strcam and taking refuge among the hill 
tribes who bad not been affected by the mutiny. He 
wrote, "If I escape its fury, I may be able to  collect 
some of the remnants of the mission." The  storm blew 
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over, tbe missionaries once again settled down, but the 
uncertainty of life and the departure of missionaries 
left the whole burden of work on a very depleted 
minionary. staff. 

Bronson was forced to leave t5e little Christian group 
in Nowgong in charge of r native loader who hid 
had little training himself. After eighteen months the 
membership bad dwindled to five; making one less 
than it was when the church was organized ... Other 
missionaries, owing to the strain of mutiny and disease, 
were obliged to take furlough so that in 1858 then 
was but one missionary in all Assam. 

1 The muttering8 of civil war and the slavery ques- 
tion were agitating the people in America. The 
'churches in the South withdrew from working with 
the Missionary Union. Other strong diffcrcnces of 
opinion rose among those of the North and among the 
missionaries on tbe field. Many of the missionaries 
resigned, among whom was Dr. Nathan Brown. as 
mcntionad. For the ncxt ten years, cxccpt for ncw 
missionaries learning the language, there wcrc seldom 
more than two men in charge of the wholc Assam 
field. Each station was left in charge of single lady 
missionaries,.and often a station was left without any 
missionary at all for long periods of time. 



CHAPTER XI1 

THE GAROS 

Tile year 1867 markcd anothrr cpoch in the his- 
tory of the Baptist mission in Assam. I t  was almost 
another reversal of policy. namely. a change of cmp: a- 
sis from the plains to the hills. Whilc the chief centers 
of thc mission wcre located in the vollcy, thcre uvas. 
ncvcrthcless, r considcr~ble amount of work done in- 
directly among the pcople of the hills. The sturdy hill 
men whose minds had not as yet bccn indoctrinated 
by Hinduism attracted tbe attention of thc missiona- 
ries. T h e  Mikirs, a hill tribe near Nowgong, visitcd 
that station frequently and camc in contact with the 
Christian workcrs therc. Thcy sccmcd to be intcrcstcd 
in Christianity, making it impossible for the missio- 
narics to  ignore thcm. Scvcral missionaries had bccn 
chosen to  work among the Mikirs; but nonc of the ap- 
pointees had succccdcd in rcaching the ficld as all of 
thcm wcre eithcr forccd home because of illness, or be- 
cause pressing duties kept thcm at Nowgong, or  they 
wcre removed by death. 

T h e  Cacharis appealed to  Danforth at Gauhati. 
Their  open and friendly attitude impressed him. He 
spcnt several weeks touring among thcrri in 1857 and 
held many personal confcrenccs with those who came 
to see him at Gauhati, while some of them became 
Christians. There is no  record of any organized work 
among them until many years later. 

T h e  deputation which visited Assom in 1855 and 
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which has been, mentioned in a previous chapter was 
very much pleased with the possibilities of the Assam 
mission as a whole. Dr. Peck, the chairman of the de- 
putation, in his report to the Executive Cornmittec ap- 
preciated the great opportunity but rcalizcd that mis- 
sionaries could nct  be supplied. He uvrotc: 

"Thc mission . . . is not adequately manned: not even on 
the prcsumpt ion, could it bc cntcrta incd, that thc missionarica 
will a11 continue a t  their stations, and all be strong to labor 
a t  all timcs. T h c  field is too broad. and interests and instm- 
rncnrnliticr too numerous and varicd and cornplcx, for the 
force employed; . . . T h c  breaking up or  virtual abandon- 
ment of a s t ~ t i o n  or of a dcpartmcnr of labor, should not 
bc stakcd on the hcalth of a single individual . . . thcrc is 
no onc of the Asiatic missions, in my judgrncnt. blcsscd with 
a bcttcr climate . . . nonc commanding a faircr prospcct of 
hcaltl~ and long life to its missianaries, than tkc ficld of this 
mission."l 

F - 
I he deputation w a s  particularly imprcsscd with the 

promising ficlds among the many surrounding hill 
tribcs that were untouchcd by the go~pcl, and tbcy 
felt that these tribcs wore the most inviting portions 
of the Assam mission. Thc claims of thc hills had bccn 
presented before but had not won the regard to.which 
they i.:erc, entitled. Dr. Peck concluded his report by 

' 4  stating, In my on7n .apprehension, - and I think 
it is the judgment of the missionaries. - the hill tribes 
are the hopc of Assam."* 

T h e  Garos had appealed to  the missionaries and to  
the government alike. Major Jenkins contemplated 
the Christianization of this great tribe even before the 
Baptist mission began. In 1837, or less than one year 
after Brown's arrirsl in Sadiya. Major Jcnkins sug- 
gested the esta5lisl:ment of a mission starion at Gau- 

d # 7ati with a particular view to the G a r ~ s " . ~  Bro'wn 
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agreed that "the G r o r  would present a field of e&- 
sive usefulness" although he was primarily concerned 
about the Shans and the hill tribes of .tbe northeast. 

T h e  Board was unable to furnish misjionaries to 
meet a11 the needs.' and were, in fact. hardjy able to 
care for rh; work to which they had comkittcd them- 
selves. The Garos wen left untouched. thmfore, until 
in 1847. wh'en the government tstablished a school n 
Coalpara, for G r o  boys, hoping by this method to 
influence this fierce and untamablc tribe. I t  was hoped 
that by means of education the government would be 
able to gain some influence and control over them. 
Ten boys attended the school, and it is interesting to 
note that seven of these boy8 later became Christians. 
three of whom became ordained to t in  ministry. T w o  
of those three have become famow' in the Christian 
history of the Gros .  Omcd and Ramkhe becamk their 
first missionaries. While a t  school t h y  were aroused 
to a Christian consciousness by the reading of a tract 
which had been left by a Bengali missionary. After.a 
few years, the school was discontinued, and Omed 
went to Gauhati and joined tbe police. Ramkhe joined 
them later. While in Gauhati they came in contact 
with Kandura, the Baptist evangelist. They 'soon de- 
cided that Christianity was the best religion and made 
up their minds to embrace it. On February 8. 1863. 
they were baptized by Mr. Bronson. 

The burden of Christianizing their own people be- 
1 came so heavy upon their hearts that tbey procured 
I dismission from the government service. They pur- 
posed to, devote their entire time to Christiao work apd 
went out as mission assistants. W i l e  they were in tbc' 
employ of .the ,mission tbey were under tbe immediate 



~uprvision. of Captain Morton, the District Commis- 
sioner of Goalpara.' 

Omed and Ramkhe went first to  their own rcla- 
tives and village. After a few weeks of preaching, a 
small group (six or scven) accepted Christianity and 
joined the two zealous preachers in establishing a new 
village - Rajasimla. Th is  village became the nucleus 
for the Garo Christian community and one of the 
irnporiant Christian centers. The  two evangelists con- 
tinued to preach and to  teach. d iv id i~g  their Gork 'so 
that Omed rcmaincd at ~a jas imla  as an evapgclist, 
while Ramkhc went to Damra about twelve miles 
awry whcre hc startcd a school. ~ a t e r  he took up a 
tract of waste land near to Damra and established a 
Christian villagc. Nisangram, which became another 
ccnter of Christian influence. 

Omcd and Ramkhe mct with considerable success, 
and the work grcw to such proportions that they 
dccmed it ncccssary to call Dr. Bronson t o  hclp thcm. 
In 1867. 1ic made a visit to the Garo hills. and it must 
have bccn a day of great rejoicing for the missionary 
and for the Christian natives, for he baptized thirty- 
scven convcrts and organized thcm, with Omod, 
Ramkhe and Ranpkhu, a Christian Garo policcmon. 
into a church of forty members. He ordained Omed 
as the pastoj. charging him to "range the hills, to 
preach. baptize, to do the work of 3 Christian pastor. 
and to be faithful until death? This  rather large in -  
gathering was cheering news to  the missionaries and to 
the mission supporters in America who had begun to 
look upon Assam as a barren field. 

That  same year the Reverends I. J .  Stoddard and 
M. B. Comfort arrived in Assam: Dr. Brsnson, who 
had just t o c r ~  d the Garo hills. was impressed !with its 
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posibifities and sensed the importance of setling mis- 
&-ria in. Galpara  as soon as conditions would per- 
mit. Consiquently, he purchased an appropriate com- 
pound with a bungalow at Goalpara for Rs. 800. 
which sum he succeedcd in raising among its citizens 
and' among friends of the field. The  two ncw missio- 
nariamwcrc k;;n id prospect of work among the Giiros; 
and upon tbe approval of the Board they became the 
first missionaries to'this tribe. While Goalpara was not 
a part of the Garo hills, it was choscn as a place from 
which work could be done conveniently. as to scrtle 
among the tribe was deemed incxpcdient. Furthcr. 
Goalpara was within easy rcach of- the hills and was 
located on the very banks of the Brrhmaputra which 
madkit easy of access to the rest of thc world. 

Space forbids to trace in detail the dcvclopmcnt of 
the work in this promising field. It is noted, howcrcr. 
that Mr. Stoddard ~isitcd many villages thc following 
year, baptizing a goodly numbzr of persons and thus 
becoming cncouraged in the work. 

The government contcmplatcd moving hcadquartcrs 
t o  Tura, a place located near the ccnter of the hills. in 
order to be able to check the bloody head-hunting 
raids 'made on tbc plains people. In this connection 
(1870) a definite invitation was cxtcnded to tht mis- 
sion to make T u n  one of its stations. The govcrn- 
ment also suggested the possibility of granting an ap- 
propriation to defray the expenses of a medical mis- 
sionary, if such a man could be procured; and if the 
mission accepted the invitation. 

The  following year Messrs. Bronson. Stoddard. and 
Comfort- visited Tura  with a view to occupying hat , 
setion. They we& convinced tbat' it should be occur 
pitd; and t h v  pcomsed r minion compwnd and 
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urged r h r  Board t o  re-inforce the mission staff; No 
immediate possession was taken, however. other than 
leaving there a Christian school teachcr and two young 
men from the Goalpara Normal School. In 1 873. hlr. 
Stoddard was unfortun~tely forced to  return to Amcr- 
ica because of ill health, but during his short sojourn 
among the Gam he had seen the Christian commun- 
ity grow from forty to  286, and many of this number 
he had seen trained in Christian work. 

Wi tb  the coming of Me C. Mason and E. G. Phil- 
lips. a long. unbrokcn and, in many rmpectr, mast 
remarkable period of missionary activity among thc 
Garos was begun; They arrived a t  Goalpara on De- 
cember 19. 1874, and were almost immrdiately thrust 
into a position of responsibility. Mr. Kcirh was just 
able to introduce thcm to the work when he w ~ s  
forced t o  take furlough. With undauntcd courJgc the 
two  young recruits set to work. T u r a  was visited in 
the hope of locating th4e. It was finally decided, how- 
cvcr, the two should divide thcir responsibility, onc 
rrmaniing in charge of the normal school and thc othcr 
locating at  Tura .  I t  fcll to thc lot of Mr. Phillips to 
s ~ t t i e  then: and this he did in March. 1 8 77  : and of 
Mason to remain at Goalpara in chargc of the school. 
Soon after Phillips' arrival in Tura ,  he erected a tcm- 
porary house: and while thus engagcd, he conducted 
interesting tent meetings, with the result, that several 
became interested in the Christian religion. In  the fol- 
lowing M a y  six people were baptized: and a small 
church pf seven members was o r g a n i ~ e d . ~  

With the moving of the missionaries to T u r a  a new 
era in missionary work began. Tho government pro- 
posed to turn over to  the mission all of thgir schools 
in the hills promising t o  support the same, providing 
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the mission would be responsible for the superinten- 
dence and would move the Normal School from Goal- 
para to Tura. Regarding settling in one place, Mr. 
Phillips wrote: 

"Tbc best interests of the mission would be semed by 
their being located togzther at T u r a .  T h e  location is sucb 
as to be nearly equally accessible from all pans of the 
district, the rainy season work could be carried on to better 
advantage in concert, and it is vcry advantageous to have 
the laborers so near togcthcr as to be able to consult on a11 
important 'martm."l 

The  Board being quick to sense the force of this ar- 
gument sanctioned the schcme of the two young men, 
and in 1878 Mr. Mason gave up Gorlpara and moved 
to Tura. An intensive program of training. in secular 
as well as in religious matters, was hunched, and the 
foundations for work that was dcstincd to  be one of 
the bcst in Assam werc laid. Of this now plan, Mason 
wrote: 

"Born and brought up on thrifty, wcll-stocked farms in 
wcstem New York, classm~tcs, rommates, and chums during 
our educational carcrrs, and finally marrying sisters, we were 
far bctter prepared to be yokcfcllou~s in scrvice than are most 
missionaries. And in 111c light of the ficld to which we 
sent it certainly appcars grovidcntial that we were thus 
brought togcther and for forty ycars pcrmitted to pull to- 
gcthcr shoulder to shouldcr, of one  hcart ~ n d  aim."' 

As compared with the work on the plains, the pro- 
gress in the hills has been phenomenal. When the f i f ty  
years' jubilee was celebrated in 1886, it was reported 
that 1473 people had been baptized and that there 
were 870 members of good and regular standing'in the 
churches. There were also forty-four schools with 766 
pupils.@ From the first, the responsibility of Christian- 
izing the Garos was laid upon the indigenous churches 
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thumselves. The  missionaries fclt that the churches 
were the chief agcncy in advancing the kingdom of 
Christ. and their duty was to educate these churches to 
independent action. both in management and in the 
development of evangelistic work among the non- 
Christians. The  missionaries did little toward develop- 
ing mcthods, but aided to develop the working spirit. 
leaving the churches to invent for thcmselves methods 
of management both financial and d i r~ ip l in r ry .~~  There' 
have been periods when the new churches of the Garp 
hills have gone 'through periods of severe tribi,- md. 
there have been t i m a  when they have becn involved in. 
problems concerning discipline that have not. always 
been conducive to  spiritual growth, The  problems of 
intoxicating liquor. immorality. land disputes. and 
court cases have occupied altogether too much of tb& 
time. Certainly not all of their actions havt been com- 
mendable. Their program in Christian devclopment. 
nevcrthclcss, is worthy of note. Thcir Christian accom- 
plishments rcgrrding sclf-support and sclf-manage- 
ment rank high when compared with any orhcr group 
of churches on the foreign field. T h e  constant growth 
of the Christian community is indicative of that. In 
1905 the church membership had grown to 4,340 md 
7.326 people had been baptized. They had no  less I 

than 109 village schools with 2.22 1 pupils. Thirty 
years later this number had becn more than doubled. 
It was repqrted in 1934 that there were 17.151 
church members and 3 5 2 organized churches,. all of 
wbicb were entirely self-supporting.ll These figures in- 
dicate to some extent the growth of the churches (anofig 
the Garos and their present status. 

The development of education has gone b n d  ;a 
hand with :hat d the church. From the very begin- 
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ning the Garos decided t o  be taught. T h c  non-Chris- 
t i a n ~  were s o  anxious in fact that they built their o w n  
school-houses hoping thcrcby to get tcachcrs. It was 
not a problem, therefore, of getting students, b u t *  
rather of securing tcachcrs of the right kind to fill the 
positions. T h e  government handed ovcr the cntirc 
school program w i t h  its grant-in-aid;  and uphilc that  
may appear t o  have becn a great opportunity for cvan- 
gelizing the people, it also prcscntcd a number of ob-  
stacles which were difficult t o  oscrcomc. T h e  govcrn- 
mcnt dividcd the district in to  four scctions or mamas,  
placing ovcr each a Mauzidar.  * T11csc mauzidtrrs. ~ v i r l l  

the exception of one, wcrc non-Christians and wcrc in 
a real sense a hindrance. T h u s  thc missionary had to 
supervise not  merely thc Christian tcacl~crs but also the 
non-Cllristians. 

Soon after the Jubilcc in 1886.  a ncw nrrangcmcnt 
was cffcctcd s o  that  thc H i n d u - A l o l ~ ~ r n m c d ~ n  scl~ools 
of the plains section came undcr tllc i rnmcd~.~tc  carc of 
the government, a n d  thc Garo  scl~ools undcr thc man- 
agement of the mission. T h a t  rclirrcd thc missionaries 
of the unplcasaat task of supcrintcnding schools taught 
by hcathen tcachers. T h a t  also made the villagc schools 
strong agencies for  the gospel. This is provcd by thc 
fact tha t  in  1909 thc missionaries reported an  estimate 
of t w o  hundred converts, two-thirds of which had 
come throu'gh the Christian schools." D r .  Phillips 
wrote : 

"Our school work has been an tficient agency in evan- 
gclization. While, save in cxceptional cases, we pay our 
teachers for the work they do in the scbool-room, we expect 
them as Christian men to use their opportunities to preach 

A pcrson appointed by tbe government to have oversight of 
a given district and to report a11 political and social condi- 
tions. 
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the gospel t o  others. While among .a people utterly unable 
to read. an evangelist does an important work, there is need 
that the more constant influence be brought to  bear, Oci 
Christian school teacher is in just the position to exert such 
an influence. . . . First the pupils are brought to Christ, and 
then the parents and others."A8 

Though the village school- were effective evangel- 
izing agencies, the sution school was none the less 
influential. as it was the chief source ihich supplied 
rhe.vil1agr schools with teachers, pastors. evangelists, 
and other assistants. I t  was chiefly for Christian stu- 
dents. but a good number of unconvcrtcd persons were 
also admitted and received stipend or mission aid. A 
missionary said, "I know of none for years who have 
passed through the school unconvcrtcd." which seems 
t o  indicate that the school struck a high cv~ngel ic~l  
note. Dr. Phillips wrote in 1 886 : 

"Besides a few sons of Tura policcmcn, 2 3 7 have bccn in 
the school since it  bcgan . . . of these 237, I know of but 
fourteen who left school unconvcrted, and of thcsc six wcre 
Hindus. leaving only eight Garos . . . Of the 206 bcsides 
policemen's sons . . . 103 have bccn c n g ~ g c d  in tcaching o r  
employed in some religious work by the mission. Of those 
who  have not been !'nus employed some have been earncst 
helpers ia church woris."14 

I t  is evident from this statement that the school was 
an evangelizing agency of no mean proportions. I t  is 
easy, therefore, to understand that the missidnaries 
were anxious to maintain that school and that it was 
considered to  be a very important part of their work. 
T b e y  found difficulty. however. in maintaining a high 
scholastic standard because of the constant change of 
personnel and lack of European leadership. It was 
entrusted at several times to leaders who proved ~ r i a b l e  
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to meet the demands put upon them, with the conse- 
quence that the scbud suffered. 

T h c  girls' school was started by Mrs. Keith in 1874 
when she gathered ten or twelve girls into her school 
in Goalpara. She was, however obliged to  discontinue 
her efforts: but not until some had been much bcnc- 
fited. In 1881, Miss Russell, who afterwards became 
Mrs. Burdettt, made a small bcginning of a girls' 
school at Tura.  Later she made an cxtcnsive trip 
through the hills among the Christian villages. and 
gathered up  a largc number of girls: and in 1884 she 
brought to T u r a  twcnty-one girls who forrncd the 
nucleus of what became the outstanding educational 
institution among the Garos. 

Because of thc dcplctcd missionary staff, the boys' 
and girls' school were united in 1898 This  arrange- 
mcnt lasted for a number of years: and the school war 
supervised intcrchangcabl y by mcmbcrs of the Gcncral 
and thc Women's Socicty. Latcr the govcrnmcnt cstab- 
lished a school for boys in Tura  and thc mission thcn 
surrcndered the academic training to thc govcrnmcnt 
while the Christian training continued through the 
dormitories which were directly under missionary con- 
trol and locdted on the mission compound. T h e  girls' 
school was taken over by the Women's Socicty and it 
flourished> so that the cnrollment rose to  well over 
two hundred. 

T h e  Garos rank high among the rest of the tribes 
in producing men of higher learning. There are a num- 
ber of Garo boys who have been graduated from col- 
lege and many are now attending college and medical 
schools. In  fact, the Garo influence is felt throughout 
the valley of Assam. In every one of the mission sta- 
tions there are several Garos who hold prominent places 
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of leadership a n d  upon whom the mission is dcpcnding 
fo r  support  a n d  icadcrship. 

T h e  s tory of the development of literature for the 
Garos is well told b y  Dr. M?son, in his H o w  Came the 
Bible into the Garo Language. I n  this little booklet he 
has  traced its course a n d  has told of the obstacles cn- 
countered in reducing a new language to writing. T h e  
first a t tempt  p e r h ~ p s  m ~ d e  by an Assam c d u c ~ ~ i o n a l  
officer and  b y  a Bengali gentleman, w h o -  published a 
phrase book and  a vocabulary respcctively, as early as 
1867. These  t w o  works seem t o  have had n o  extended 
circulation. Later Dr. Bronson productd a small book 
o f  scntences, a Bricf Ourline of Grummar, and a Coro 
Primer in Roman  a n d  Bengali characters. Mr .  Stod- 
dard had r manuscript written for t l~ree  primcrs, a 
c~techism,  a n d  hymns,  which Mr .  Kcith afterwards 
published. Mr .  Kcith also published an Ourlint Gram- 
mar and a small Garo-Bcngali English Dictionary, and 
a translation of the four  Gospels. T l ~ c  most of the 
translations of the Gospels wcrc done by Garo  hclpcrs. 
which is evident f rom Keith's rcport whcre hc said: 
" T h e  Gospel of Mzt thcw has bcen undertaken and 
wi th  the efficient assistance of t w o  o r  thrce of the 
native brethren has bcen carried forward to the twen- 
tieth chapter."I5 Later he wrote that  the work was 
good cnough to warrant translation of the rest and of 
all the Four  Gosprls. 

I t  should be mentioned that  none of the missionaries 
working among the Garos u p  to the coming of hlason 
and Phillips knew the language, but  had to depend on 
the help of active assistants. I t  is true tha t  Keith learn- 
ed the Garo language s o  tha t  he could preach in it, but 
n o t  until toward the end of  his term: and then he was 
compelled to go  home! Mr. Stoddard spent five. years 



at Goalpara and it may be thought that he should 
have learned the language in that time: but he learned 
the Bengali and Assarncse instead. ~ h e ~ ~ e n ~ a l i  charac- 
ters had been used in all of the literature that was pro- 
duced in those early days: and it was not until in 
1902 or after the twenty-eight years of struggling with 
the Bengali alphabet that the Romanizing of the lang- 
uage was finally adopted. With the coming of Mason 
and Phillips then was a change in policy, as far as 
publicat ion of literature was concerned. These two 
men were the first missionaries rcally to learn Garo. 
A definite plan war evolved to produce literature in 
that language, so that the students in school could 
learn to read it rather than Bcngali or Ass~mcse. 

It was Dr. Mason's privilege to set the entire Bible 
translated into Garo: but besides this book thcre is 
very little other litcratun in that tongue. Had the 
missionaries becn frecd from the care of a growing 
Christian community, the care of the schools and mul- 
titudinous other problems, thcrc would havc bccn more 
books. To be sure. a good many pamphlets wcrc print- 
cd and a magazine cntitlcd "Atchihni Ripeng" has 
been published for a numbcr of years. Dr. Harding 
emphasized the need of more literature as follows: 

"One copy of every Gam book now in print stands before 
me. If I exclude the Garo Bible and rncasure the standing 
books I find they measure exactly six inches. A six-inch 
library and that includes our hymnal, tune books and school 
books, everything in Garo except the Bible!" 

This statement was made i n  1933 and wry few 
pamphlets have been added since then. That ,  of course. 
does not include the thousands of pagesthat have been 
written but never bound. I t  does. however. sbow the 

11031 



time required to produce a piece of literature in a new 
language. 
Mu& could be said regarding the medical work 

which bu been done among tbe Garos. That, how- 
ever, is a chapter in itself. Suffice it to say here that 
it war a long 'md tedious task to educate the child of 
the jungle to the value of medical science. It  was not 
easy to break thiotlgb the shell of superstition and the 
f u r  of foreign methods of treating disease. The mcdi- 
cal work, thecefon, hat been rlow and tedious; never- 
theleu, such sun r Dr. Crozier. Dr. Ahlquist, and Dr. 
Dowm h m  accomplished. what was once thought to 
be the impossible. The medical work has grown to 
mch dimtarion8 to occupy the full time of a doctor 
and e e v d  nu&. 



CHAPTER XI11 

THE NAGAS 

T h e  Nagas consist of a nurnbx of tr ibn inhabiting 
the mountain range between the Brahmaputra valley 
and Burma, commonly known as the Naga Hills. T h e  
word Naga cannot, thcrcfore, be correctly applied. to 
any one tribe: it would be more accurate to  rcfcr to  
each by its own tribal name as thc Angami, the Ao. 
the Lhota, the Sema, the Rengma, the,Tangkuhl, the 
Kabui, the Nzemi, the Khairao, and the Konyak Na- 
gas. Each one of thcsc tribes has its own language and 
customs. Their languages differ to such an cxtcnt that 
they are unable to  understand one another without a 
common medium of spccch or an ;ntcrprcter. It is not 
the purpose to  deal with each onc of thcse tribes. but 
to  mention briefly the development among them whcr- 
ever Christianity has bccn organized for a number of 
years. 

Mr. Bronson was tbe first missionary to the Nqa 
Hills; and as early as 1838 he made his first tour a m x g  
them with a view to establishing a mission. In 1 8 3  
he built a house at Namsang and spent eight months 
among that tribe living just above the ancient village 
of Jaipur. While the Nagas were friendly toward the 
missionary and availed themselves of the educa t i ~ i i ~  4 
facilities offered, there is no record that any one of 
them made an open declaration of faith as a Christiar.. 

T h e  Nagas. then as now, made frequent trips to th 
plains for trading purposcs. and some of them un  
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doubtedly came under the influence of the missionaries 
and th Christian workers in Sibsagar. In 1 8 5 1, the 
Rev. S. W. Whiting. then the missionary in charge of 
tbe work at Sibsagar. baptized a Naga from Morang- 
kong village of the Ao tribe. This  man  evidently lived 
at Sibsagarm became connected with the church there, 
and remained as a member for two or three years. In 
the course of events, he returned to  the hills to get him- 
self a wife, but while he was there aa attack was made 
upon bis village and he was killcd. If he were able to 
do my teaching in the short time he was visiting the 
village of his youth. his instructions nude no lasting 
impression,' 

Mr. Dauble had also become interested in the hill 
tribes, and Me Bronson spoke of him as a prospective 
missionary among the Nagas. It WJS even thought 
th;t Nowgong would be a station from which to work. 
Bronson wrote : 

"From Nowgong, as a first stopping place. a missionary 
could work his way into the Naga hills. Step by step the 
future would open before him."' 

Evidently the Christianization of the Nagas weigh- 
ed heavily upon Bronson because he complained, say- 
ing. "When I look at a11 those fields, I wish that I 
might be young again; but here I am, only able to 
wriie and tell these things." None of the plans to reach 
the Nagas from Nowgong materialized. 

Soon after the R ~ V .  E. W. Clark h ~ d  arrived in As- 
sam he became interested in the Aos. He was, in fact, 
ffom the very first strongly-drawn to them. In 187 1. 
in referring to the hills people, he wrote: 

"1 am assured that. for come ten or twelve years past;, 
there bas been very little proclamation of the gospel to the 
b e a h  in this part of Assam, by a missionary. Tribe upon 
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tribe of .Nagas 
painful for us 
wit l~out  seeing 
who have no k 

arc acccssible to the gospel. It is  certainly 
at  Sibagar to be unable to lift our eyes 

these hills and thinking of the men on them 
nowledge of C h r i ~ t . " ~  

His interest in the Ao tribe finally bcc~me so strong 
tbst hc induced one of his Assam~.sc workcrs. Godhula, 
to  acquire the vernacular of the Nagas who were at 
that time living at Sibsagar. Godhula consequc~~:ly 
spent most of that rainy season with a t ~ c h c r  and in 
October, the same year, he took him with him and 
went to  Dick Haimund village in the Naga hills. Dur- 
ing this first journcy Godhula remained for only a 
short time. Upon his return to  Sibsagar, he rrportcd a 
very friendly reception. He made several trips during 
tbat cold season, and in April. 1872, he, with his wife. 
left Sibsagar for this Naga village. 

His labors during the following summer lvere not 
in vain. When he returned to  Sibs~gar  the following 
Novcrnber, he brought with him nine Nagas who h ~ d  
declared their desire to become Christians. Following 
examination of their Christian faith and cxpericnce, 
they were baptized and received into the fellowship of 
the church at Sibsagar. Those Ao men did not rzmain 
on the plains, but  soon returned to their village where 
they immediately began Christian services and con- 
structed a chapel. The following month. Decqrnbcr, 
Mr. Clark and Godhula went to this same village and 
found that fifteen more men were ready to  be bap- 
t ized . 

The work among the Nagas seemed as promising as 
that among the Garos, and Clark was eager to  enter 
the field. He had great confidence and faith in the 
people; whkh is c~yldent from a letter written a t  that 
time in which he said: "The Nagas are wild and war- 
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like, it is t rue;  but  they have a substratum of charac- 
ter, which, if they embrace Christianity, will make 
them worthy, man! y Christians."' 

T h e  entrance in to  the Naga hills was in many re- 
spects different from that d the Gros. The greatest 
difficulty which. the missionaria had to face was per- 
haps over-cautiousness on the part of the government 
officers. as they were opposed to the missionasict' "go- 
ing into the territories of these independent tribes." 
The  Nagas were not, as yet, under complete govern- 
ment administration, and the officers feared that my 
intrusion by white' people into the hills might cause 
disruption a i d  tribal war. Clark wrote: "If anything 
serious should befall me. occasion might be taken to 
forbid all rniisionaries going into the hills aboat Up- 
per Assam." In regard to Dr. Clark's entrance among 
the Aos, the Rear. W. E. Witter wrote that Dr. Clark 
entered the Ao land in spite of "the bitter opposition 
of government officials" and the reluctant conscnt of 
thc Exccutive Corr~mittee at home. 

From 1871 to 1 876. Godhula continued to go back 
and forth between Si!:sagar and the Naga hills, and 
during this period a nurnber of Aos accepted Christian- 
ity as their' religion and were baptized. As soon as Mr. 
Clark could conveniently leave the printing press and 
the Assamcse work in Sibsagar to the care of Mr. Gur- 
ney, he left for the hills, hence. on the second of 
March, 1 8 7 6  Mr. Clark was found trudging along 
the jungle paths lradl,ig toward the Haimung village 
in the Naga f i l ls .  He was alone save for the servants 

were with him. Mrs. Clark -as in America on 
furlongh at the time. He wrote concerning this ex- 
perience: "I left on the first of lMarch expecting to see 
no more white faces for months and bidding good-bye 
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to nearly evcry earthly comfort, - a ieap out of the 
world, and a into barbari~rn."~ He remained in 
this village until the following October, when he 
"went with the first company of Nagas t o  establish r 

new village at Molung."' T h e  year following, hlrs. 
Clark joined him and this became the center from 
which the Ao missionary work was done for many 
years. 

Mn..Clark,  although not in very robust hcalth. 
maintained a school for girls while Mr. Clark set his 
hand to the task of producing literature for the tribe. 
During the first nine years among the Nagas, he wrote. 
besides tbe Dictionary, a Primer, a Catechism. a Life 
of Joseph, a book of about 116 pages. a Hymn Book. 
and translated the GospcIs of Matthew and John. 

In 1885. Dr. Clark was re-inforced by the coming 
of Dr. W. S. Rivenburg and wiic: and the follo\rring 
year he-left Assam for Arncrica for bis first furlough 
zfter having spent scr.cntccn pcars in thc prov;ncc. nine 
of which he had spent among the N a g ~ s .  I n  this time 
he had seen the Christian community grow from noth- 
iag to seventy-nine members, and a group of boys and 
girls eager to lcarn more of the Christian religion. 
ltilost o; all. the hostility of the natives had turncd 
, . 
rrlt:. friendship, for they had in this time learncd to 
'. -$e  and revert? him. 

\'dlage aicpr vilIage suriendercd to Christ. The mis- 
sionary staff a a s  increased. and the wori. yrc:prred. Ir. 
1894. it was deemed advisable to  give up  Molung as 
a center and move farther into the hills. From that 
time greater effort was laid on organized methods or - 

evahgelism, both through the schoois and in preach- 
ing. A station school. serving partly as a training 
school. supplied teachers for the village schools. T h e  



Abs wcn quick LO sense the value of an  cducation. h l r .  
D o w d  wrote i n  1904. "Form:rly it was diflicult to 
hold the pupils for  more than  t w o  o r  thrce years; n o w  
it is hard to persuade some of the older boys to icavc 
for outside work."' Later he reported, "Our village 
schools have gaincd fif ty percent in cnrollmcnt during 
rhe past year a n d  doubled in average ittendance." hlr. 
13crrine wrote: "I think all w h o  work  in the hills will 
agree with  me whcn I say that  wi th  i~ i l lmcn n o  mode 
;if missions can comprrc wi th  cducation. 

T 'hc  Christian influcncc in the hills had bccomc so 
c,rc.lt in 1906 tha t  rhc Deputy Commissioner dcc l~rcd  
liberty of conscicnce to all, which was tantamount  to 
rclicvir~g Christians f rom payment of t t i l l~gc  tawcs for 
f ~ l s e  worship and  for the cntcr tainn~cnt  of visitors. 
While this act was of great importlncc to clx A o  
Christians, it also brought  with it thc danpcr of pco- 
plc joining the church in order to avoid the taxcs. 

T h c  changc of social customs tha t  was bound to 
come in the wake of Christianity causcd much distur- 
bance in the minds of govcrnmcnt officials. I t  crcatcd 
a new standard of cthics and it was but  natural that  
diff icultics should arise in  making the adjustments. T h e  
old war songs uTcrc turned into Christian hymns and 
the viilages hcrc and  thcre were crou~ncd by largc 
ch.jrch huijdings rather than by genna stones and pa- 
gan prayer flags. 

Dr .  Clark was not  merely interested in the A o  Na- 
gas but in all the neighboring tribes. I n  his constant 
correspondence wi th  the Board, .he emphasized the de- 
stitution of the hill tribes on the Naga range. In  re- 
sponse to his earnest request C. D. King was appointed 
in 1878 to become a missionary ro the Naga i-lills, with 
permission to plant  a station whcrevcr he thought  best. 
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Mr. King chose Kohima as his place of residence, and 
the Angami tribe. the most warlike and powerful of 
all the Naga tribes. as the with whom he desircd 
t o  work. Dr. Rivenburg wrote of this tribe: 

''Or all  the tribes - and they are almost as numcrous as 
the hills they inhabit - into which the Naga group is 
divided, the most powcrful and warlike, as it is alro the moat 
enterprising, intclligcnt and  civilized, so t o  say, is the 
turbulcnt Angarni."" 

At the time of the coming of Mr. King, this tribc 
was a t  war and the government rcfused him pcrmis- 
sion to  scttlc a t  Kohima. King, not to be outdone by 
such an order, bcgan his work at Samagoting, n station 
formcrl y occuplcd as the l~cadqu~rtcrs  of the mi1i:ar.y 
troop. Evcn a t  this place Mr. and Mrs. King wcrc not 
safe from the attacks of the Angamis. In Octobcr. 
1879, the Nagas rose to massacre J I I  Europeans, afid 
the Kings, ~ f t c r  many vicissitudes. nrerc compcllcd to 
lcavc their station and flee to Sibs~gar. Whcn pcacc had 
bccn scrnewl~at csta blishcd,  i in^ again applicd fcr pcr- 
mission to cntcr t l ~ c  hills, and it was grantcd. Mc th-n 
wcnt dircctly to Kohima whcrc hc i~nmcdiatcly lcascd 
land for a con~pound and proccedcd to erect a bunga- 
low, a school-house and out-buildings. He had no 
more than finishcd this preliminary work and was giv- 
ing himself to  language study and to  the care of thc 
school when an ordcr came from the govcrnmcnt to 
vacate the location. Accordingly, he pulled down the 
buildings and moved to another site a half mile a n a y  
where he erected' ncw ones. T h e  amount of labor this 
required can only be appreciated when one takes into 
account the primitive conditions under which he had 
to work. I n  the words of Mr. Tanquist. 

"It took no small amount o f  pluck 21id bravcry to press 
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on \vich the govcrnmcnt advance in those d l \ :  , ) f  tilrh:lt'!\~e 
in the Angarni tribe. when governrncnt - . kzen 
treacherously killed. . . . King made cons. -', r ! :> t (r irap  

with the language and published something by wz;: 5f a 

beginning. No trace of it can be found. howcver. On the 
whole, tbat initial missionary cffurt, - though in some way 
unknown to us, it may have served as a foundation for the 
work that followed - seems to have l e f t  no  permanent 
impression in the consciousness or mcrnory of the people."l0 

When Mr. King-wcnt to Kohima. he took an As- 
s3mcse teacher, Punaram. with him as an associate. A 
s t~ t ion  school was soon under way, but since neither 
Mr. King nor. Punaram could spcak A n g ~ m i ,  and 'since 
thcre were no Angami books, the school was conductcd 
in Assamcsc. Lattr the teaching force was augmented 
by the coming of Henry Goldsmith and Sarby, both 
Assamese men from Nowgong. In spite of the handicap 
of haOing to use Assamese the school grew; and the 
station school hcrc, as u ~ l l  3s in all othcr mission ccn- 
tcrs, became a great cr.~ngclizing agency. Students from 
the various tribes atcndcd SO that Dr. Rivcnburg re- 
pcrtcd a number of scars later that "in the school we 
h ~ r c  pupils from thc Scma, castcrn Angami. Kegamia. 
Kecha Naga, and Kuki tribes bcsidcs our Angamis."ll 

In 1883. Mr. and Mrs. King. with four Assamcse 
Christians. organized themselvcs into thc Kohima Bap- 
tist Church: and in July, that same year, the wife of 
an Assamese was baptized. and in 1885 the first An- 
gami was baptized. TIVO years later, Dr. Rivcnburg re- 
ported that the church had seven members. 

Illness in the family finally drove the Kings to the 
home land, and in February, 1887, Dr. and Mrs. Ri- 
venburg, who had come to Assam the previous year 
and had spent a year at Molung among the Aos. were 
designated to Kohima. Dr. Rivenburg continued his- 
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w o r k  among the Angamis until 1922 when he rztired 
from active service. In  that time he succeeded in estab- 
lishing a Christian coxnmunity, producing a literature, 
~ n d  maintaining schoot  that were of such quality t5at 
the government s3w fit io honor him bcfore his retire- 
ment with a Kim-;-Hind medal: T!]e dcvtlopment 
and progress of the work under hlr .  Tanquist and  Mr.  
Supplee belongs to another chapter. Suffice it to say 
that the most skeptical is impressed as he worships with 
t h e  Angami Nagas on a Sunday morning in Kohima. 

Again, tbe influence of the intrepid and sclf-sacri- 
ficing work of Dr. Clark was cvidcnt. and again his 
prayers and his zeal were rcw.~rdcd by the coming of 
a missionary family, Mr. W. E. Wittcr  and his wife. 
This young missionary couple was designated to Sib- 
sagar. but it soon became cridrnt that the Sibsagsr cli- 
mate  was too taxing for  thcm. I t  was then suggcttcd 
that they move to  W o k h a ,  a station located 4,700 fect 
above sea level and in thc midst of thc Lhotas. one of 
the most needy tribes of thc Nagas. T h c  Lhotas were 
at  this time ncnc too fricndly t o w ~ r d  thc white m m ,  
for,  some time bcfore the Wittcrs i r r i rod at Wokha. thc 
English officer, Captain Butler, was killcd. 

Mr. Witter describes his transfer to Wokha  in the 
following words : 

"Brother Clark, however. believing that God by unmis- 
takable providence was calling upon us to enter this new 
field. and that there should be no delay in hastening to these 
people with the gospel, after taking a few rapid. nervous 
paces acrou the drawing room of his rude Naga house at  
Molung. suddenly turned to Mr. Moore and Mr. Witter who 
had sought for a brief visit his mountain eyrie, and said, 'If 
the' Witten will occupy Wokha at once, I will give the 
Missionary Union a special gift of Rs. 500 to cover the 
expense of their transfer, and I feel thorough!y convinced 



that such an act will meet with the bearty consent of the 
br-then at  B o s t ~ n . " ~ ~  

Mr. Moore remained in Sibsagar to  help the Witters 
p:ck and get started up  the bill. On March 3 1. 1885, 
"the dear, first home with its pleasant memories of 
work among the Assamese was reluctantly left Be- 
hind."" 

April 7. Mr. King came from Kohima to  the Wokha 
tea estate at the foot of the hills to  help Mr. and Mrs. 
Winu on tbeir .long and tedious journcy t o  Wokha. 
On April 9, they reached their new abode among the 
mountains The rest house a t  Wokha had been placed 
at their disposal by the Deputy Commissioner; and 
this served as tbeir home for a considerable time. 

T h e  missionaries immediately set to  work acquiring 
the language: and Mr. Witter produced in o compara- 
tively short time The  Outline  ramm mar, which for 
many ycan was the only attcrnpt to  rcducc thc language 
t o  writing and which constituted for a long time the 
sum total of Lhota literature. Unfortunatcly, Mr. and 
Mrs. Witter were. because of ill  health. compcllcd to 
Ieave, and with their departure all organizrd cffort to 
evangelize :he Lhotas ceased. Since that day no mission- 
ary has attempted to live among them. but the work of 
Christianization has been carried on spasmodically from 
various stations - Impur, Kohima, and Furkating. 

I t  was only for a short time in recent years that Mr. 
Longwell was designatcd to  become a fu l l  tirnr mission- 
ary to'the Lhota Nagas and to  be stationed at Furkit- 
ing, a place on the plains deemed to  be a terminal for' 
the Lhotas. Other duties, however, soon made his pri- 
mary task secondary, and the Lhotas had to be s~rlsfird 
c i t h  such time as the missionary was able to give !Liter 
Mr. Longwcll was transferred to Gauhati, and tbc Fur- 
kating station was abandoned as a Lhota ccntcr- 
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In 193 1 and 1932. Mr. Anderson. although living 
a t  Kohima, made an attempt t o  re-establish the station 
at  Wokha. A small rest house was erected where the 
missionzry could remain for prolonged periods, and the 
Lhotas themselves built a school house where a large 
number of Lhota boys came for training. This  school 
is entirely in charge of Lhota leaders and little supcrvi- 
sion is given to it  by the missionary. 

T h e  introduction of Christianity among the rert of 
tbe Naga tribes is of comparatively recent date. S~ff ic t  
it t o  say that the growth of the Christian c o m m ~ ~ n i t y  
among some of these tribes has becn phenomcnal and 
has in fact been one of the most outstanding revivals 
ever recorded. The Sema Nagas are particularly wcrthy 
of note. Without the work of a missionary or the 
preaching of a natiw cvangclist, p o p l e  became Chris- 
tians and organized themsclvea into churches. Wirhout 
p r o p r  guidance it was but natural that much of thcir 
pagan superstition should be incorporated into thcsc 
early churches. I t  has been rcportcd in onr village the 
illness of a certain woman was the deciding clrmcnt 
whether the villagers should bccome Christians or not. 
T h e  woman had been sick for soma time and all meth- 
ods of healing had bctn exhausted. whcn it r r s  decided 
to try prayer to the Christians' God. I t  was agreed that 
if she became well, they would all become Christians 
and if she died they would remain in their former state. 
T h e  wcman recovered: and in consequence. and in ac- 
cordance with the former pledge, they accepted Chris- 
tianity as the true rcligion. 

It is easily understood that people becoming Chris- 
tians in such conditions and without any previous 
teaching whatsoever were in dire nerd of a guiding 

11 151 



hand. Misionaries from Kohima, as well as from Im- 
pur, sent teachers to this tribe: and  the results were 
gratifying. T h e  traveler among those hills is impressed 
with the growth and spiritual conception of the pcople. 
Their  church buildings are the pridc of the r ~ i l l ~ p c s .  
Thei r  Christian convcntions are conductcd ulirt~ rc- 
markable skill and ordcrlincss. Thc i r  philosophic~l out- 
look upon life is gcnuir~ely Christian. ~ n d  a visit among 
thcm lcavcs the most skcptic~l  pcrson wondering 
whcnce a11 tl-]is wisdom. 

There remains but to mcntion one morc ficld, - the 
Manipur state. No Christian i~iss ionary  was allowcd 
within its borders prior to 1894. Attcmpts had bccn 
made by Burma missionarics as early as 1836 to go 
through Manipur but pcrmission ~ 3 s  rrfuscd. In 1885 
Mr .  Robert Arthinston of L(:cds. E n g l ~ n d ,  wrotc to 
the Assam Mission s t ~ t i n g  his dcsirc to  opcn a work 
among the Singphos, with a s t ~ t i o n  at Manhum or 
Lcdo. in Uppcr A s s ~ r n . ' ~  T h i s  schcmc did not m~t r r i a l -  
ize at  that time, but in 1890  Mr.  Pcttigrcw W A S  scnt 
out  as a misionary under the Arthington Aborigines 
Mission. He located first in Bcngal. In 1 894. he applicd 
for  pcrmission to  enter the state and \cork among the 
Manipuri Hindus. T h a t  pcrmission \\-as grantcd. He 
established a school for Manipuri boys at  Imphal. the 
capital of the state: but within six months the British 
authorities, w h o  were administering the state in behalf 
of the minor Raj lh ,  decided against opening of mission 
work. Mr. Pettigrow was pxmit ted  "at his own  risk" 
to  work among the Tangkhul  Nagas in the hills to the 
northeast of Imphal. He chose Ukhiul ,  a little village 
about fifty miles from I m p h ~ l  from which to do his 
work. In  1896. hir. Pettigrcw wrs appointed as a mis- 
sionary of the American Baptist Foreign hIissionary 
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Society a n d  U k h r u l ,  with the work  already started, 
was taken over. 

It took a good many  years before the missionary had 
won the confidence of the people and  before he had 

\ 

been able t o  rcduce thcir language to writing. I t  was 
not  unti l  1901 tha t  the 2rst baptism occurrcd. at  which 

4 

time twelve young converts, boys f rom thc mission 
school, wcre baprizcd. This  littlc nuclcus was thc bc- 
ginning. or the lcavcn, which spread throughout  th r  
mountains  so tha t  in 19 17,  thcrc \iVCre 335 church 
members and  fivc churchcs rcportcd. 

Aftcr twcnty-thrce ycJrs of work at U h l ~ r u l  a ncw 
cra in  tile Christian dcvclopmcnt of M ~ n i p u r  w a s  bc- 
gun.  whcn thc ncw station at K ~ n g p o k p i  was npcncd. 
This station is locatcd on a military road bctwccn Jm- 
p h ~ l  and  the railroad s t ~ t i o n ,  o r  twcnty-right miles 
from I m p h ~ l .  A grant of 2 5 0  acrcs was givcn to rhc 
mission wi th  thc undcrstanding that  2 m c d i c ~ l  mission- 
ary be appo!ntcd and locatcd at  Kangpokpi. T'l~is sta-  
tion soon dcvclopcd into one of tbc rnost b c ~ u t i f u l  in  
the cntirc province. T u - o  bunga1on.s. a churc l~ .  a school 
house; two dormitorics, a 'dispcnsary,  and hor~scs fo: 
native staff. as well as a number of brlildings for thc 
1cp:rs in their colony. graccd the site. 

A n  awakening among thc Christians has takcn place 
a n d  the Christian community,  according to thc Ccnsus 
report of 1 9 3 1 ,  numbcrs 1 0,004. It is. aIso wor thy  of 
note tha t  in 1 9 3 4  the third convcntion of thc Manipur  
Baptist Association was hcld in the vcry capital of the 
state. 

T h e  permanent values of Christianity in Manipur  
are difficult to enumeratc. T h e  literature in Manipur ,  
T h a d o u  Kuki, and Tangkhu l  Naga may appear t o  be 

'very small when o n  the shelf, bu t  i t  does not  adequate- 
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Iy tell the whole story of the hours of toil. I t  is only  
as one enten the Christian villages, sits in the large con- 
ventions, and hears the resonant voices rise in unison in 
Christian hymns, that one becomes aware of the tre- 
mendorrr transformation. May it all be for the best! 



CHAPTER XIV 

THE DAY OF THE JUDGES 

After f i f ty  ycars of missionary labor in Assam, it 
was time for  sober rcflcction. T h c  stations a t  Sibsagar. 
Nowgong,  and  Gauhat i  were still the only stations o n  
the plains. T h e  growth  o i  the Christian community 
had been far  f rom rapid. T h e  Ass~mcsc for w h o m  the 
mission had  yielded Sadiya and  J ~ i p u r .  and w h o  had 
promised a lucrative ficld for  thc gospel messape. had 
failed t o  accept Christianity. On the contrary thc As- 
samese had  shown thcmsclves a stubborn class of people. 
unyielding and sclf-rightcous. T h e y  had succcssfully 
provcd tha t  it was not a l w a y s  thc masscs that  consti- 
tutcd a succcssful mission ficld*; for t h e  number of 
Cl~ris t ians o n  the plains was compar~ t i r c ly  small 3s 
comparcd wi th  the numbcr in thc hills whcrc the popu- 
lation was sparse. 

I t  was only  natural, therefore. that  thc question 
arose as to whcthcr i t  was wise to continue to pu t  as 
much emphasis o n  the Assamese as had been done. T h e  
Garos had  yielded abundant  fruit: and after 'twentj. 
years there were over one thousand Christians among 
them. At the h4issionary Confercnce. the missionaries 
f rom the hills spoke in glowing terms of victories won. 
and of rapid progress in the establishing of Christian 
churches, while the plains missionaries could bu t  report 
hard labor wi th  comparatively little success, all of 
which tended to emphasize the lack o f  fruit o n  the 
plains. 
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T h e  chtlrches that were organized on the plains out- 
side of the mission stations were for the most part made 
up of immigrants: and the station churches were not 
as strong as they should have been with fifty years of 
misionary tutelage. Indeed, there was no church ip any 
Assamer village. and those few Assamese who r c r e  
converted in their own villages gravitated to the mission 
station and became identified with the mission com- 
pound. 

It became evident to the missionaries that they had 
to depend upon the immigran ts for the cstablishmcnt 
of churcbes in thc villages. Mr. Gurney wondcrcd 
"what would we do without the Mundas", and wcll 
he might. for the numbers of baptisms among the im- 
migrants. as recorded in 1886, far out-numbcrcd the 
Assamese. He rcportcd in 1889, 

"I have baptized six persons. three of whom w c v  Kolhs. 
. . . Total number of Assamcse mcmbcrs, twcnty-four. The 
total number of church members in the Sibsagar district is 
159, of whom 3 3  art Kolhs, the rcmaindcr being 
Assamese."l 

If this was true in Sibsagar district. the very center 
of the Assamese, the conditions in the other stations can 
easily be imagined. 

Churches sprang up everywhere among the tea gar- 
dens and the strength of the Christian communities was 
in the tea garden laborers. among a people who were 
foreigners to the land. Mr. Clark, in his paper, "Gospel 
Destitution About Assam" ; read at the Jubilee in 1886, 
pointed outtthat the Kolhs, or Mundaris, as they were 
called in the tea gardens. "are as much hill men as are 
the Garos for they came from a like mountainous re- 
gion in Ontra l  India."' He felt that after having de- 
voted fifty years to the Auamese who had so persistent- 
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THE DAY OF THE JUDGES 

ly rejected the gospel. it was high time to  recognize 
"our obligation to  the people bcyond." 

On the strength of .Mr. Clark's paper. a committcc 
was appointed to prepare a letter for the purpose of ac- 
quainting the Executivc Committee of the home Board 
and the whole Baptist brotherhood, with the necds of 
the Assam field. T h e  first item emphasized in this let- 
ter was the designation of a missionary family to the 
"special care of the Kolh work in the Sibsagar district". 
Th i s  need was met by the appointment of Mr. Pctrick 
who was at that time a missionary undcr the "Gossncr 
Evanpclical Lutheran Mizsion" in ccntral India. Dr. 
M ~ s o n  wrote of him: 

"Hc discovered the crror of his denomination in admitting 
the unconvertcd to mcmbcnhip. This lcd to thc dixovcry 
of o ~ h c r  errors, until a l i t t le  over a year ago hc was baptized 
into an opcn communion church in Calcutta and during the 
lsst  ycar appointed to our work in Sibsagar. At prcscnt he 
sccms fully in sympathy with all our bclicfs, and he has 
already bcen doing good work a t  S i b ~ a g a r . " ~  

Hc was ordained during the Chiistmas u ~ c k  ot 
1889 at the request of the Gauhati church and bccamc 
a regularly appointed missionary under the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society daignated to the Sib- 
sagar district. 

T h e  cmphasis on the Christianization of the irnmi- 
prtnts became more and more pronounced. T h e  ieports 
of the subsequent years indicate that new churches were 
established among the Kolhs. but there is no record of 
the establishment of a single Assamese church. In 1893. 
this work among the immigrants ~eceived a further im- 
petus in the coming of three new missionary families. 
namely. the Rrv. and Mrs. 0. L. Swanson, the Rev. 
and h4rs. John Firth, and later the Rev. and Mrs. Jo-  
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seph Paul. These young missionaries were evidently 
nut in favor of the tendency to put  so much emphasis 
on the Mundaris and the laboring class of people, for 
t k y  maintained that the work among the Assamese 
nctded to be stressed. They  were, however. soon con- 
vcrttd to the viewpoint of the older missionaries and 
ost~blished a policy, indirectly at least. t h ~ t  has charac- 
terized the Assam mission on the plains ever since. In 
this connection Mr. Paul wrote to the Board in 1 897: 

"Swanson, Firth, and myself, each in t-urn. have strongly 
denounced the ideas of hleurs. Clark and Pctrick regarding 
the Assamtse people. On arriving in this coun ty  we firmly 
bclicved that the Assamest would yicld to the influence of 
the gospel if it only was preached to thcm. Three yean' 
txpcritnce has convertcd us to  the opinions of the clder 
brethren. We find Hinduism in Asam to a perfect 
orsanisation for defense. Accordingly, the Hinduized people 
of Assam are absolutely under the control of the priests who 
leavc nothing undone to prevcnt the people from being 
influenced by the gospcl, and it is not so surprising as4it was. 
t h ~ t  almost sixty yean of missionary lnbor have been spent 
in the Bmhmaputn valicy without resulting in a healthy 
A s ~ l ~ r n e s e  

I n  the face of the growth among thc immigrants. 
they could hardly be indifferent to  t lk  responsibility of 
caring for their spiritual welfare. T h e  newcomers con- 
sidcrcd the best way in which to  meet this problem and 
decided that they must spread out and settle at strategic 
points. Mr. Firth was transferred to  North Lakhimpur. 
a district where the Mundaris were plentiful and where 
the growing population of tea garden laborers was on 
tho increase. Upon the return of Mr. Petrick from fur- 
lough. Mr. Swanson. w h o  had been in charge of Sib- 
ugar during his absence. also decided to  go to North 
Lakhimpur with the understanding that the North 
Lakbimpur missionaries were to  have oversight of Go- 
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THE- DAY OF THE JUDGES 

laghat subdivision as well. They soon came to the con- 
clusion that it was best for Mr. Swanson to devote his 
time to the Gclaghat field; and as a result, he made his 
first missionary tour in the district in 1898. accom- 
panied by i h r ~  native assistants. This first tour was 
significant in that it yieided a number of baptisms and 
three small churches were organized. 

In the meantime, Mr. Paul had settled at Pathali- 
bam. a little village on the Subansiri River, northeast 
from North Lakhimpur, at the foot of the Himalaya 
mountains. He had been designated to the work among 
the Miris, a hill tribe, many of whom lived on thc 
banks of the river. It had been reported by a tea plantcr 
that the Mirir were open to the gospl, and if a mission- 
ary were sent among them many would become Chris- 
tians. It was upon this glowing report that Mr. Pettick 
plcadcd with the Conference for a missionary for ~ h r  
Miris, and the Conference in turn made the appeal tc 
the Board with thc result that Mr. Paul was scnt out t c  
fill this need. A compound was subsequently purchasc~: 
at Pathalibam and a bungalow built. Mr. Paul soor 
found, however, that the field was far from promising 
and in April, 1898, he wrote to the Board that "a grea 
mistake has k e n  made in placing a bungalow at Path 
alibam,"' and suggested locating at another station. 

In another letter, Mr. Paul pointed out the imprar 
tability of continuing work among the Miris. He mad. 
several tours in the Dibrugarh district with Firth anc 
Swanson. who were so impressed by the largeness of 
the city and its strategic situation, as well as by the 
number of large tea gardens, that they at once urged 
Paul to move there. In 1898, the Board sanctioned 
Paul's transfer to Dibrugarh for the one summer as 
trial. Later, this transfer .was made permanent and . 
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compound with a bungalow was purchased and Dibru- 
garh b e u m c  another mission station for the North 
Lakhimpur district south of the Brahmaputra Aver. 

T h a t  same year Mr. Swanson, having seen the pos- 
sibility of developing the work in Golaghat, decided to 
make Golaghat his headquarters. A compound was pro- 
cured, and since Mr. Paul had vacated the mission bun- 
galow at Pathalibam. Swanson wrote that "it was de- 
cided by thc brethren Firth. Paul and< myself that this 
bungalow should be taken down and transferrcd to 
Golaghrt and re-erected there."' As a result of this de- 
cision. the bungalow was dismantled and the usable 
materials placed on a raft and floatcd down the Subjn- 
siri river and then. down the Brahmaputra and again 
towed up the Dhansiqi river to Golaghat where the 
bungalow was built or the present site and where it 
stood until 1928, u*hcl it was finally torn down and 
rcplaced by a ncw one. 

The purpose of the mission a t  this time was cntircly 
changed from that of the early days. As one looks ovcr 
the field be discovers that the emphasis was placed not 
on the Asumcse. but rather on the immigrants who 
dwel't in the tca gardcns. Even the enthusiasm for the 
hill tribes was, for a time, diverted. Once again Assam 
became the mians to an end. The highways and village 
paths of the plains were traveled by the mesengers of 
God to win those people who were sojourners thrre. 
Tho number of stations had grown from the original 
three ---Sibsagare Nowgong. and Gauhati - to  twelve. 
Dibrugarh, North Li khimpur, Goalpara and Golaghat 
had been established, making seven stations on the 
plains: and Molung. Kohima, Ukhrul among the Nagas. 
Tika in the Mikir hills, and Tura among the Garos. 
making five in the hills. Jorhat, the present educational 
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THE DAY OF THE JUDGES 

center, was organized soon after. I t  would not be fair 
to say that the change of plans during these hundred 
years iqpeded progress: if anything. it increased the 
usefulness of the mission. If there is a regret. it is be- 
cause so few leaders have been raised up. Th is  is largely 
due to the work having been done mostly among a class 
of people without a social background. and among a 
people who are themsclves foreigners. One must also 
understand that while the hills peoplc llavc gained re- 
spect. their sotial standing in the eyes of the k t t e r  clasr 
Assamese, at least, is still considered inferior: and their 
leadership is hardly acccpted. 

In spite of the fact that the pcriod just rcvicwed 
could be characterized as the Period of the Judges, when 
every man did .that which seemed right in his own eyes, 
it was nevertheless a p e r i d  of progress. T h e  American 
Baptist Mission established stations in' cvcry. district on 
the plains and ministcrcd to the various nccds of the 
people. With the education~l ccnter at J o r h ~ t ,  academic 
training second to none has been offered thc Christians 
who are able and willing to avail thcmsclves of it. Hos- 
pitals and dispcnsarics which have attracted the attcn- 
tion of India's highest official are controlled and main- 
tained by the Baptists. With a constituency of ovcr 
88,000 and with mission ccntcrs at thirteen strategic 
points and with Indian leaders coming to the fore. the 
future for Christianity in Assam is more hopeful than 
ever. T h e  paths that have been blazed and the virgin 
soil that has been tilled will yet bring forth fruit worthy 
of the efforts put forth. 





CHAPTER XV 

AFTER O W  HUNDRED YEARS 

After one hundred years of missionary activity, it 
may be permissible to ask whether th: effort has been 
worth while or not. It is impossibie to take an invcn- 
tory of spiritual values. but the reader may enumcrate 
visible results in the Christians, the number of churches 
with their pastors, the Christiin village schools. hospi- 
tals. and many other Christian institutions. and draw 
his own conclusion as to the soundness of thc invest- 
ment of lives and money. 

A look at the graph on page 126 will indicate the 
growth of the Baptist community during thc tcn dc- 
cades of its existcnce. According to the census rcport of 
193 1. there are ncarly 88.000 Baptists in thc province.* 
There are today 904 organized churchcs, 85 per cent 
of which are self-supporting. The  majority of thcse 
churches are morc than self-supporting and are busily 
engaged in propagating the gospel. 

These churches are connected with one another 
through the District Association whcre they arc locatcd. 
and through this district they support the work of the 
Christian ministry. The Christians of Assam connected 
with the American Baptist Mission contributed to  
Christian work in 193 3 the sum of $26.114.' 
+ Tbe annual report of tbe Foreign Mission Society puts the 

figore at 54,154, but this is not a. complete figure as it does 
not include the English Baptists. Further it does not take in- 
to account a11 tbosa people wbo worship in Baptist churches 
but am not members. 
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The  All-Assam Convention is an independent or- 
ganization governed a n d  controlled entirely by indi- 
genous ibders. It has its own mission and publishes its 
own magazine, and for a number of years it supplied 
the Sunday School leaflets for the Baptist churches of 
the province. T h e  leaders of this convention have ac- . 
cepteci remarkably well the responsibility of Christian- 
izing Assam and have perceived 'that if Assam is going 
to be P Christian province it must be through indige- 
nous leadership. A glrncc a t  the giaph will convince 
the most skeptical that the g r o w t h  of the Christian 
c o m m i i t y  has inc'reased with the cnlargemcnt of the 
Assam'ese working force. It has been said that with the 
rise of a Christian community the already complex and 
difficult matter of racial. and religious rcprcsentation in 
government will beconlr more complicated. 

T h e  Christians of Assam d o  not ask for political rc- 
cognition and d o  not believe that it is their duty to de- 
velop a new political party in order to  put the Christian 
community on an equal basis with the rest of the rcli- 
gious bodies. They  prcfcr to remain as a leaven for good 
in the political world. This, however. has not left them 
entirely out of the social structure in the province, be- 
cause the Governor of Assam has seen fit to appoint one 
of tbe Assamese Christian leaders, Touram Soikia, *of 
Golaghat, as a rncmber of the ~ r ~ i s l a t i v e  Council. 
Qther Christian leaders are members of v a r i o ~ s  local 
and municipal boards and hold government ~ n c ~ t i o r , ~  

of various kinds. .The Christians have become a : ..rt of 
the warp and woof of the social fabric and the texture 
has become noticeably improvcbl where Christi dniry !:as 
been permitted to express itself. 

It should be remembered that c:cry missionsry fmn?  
tbe time of Nathsn Brown to those now on the f d d  
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bas been keenly interested in the training of the In- 
dian Christians becaw he realized that without an 
educated constituency and trained leadership there was 
no h o p  of building a permanent Christian community. 

When Brown started in Sadiya, his first task was 
thiit of establishing'a school. When Bronson began his 
work in the Naga hills the schogl was the opcning 
wedge that gave him access to a fierce and unruled tribe. 
When Bronson and Barker opened Nowgong and Gau- 
hati they, too, used the school as an evangelizing agen- 
cy, and all stations that have been opened since then 
have been opned and continued through teaching of 
boys and girls in the principles of the Christian faith. 

For a number or' years. each missionary carried on his 
own individual educational program: For the first fifty 
years of the missions there was no unified effort. save 
in the Nowgong Orphanage. It was npt becausc of in- 
ability on the part of the missionaries to work togcthcr 
that this condition prevailed : but it sccmcd impossible 
to have r central institution whcrc tbe ;outh of the 
new churches could be trained, because of the great dis- 
tances between the stations and because of ths numcr- 
ous languages from which the student body would 
have to be drawn. It  was not until 1905 that the mission 
finally came to the conclusion that, if a lasting work 
was to be buiit. a definite educational program must 
be adhered to. Illiteracy in the province was appzllirg, 
not merely among the non-Christians, but also among 
the Christians, &hose constituency wen but children, 
not merely in faith. but in intellect also. They were 
mable to read or write and even the gaston were illiter- 
ate, and wee therefore incapable of making any pro- 
gress in the instruction of their flocks. 

Mr. Dowd, in a paper entitled "The Educatiohal 



Situation in Assam", presented to the Assrm Confm. 
once in 1907, pointed out that "the per centage of 
children in schools to all those gf  school age was 21.6 
per curt for boys. 1.4 per cent f ~ r  girls and 11.79 per 
cent for b o t h .  He goes on and comments that "thee 
figara of +themseIva arc depressing enough but when 
we consider the attainments of the pupils the situation 
seem a good deal worse. Only one out of one hundred 
of school apt is reading above the lower primary, and 
of gidi not more than oat in 4.000. Only one out of 
5 60 of school age enters high school. 'to say, nothing of 
completing. if"' It may be addcd to this statement that 
only 9? orit of 60,000. in 1907, entcred college. The 
above facta 91 given by Mr. Dowd pertain for the most 
part to,-.the government. Tbc .mission, however, was 
not much better: if anything, it was worse. Bccausc of 
its work k i n g  handicapped by financial difficulties, it 
was onable to  supply the necessary teachers and cquip- 
ment. and social ostracism put the Christian on a lowcr , 
level in public estimation. 

Mr. Dowd proceeds to point out that the four pri- 
mary causes of the educational backwardncss of the 
province wen due mainly to pdverty. climate, ignor- 
ance, and false religious beliefs. T h e  reader can easily 
understand Mr. Dowd's statement without further elu- 
cidation. Suffice it to say that if the Christian corp- 
munity was not to disintegrate a united effort was 
needed to consolidate all the educational work; hence, 
plans were laid by which it would be possible to estab- 
lisb a school in some central station on the plains, to 
which a11 tbe missionaries could send such students as 
had received a primary and middle English trainsng in 
theu own districts. Jorhat was chosen as a central sts 
tion for this purpose. 



O n  January 12. 1905. the Rev. S. A. D. Bogps 
pitched his' tent at Jorhat and procccdcd to open that 
station by preparing the site f c ~  a mission compound 
and for the building of a missionary residence. I n  Apri:. 
1908. the Rev. Henry Goldsmith Babu, an Assamcsc, 
a tried and approved worker, came to Jorhat to bc hl?. 
Boggs' assistant in the Bible school that was being d1;- 
cned. In 1907, Mr Boggs rcportcd regarding Hcnry 
Babu: "His coming has been a great hclp in every w a y ,  
and was the beginning of the work which we had gore 
to Jorhat to inaugurate.'' The school began in Aprd 
with five young men in thc second-ymr ciass and thi:- 
teen in the beginning class. Thc studcnts came from t i re  

various districts in the province, six came from Golag- 
hat, two from Kamrup, one from Jorhat. f o u r  froin 
the Mikir hills, one from North Lakhimpur. four from 
Nowgong, and one from Sibsagar. From a racial point 
of view they wcre Assamcsc. Garos. Kacharis, hlikirs. 
and Mundaris. 

In 1919. Mr. Boggs. again rcportcd rcgarding the 
dcve:opment of a Normal dcpartmcnt. "After lurthcr 
consideration and . after thc sclcction of thc School 
Board. which occurrcd in '1 908, it was decided to raisc 
the grade of the school to the Govcrnmcnt Middle 
English standard and also to add a Primary Boarding 
Drpartment. This  latter department was felt' by the 
School Board to be a necessity because of 'the backward 
condition of education . in the Christian communifies. 
It has not been the thought of the Board or of the 
missionary at Jorhat that this department should be 
permanent.. I t  has been'established to meet present con- 
ditions. It is a passing phase of the work and it is 
hoped that it can be dispensed with in a decade."' 

Another phase of Christian education was the grow- 
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ing need of industrial training among the Christian 
boys and )iris. Mr. Brown pioneered in this work and 
saw at the very beginning the need of a school in which 
the Christians could be trained to  till their soil better 
in order to produce greater crops. In the Garo hills the 
missionaries realized the necessity of industrial training 
as a needed adjunct to  a well roundcd-out Christian 
community. In fact. every school on the plains as well 
as those in the hills emphasized the dignity of labor 
and all boys were required to  work from two to  three 
hours daily. partly to  defray expenses of the school, 
but also to  teach them how to  adapt thcmsclves more 
usefully in s growing industrial world. 

This  whole problem of manual arts culminated in 
May, 1908, in the organization of an industrial de- 
partmcnt in the Jorhat schools. Mr. Dcggs wrote: 

"This was started for the distinct purposc of furnishing 
crnploymcnt to the young mcn who arc u'illing to work to 
support themselves while in school. At the prcscnt timc 
carpentry only is taught. but it is hopcd that othcr depart- 
ments may soon be added. The  opcning of this dcpartmcnt 
was at the very opportune time, JS thc govcrnmcnt bunga- 
lows were being erectcd in Jorhat and our shop was givcn 
the contract far  making the doors and  windows. . . . 
Arrangements have also been made with the Salvation Army 
oficials enabling us lto manufacture for sale, in the province, 
of their Automatic Fly Shuttle Hand Loom. This, it is 
hoped. will prove a help to our shop."' 

It is evident from this report that the first adventure 
in industrial training was founded to a large extent on 
a commercial basis: and it was partially defeated in its 
purpose to produce Christian men and women that 
would bc able to cope better with the domestic prob- 
lems of theu rural surroundings. 
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With the coming of Mr. Charles Ti ldtn it] 1909, 
agricultural training was cmphasizcd; but a combina- 
tion of circumstances hindcred the development of this 
branch so .that in 1921 it was discontinued. In 19 19 
Mr. C. E. Blanc, who  was also thelMissiona Builder, a 
large industrial school building was built. T h i s  school 
was equipped with machinery from the Unitcd Statcs: 
and n modern technical school bascd on principles of 
technical institutions in America was commcnccd. 
Boys rcceived training in the various branches of man- 
ual arts; and one looking a t  the institution in 1922 
was greatly impressed by the modcrn achicvcmcnts of 
this venture. Unfortunately, thcre a r o x  a need of 
cutting down the cducational budget: and there was 
also a lack of confidence that the studcnts upcrc getting 
the right kind of training to  fit thcm for thcir own 
communities. Further, the school at the time bccamc 
involved in the large building program of thc mission 
to such an cxtcnt that thc cducational fcaturcs of t l ~ c  
school werc ovcrwl~clmcd by the production of build- 
ing material. T h i s  produccd a situation which finally 
Icd to thc discontinuancc of thc school in 1 925. 

In 19 1 1 an  cducational commission appnintcd by 
the Assam mission submitted its findings, and made 
the following rccornmcndations: 

"In regard to the highcr cducation of boys we recdgnizc 
the following conditions peculiar to our field: 

"1.  There is an incrcdsing dcmand for a high school 
education, especially urgent in the Garo hills; 

2". There is cspecial need o f  educational rdvantagc~ of 
all grades for the Christian community in the Upper Assarn 
Valley ; 

"3. %re and everyu7hcre thrre is danger in ~ntrust ing 
the youth of our Christian families to non-Christian schools, 
cspccially thoss of higher grades: 
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"4 dn all pans of ou r  ficld thcre is nced of properly 
rraincd workers, which is constantly increasing and will be 
more proriounced 3s our  work develops; 

"5 .  Economy of time, e f i r t ,  and money demand 
co-operation and concentration in educational institutions. J t 
is  a far wkrt policy t o  dcvelop one strong school, worthy of 
the confidence and support of,all, than to cndtavor to main- 
tain several institutions in various parts of the field, none of 
which can reach the highest esciency; 

"6. While 111e diversity of !ansurge presents many 
dilfic~~lrlug, yet we believe that  instruction in Assamese in the 
Cower Swndards and the UR 0% English in the Highcr 
Sf.andzr& wil! afford common mediums of instruction for 
many if not most of the youth who would naturally sock a 
higher education. 

"In view of these considerations we recornmcnd the 
following actions: 

"RESOLVED: 
"That there be developed at Jorhrrt. on  the foundation 

already laid: 

A. A Bible Training School. which shall be for 
the training of mcrl for  efficicnt work as pastors in the 
churches and for efficient evangelists for work among 
the non-Christian people. In thc Bible School. the 
curriculum shall be adapted to thC grcsent nccd of thc 
pupils sent and shall be changed (from rime to time) 
to meet changing conditions. 

B. A Christian High School. 
1. T h a t  instruction in the school in lower stan- 

dards shall be in the Assjmese language and in all the 
ztandards above Ilqicldle English in the English lang- 
uage; 

2. T h a t  the curriculum shall lead up to the 
Entrance Examination, but may be modified, especially 
f ~ r  students from some of the Hill peoples, by the 
substitution of other subjects for Sanskrit. Persian, or  
Latin, provided this arrangement can be made with 
the Government Department for Education. 

3. , * f i a t  the Bible shall be taught in all standards 
of tbe school, as one  of the chief objects of tbL school 
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shall be t o  prcpare young men to become efficient 
teachers in the Christian village schools, and  laymen 
influential in the work  of the local churches and in 
the general uplift of the Christian community. 

4. T h a t  in order t o  cultivate the spirit of manly 
independence by making sclf-support possible, and in 
order t o  remove false notions respecting the honor and 
dignity of labor, there s h ~ l l  bc maintained an indus- 
trial Department,  and  useful employmcnt under com- 
petcnt direction and  ennobling conditions. 

5. That the control of these schools be vested in 
a Board of Trustees which shall be composed of five 
Missionaries w h o  shall bc nominated by the Ass~m 
B. M. Confercnce s t  the following Christian Associa- 
tions: Garo  Hills, Kamrup. Nowgong, Angami, Ao, 
Upper Assam, and  Nor th  L ~ k h i m p u r .  Thcse mcmbcrs 
to be clccoed for one year by thcir nspcctivc A w c i a -  
tions. I t  is understood that this provision shall be in 
force unt i l  the ncxt b i e n n i ~ l  Confercnce whcn it is 
expcctcd a more mature p l ~ n  for  control u i l l  bc sub- 
rnittcd to thc  C o n f c r ~ n c e . " ~  

This rccommcndation forrnrd thc foundation upon 
which the Jorl-]at Christian Schools wcrc built. Scvcral 
minor changcs since then harc bccn rn~dc.  T l ~ c  Dihlc 
School, the Middle English School. thc X o r m ~ 1  Train- 
ing School. and the High School are under thc dircc- 
tion of one superintendent and are govcrncd by a board 
elected as suggcstcd in the above recornmcndation. T h e  
Primary Boarding Dfpartmcnt rcfcrrcd to by Mr. 
Boggs on page 13 1 has been discontinucd. 

To  the above brief sketch of the educational history 
of Assam should be added that an attempt has been 
made to maintain a schooI of Middle English standard 
in all of the main - mission stations. In  Kohima a 
"Higher School" where students have been taught high 
school subjects is also maintained. M a n y  of the Chris- 
tian boys w h o  desire high school tni:ling have acccss 
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to  the Governrncnt High School in Shillong. which is 
supervised by a Welsh Presbyterian Missionary and, 
in connection with a Christian hostel, is open to the 
Christian students. 

In connection with Cotton College. a governmeni 
institution located at Gauhati, a hostel was made avail- 
able for Christian studcnts. This  dormitory was under 
the direction of a missionary. Dr. W. E. Witter, who 
was the first to supcrvix it. Students were taught the 
Christian principles of life, not merely by word of 
mouth. but by the method of living   rev ailing i n t h e  
hostcl. 

Fcmale education has bccn of a more vigorous chat- 
actcr; and the progress has bccn grcatcr than that at- 
taincd for boys. With the cstablishmcnt of thc various 
mission' stations. schools for girls were also organized. 
T h e  effort to lift womanhood to a higller social lcvcl 
among the people appcalcd to the Christian constitu- 
cncy in America. who supported the missionary rntcr- 
prisc. Single lady missionarics wcrc appoin tcd to 
establish and supcrin tcnd the cduc~tion of indigenous 
girls. T h u s  it happcncd when thc Nowgong Orphanage 
was closed a school for girls was establishcd. The his- 
tory of this school is a long and noble chapter and 
dcscrves more space than can be afforded here. Its 
training school for women has produccd teachers Gho 
have drawn nothing but the highcrt commcridation 
from the government officials. Similar schools were 
established at Gauhati. Tura.  Impur. and Golaghat. 
In each place two or more lady missionaries have been 
constantly in charge, with the exception of the last 
two or three years when the personnel has been reduced 
because of lack of funds. Not having been encumbered 
with other duties. such as supervising churchc.~, these 
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lady superintendents have bcen able to focus their at- 
tention upon their primary task of education. 

T h u s  we have in Asum today four splendid schools 
for girls.' each one well equipped with buildings and 
apparatus; and all of them accredited by the govern- 
ment. A high school for girls has bcen established in 
connection with the school at Golaghat. Its  short 
existence of only three yean makes it impossible to 
estimate what its leading qualities may be. 

In 1 9 3 2 a new project was. suggested to  the mission. 
namely, a hostel for girls, in connection with Cotton 
College. Th is  project is still an experiment and only 
the future can reveal what its effect will be upon the 
cducatcd w o m a n h d  of Assam, 

Closcly allicd to tbe educational problem is the pro- 
duction of literature. T h e  Auamese language has often 
bccn interpreted to be a dialect of the Bengali. Even 
Dr. Brown lookcd upon it as such. Tbc mtivc of As- 
Sam, howcvcr, repudiates such a claim and insists that 
the Assamese is a language a11 its own. Unfortunately 
the Bcngali characters have bccn adapted to express the 
sounds of the Assamcse, with the rcsult that many of 
the letters have received ncw meaning. For this and 
other reasons rncntioned in Chapter VI. it was thought 
advisable by Brown to romanize the Assamese lang- 
uage. The  languages of the various hill tribes, which 
formerly uscd the Bengali Icttcrs. are now using the 
Roman characters. 

The  literary production of the Assam Baptist Mis- 
sion may be thought small as compared .with other 
fields; but the critic must not forget that t h i  Assam 
province is a philological conglomeration: and that it  
has been impossible to produce adequate literature in 
all of these tribal languages during the comparatively 
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short period in which missionaries have been working. 
There arises also the question concerning the wisdom 
of producing any extensive amount of literature for a 
small tribe. 

P. H. Moore in 1907 said: 

"The modem literslrvre in Assamese, whether Christian 
or non-Christian, may be said to be the product of the last 
sixty yean of the ninctecnth century. Brown, Bronson, and 
Nidhi Levi are the trio of names that stand out pre-eminent- 
Iy as tbc fourrdrrs of Assamese Christian literarure: Brown 
was the tnnsrj tor  of the New Tcstament into'the Assamcse. 
and saw it through three editions. Bronson's chief literary 
effort was ' an  Assamese-English Dictionary, which he pub- 
lished in 1867, and which was the only Auamesc Dictionav 
printed until the year 1530. His name is also connected 
with tcvcra! tracts, Ic~flcts, and hymns."' 

The Assamcsd monthly periodical Oronodoi was 
maintained for many Yea& and was popular among 
both Christians and non-Christians. It was the first 
Assrrnese newspaper and was tbc only one of its kind 
until a very recent date when other sccula'r newspapers 
were publishcd. I t  was later replaced by the present re- 
ligious paper Dipti which is confined largely to the 
Baptist community and is published by the All-Assam 
Baptist Convention. The  paucity of mens has made it 
impossible for the later workers to maintain the pace 
set by the early missionaries, yet a considrrnble a r n o k t  
of literature has been produced and a number cf books 
have been translated. The names of William Ward, the 
poet and translator of the Psalms and A. K. Gurney. 
the Hebrew scholar and translator of the Old T e s t s  
ment into Assamese, are worthy of special mention as 
literati. P. H. Moore also stands out as a linguistic 
scholar and had much to do with the present form of 
the Assamese Bible. During the last few years the 



whole Bible has bccn reprinted and the spelling cor- 
rected; but no  extensive revision has been made. A 
number of small books and pamphlcts are available 
and v r v i ~ i l u  Christian literature is not voluminous it 
does satisfy the basic needs of the Christian constitu- 
ency. 

In the G r o  language, the Bible has been translated 
and a monthly magazine Achihni R i p n g  continues to 
make its appearance rcguldrly. Sunday School Ic~ f l t t s ,  
primers. song books, pastors' handbooks. catechisms. 
and a Garo-Bengali-English Dictionary with a number 
of other pamphlets touching the social and religious life 
of the people constitute avail~ble Christian literature 
for the Garos. 

The Ao Nagas have the New Testament in thcir 
own language as well as the Ao-English Diction~ry, a 
grammar, primer, an4othcr school books, and portions 
of the Old Testamcnt. For the Mikirs thc Ncw Tcsta- 
mcnt has been published. A number of school books 
and religious pamphlets have bccn made available. A 
complete New Testamcnt has bccn translatcd in  to the 
.Angami language: a number of school books have bccn 
prepared; and literature for thcir Christian edification 
is constantly coming off the press. The  Lhota Nagas 
wen given a grammar and s vocabulary by Dr. Witter 
and a primer by Mr. Perrine. Recently two Gospels 
have been published as well as several school books and 
religious pamphlets. In 19 3 1. a complete translation 
of the New Testament into the Manipuri was finished. 
Besides that, twenty-three t e n  books for elementary 
schools have b e d  produced in that language. The 
Tangkhul Nagas have also received a complete transla- 
tion of the New Testament. A number of other tribes 
have received portions of tb Scriptures in their ver- 
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nacutar from modern translators, such as Pet tigrew, 
Crozier, Tanquist. Sclander, Hutton,  Harding, et al. 

The importance of this Christian literature becomes 
evident when one takes into consideration that the Bi- 
ble and such other printcd literature as the missionaries 
have been able to produce constitute the only available 
reading material for the students in the various schools, 
except the reams and reams of typewritten and mimeo- 
graphed material which has been furnished for use. 

Medical work has scrvcd as an  important agency in 
building the social structure of the Christian commun- 
ity. T h e  first seventy ycars were practically barren of 
scicntific medical work. T h e  only practice of healing 
was such as the mission~rics were able to accomplish 
with the meagre training thcy had. T h e  pagan hill-men 
fcarcd a t  first the coming of the doctor: and it was not 
without much coaxing that doctors persuaded ihcm to 
avail thcmsclves of the mcdical service the missionaries 
offered. In Tura.  Dr. Crozier opened a hospital: and 
following him Dr. Ahlquist built up a confidence a-  
mong the Garos that cnablcd the prcscnt Dr. Downs to 
cstiblish a medical practice such as the carly doctors 
hardly thought possible. In Impur, among thc N ~ g a s ,  
Dr. Bailey spent many yrars in mfdicai scrvice, which 
OF !led the eyes of the A o  tribe to  the value of personal 
and social hygiene. I t  was Dr. Crozier also who opened 
the medical work at Kangpokpi where Dr. ,Wetelius is 
now in charge, and whcre the work is noted for its 
lcper asylum, - a type of service which made it pos- 
sible to open the mision at Kangpokpi and thus reach 
the many hill tribes in the Manipur state. 

T h e  Jorhat Hospital is the newest and largest medi- 
cal work of the American Baptist Foreign Mission SO- 
ciety8 in the proriince. Dr. Kirby and Dr. Ahlquist are 
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in charge of a large hospital with a well equipped dis- 
pensary and a medical plant that will be second to none 
in Assam when it is completed. The  Jorhat dispensary 
distributes medicine to all parts of India while t h  
people of Upper A s s ~ m  come to the hospital because of 
the Christian treatment received. 

T h e  Woman's Hospital in Gauhati has been recog- 
nized by the governmcnt as an  outstanding institution. 
The  reception accorded' this hospital among the As- 
sarncse is phenomenal. Both Europeans ,nd Indians 
who have availed themselves of its services speak of it 
in highest terms. Besides the above rncntioned institu- 
tions much work is done by small Christian dispen- 
saries not ordinarily mentioned in st~tistical tables, in 
various stations superintended by missionaries or by 
some ;Indian trained doctor or compoundcr. 

In kummarizing the work in Assam. a few statistical 
facts p a y  be given in order to set forth present condi- 
tions on  the Assam ficld: 

Missionrrrics A. B. F. M. S. and IV. A. B. F. ,M. S . .  . 65 
Native workcrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  975  
Churches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  904 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Churches sclf-supporting 792  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Church mcmbcrs .54.154 

Baptisms . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.893 
Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59 1 
Pupils . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 .  103 
I-Iospitals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Dispensaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Patients .26.5 17 

T h e  chart of missionary service in Assam will indi- 
cate the number of stations now in existence in the 
province. Some of these are equipped to care for two or 
moue missionaries, and others a n  oqly for one. The  
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chart given below indicates the number of main and 
permanent buildings in each station. 

CHART OF MAIN AND PERMANEKT B U I L D I N G S  
OF THE A. B. F. M. S. IN ASSAM 

Station Missionary 
rcsidencm 

Sadiya 2 
Sibsagar 1 
N. Lakhimpur 1 
Jorhat  7 
Golaghat 2 
Impur  2 
Kanggokpi 2 
Kohima 2 
Now gong 1 
Furkating 1 
G ~ u h r t i  3 
Tun 4 

School Dormi-  Dispcn- Hospitals 
houscs torics sar ia  

1 1 1 
1 1 

ln  tome of the stations school and church scrvicrr are hcid ia 
the same building. 

In Nowgong and Nor th  Lakhimpur, the schovlhoutc i s  a [em- 
porary structure. 

I n  Jorha t  there are t w o  scparatc compounds. T h c  mcdicd com- 
pound has a hospital building. a ward building. large dispensary. 
assistants' guartcrs. a nurscs' );.:n;e, and a numbct of subs id i~ry  
buildings. 

In Sibsagar, there is n o  church at prcscnt as it w a s  wrcckcd in 
the earthquake in 1932. 

In Tura ,  the studcnts attcnd govcrnment school. T w o  large 
dormitorits maintained by the mission take care of the boys. 

N o  notice has been taken of the teachers' and preachers' ,houses 
as they arc f o r  the grcater p a n  tcmporary buildings. 

CHART OF MAIN AND PERMANENT BUILDINGS 
OF THE W. A. F. M. S. IN ASSAM 

Station Missionary School Dispen- Dormi - Orphan - Hospitals 
residences h o u s e  saries tories age 

Golaghat 1 1 1 4 
Jorbat  1 I 1 
Impur 1 1 1 
Nowgong 1 1 1 4 1 1 
TUN 1 1 1 2 

In Impur. one schoolhouse s e ~ e s  for  both boys and girls. 
There is n o  lady missionary in. residence now ( 1 9 3 5 ) . 
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In G ~ u h a t i ,  the medical plant includes a hospit~l .  a dispcnsary, 
a nurses' home, laundry, cookhourc, morgue. and othcr subsidiary 
buildisgr. 

In a11 fit placcs a semi-cottage plan has been adopted for the 
dormitory accomodations. The  number indicated are cottages. 

No church building is indicated as students attend the church 
servicea gtntrally held on 'the A. B. F. M. S. compound. 

A student of conditions in the Assam ficld will be 
impressed with the urgent need for more missionaries. 
The statistics given above will indicate that the number 
cf missionaries is woefully insufficient. T h i s  becomes 
more real when one takes into consideration the fact 
that the field is divided into numerous areas. Thcrc arc 
at least seven major language groups and these create 
difficulties which make it impracticable to transfcr 
missionaries from one group to another. 



CHAPTER XVI  

SUMMARY 

Tbe foregoing chapters depict. t o  a limited extent, 
the external accomplishments of the missionaries and 
their native brethren who have labored in Assam duc- 
ing the las tpne  hundred yean. Much of the work was 
sunk. as it were in the foundations, and this labor will 
never be revehed. T h e  many scrapped manuscripts, the 
hours of conference with pagan inquirers which bore 
no  visible fruit, the many sermons prcached in dusty 
bazaars. the long miles t r a m ~ e d  on muddy roads, the 
hours of sleepless nights, tatsing to  and fto on hard 
camp cots in sweltering heat, the days and days of ach- 
ing bones and chills from malaria fcvcr, and the keen 
disappointments which the missionaries cxpcricnced 
when their "brethren in Christ" rcvcrtcd to paganism. 
have not been recorded. 

Whcn Carey made a map of the world and hung it 
on the walls of tbe humble shack to l m k  at while at 
work. he was appalled to see so vast a portion .of the 
human race with no knowledge of the gospel. When he 
arrived at Calcutta. that need became still more a p  
palling. The poor benighted people of Assam became 
a special object of his misionary zeal. He gave of his 

' time and money. He did much to  pioneer the way for 
the missionaries by sending his translations of the Bible 
ahead as a means of preparation to  the Assamese. To be 
sure. this translation was extremely faulty and arac- 
tically unintelligible, but still it prepare& the 
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soil in which the missionaries aftcrwards sowed and 
from which thcy later harvested. 

T h e  assistance given the mission~rics by goscrnmenr 
officials can hardly be over-estimated. Many of thcm 
were indeed true missionaries, and it sccms that thcir 
ambition to  advance the kingdom of God in Assarn was 
as grcat as that of the men w h o  had come for the pur- 
pose of preaching. Men. such as h q ~ j o r  Jenkins and 
Captain Gordon, fall naturally within thc scope of the 
religious history of Assam. They wcre the instigators 
of the spread of Christianity. They opened the path 
for the missionaries and made it possible for thcm to 
enter territories that would ot hcrwisc have bccn closed. 
They shared their homes and thcir comforts with the 
evangelists from foreign shores. 

T h e  period of sowing was long i n d  tedious; perhaps. 
altogether too long. Perhaps a bcttcr organized schcrnc 
would have rcduced the time of this carly period. T h e  
discerning reader can see diffcrcnccs of opinion among 
the missionaries. I t  is cridcnt that thcy wcrc not always 
united as to whcrc the main cmphasis sl~ould bc placcd. 
Whether the plains or the hills should rccrirc the chief 
attcntion was a constant question for Jcbate. Tile mis- 
sionaries oftcn failed to  look upon ths ficld as a whole. 
but bent evcry effort to promotc thcireown work. in 
the particular tribe or station in which thcy acre  per- 
sonally interested. Young missionarics oftcn came out 
for certain tasks: but changed their minds upon arrival 
on the field, persuaded pcrhaps by "older hcads" to do  
so. leaving the original need uncared for. Lndividualism 

played toob important a part for a healthy 
growth. 

The American Baptist missionaries came to Assarn, 
not with the purpose of Christianizing the province but 
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rather. to use it as a road leading to  "the Celestial Lm. 
pire". In  this purpose they were defcatcd. They found 
the doors to  China closed and the "promised land" n. 
mained beyond the mountains. For years they wan- 
dercd about in the wilderness. so t~ spcak. disappointed 
because the people they had come to  serve wcn not 
within thcir reach. Other languages and dialects had to 
be learned. Thcy soon found that Assam was a veri- 
table Babel, with languages too numerous to  be lcarncd, 
and with religions coo complicated to be understood, 
yct they adapted thcmscJves to meet the emergency. The 
possibility of having a uniform working plan was rc- 
mote. 

Modern investigators would do wcll in  looking back 
into the early days and seeing with what  care these 
car1 y missionaries cmphasizcd an educatcd Christian 
constituency. To the missiona:ies. education was cs- 
scntial for girls as wcll as for boys. Thcy rriscd the 
position of womanhood. and thus they clcv~tcd the 
home from a mere stopping place to  a smctuary of af- 
fection. Their educational program stands as a monu- 
mcnt to  thcir wisdom. 

If there is a lack of Christian lcadcrs among the 
churches on the plains, it can be traced, perhaps, to 
combinations of circumstances uncontrollable by the 
missionaries, such as a multitude of races, lack of finan- 
cial and moral support. low social status of the pcoplt 
who became Christians, and interference by hlissionary 
Boards who insisted upon direct preaching of the ~ O S -  

pel. Let it be known that the missionaries did not strive 
to  "educate the heathen" but that their chief purpose 
was to preach the gospel of life and to make "wise upto 
salvation" by means of teaching. T o  preach. teach, and 
make disciples was their purpose. 
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With  this aim bzfore them the missionarics pene- 
trated teritories where no white person had ever been 
bcfore, and  b y  the grace of God changed savage hcad- 
hunters into  promoters of rightcousness. They laid the 
foundations for an indigenous church that will un- 
doubtedly stand as long. as Christianity lasts. All in 
all. they opened for the inhabitants of Assam the way 
that leads to  a fuller and more complcte life. 

THE END 
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S T A T E M E N T  O N  T H E  C H A R T  

The chan racing this page indicates the n u m k r  of yean 
of service of each missionary in Asam. It does not pretend, 
howtvtt, to show the exact months of arrivals and departures. 
Only the major transftn of missionaries on  the field Rave 
been shown. Ttmponry designations to  stations for language 
study. for subtituting o r  waiting for pcrmancnt designations, 
have not been indicated. U. M. Fox should be shown as being 
in Ukbrul 191 1-191 5. 

fh autbor gratefully acknowledges hclp nctivcd from 
Mr. John E. Spann Jr.. Chicago, in making thc than. He is 
a1.w indebted to Miss Bates of the Missionary Rooms of New 
York, for rechecking the dates and movcmcnts involved. 
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